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CHAPTER I. 



The Story of Tambadaas^ continued. 

Early in the morning, the two travellers 
arose, each to pursue his respective route. 
The Jew, however, seeing his friend a fine, 
handsome, active yoimg Mahommedan, felt 
somewhat curious to learn the cause of his 
grief, which he had expressed on the prece- 
ding night by sobs and lamentations. Ere 
they parted, therefore, Ismael, with a pretend- 
ed display of fdlow feeling and compassion, 
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enquired what could have caused him so 
much distress; and further to induce his 
companion to be communicative, hinted his 
readiness and desire to render him any assist- 
ance in his power. The young man, with- 
out hesitation, gave the following account of 
himself: — 

My name is Alnusur, my father was a 
respectable merchant residing at Cambay ; 
I was his only son, and he indulged me 
in all I could wish or desire. The great 
object of my father was that I should 
marry, and become steady and attentive to 
business. To this I could offer no objection, 
but stipulated that the woman should meet 
my approbation in every respect, and that 
unless she possessed great beauty, I would 
never consent to wed. My father in vain 
preached to me of the advantages to be de- 
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rived from the beauty of the mind, not the 
person ; I shook my head and adhered firmly 
to my determination. The reason why I 
thus stipulated, was because I strongly sus- 
pected my father had his eye upon the 
daughter of a great friend of his, who hap- 
pened to be my particular aversion, both on 
account of her excessive ugliness and incor- 
rigible temper. I was ruminating on matri- 
mony, when a palanquin, with its curtains 
closely drawn, attended by several servants, 
passed close by me ; I learned from the by- 
-standers, the sedan contained the beautiful 
Zaide, daughter of the Deewan and prime 
minister of his Highness the Nuwab. " What 
would I give,'' thought I, ** to gain a sight of 
this lovely creature, of whose beauty report 
spoke so highly.*" Scarcely had I allowed 
this idea to skim through my brain, ere the 
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litter, which I had kept my eye firaily 
fixed upon, by some unaccountable accident, 
broke down ; I rushed to the lady^s aid, and 
sedulously kept aloof the officious and 
ijiquisitive bystanders. . The attendants, in- 
deed, were equally assiduous in their at- 
tempts to drive me fron; the broken litter, 
but with great perseverance, and by evincing 
the greatest anxiety for the lady's safety, I 
was suffered to assist in rmsing her, and was 
rewarded by a sweet smile from the too 
lovely Zaide. I suggested she should enter 
a house until I could procure another pa- 
lanquin, as it was impossible to make use 
again of the broken one, and equally so for 
her to walk through the streets. Zaide as- 
sented to the plan, and having seen her 
safely lodged in a respectable merchant's 
house, I ran qui(;kly to the nearest place 
where I knew q, palanquin was tp be had, 
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The bearers followed me, and, taking up the 
litter, I accompanied them to the merchant's 
house. Zaide thanked me for my zeal, en^ 
quiriog to whom she was indebted for such 
attention. I informed her my name, and 
professed mys^ her slave at all times. Her 
veil being now closely drawn over her face, 
allowed not of my being gratified by a se- 
cond view of her transcendant beauty, but 
the melody of her voice almost compensated 
me for my disappointment. 

Returned home, in an ecstasy, I rushed 
to my fi^ther, who was busily employed in 
his warehouse : — " Oh, father !" I cried, " I 
have seen the woman whom alone I will wed. 
Ere he could speak, I ran on with a string 
of epithets in praise of her beauty, with such 
volubility that my fond parent conceived me 
mad ; when, however, I at length ceased, the 
expected question of. Who is the lady ? burst 
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upon my ears : — " Wh<5 ? why who can it be, 
but Zaide, the daughter of Harak the Dee- 
wan V said I. My father stood fixed to the 
spot, maintaining an awful silence, which he 
at length broke by saying, " Oh, my son, what 
has possessed you P Reflect on the haughty 
disposition of the Deewan, recollect also his 
thirst for gold, and his towering ambition ; 
think you he will ever consent to an union 
with his daughter ? I pray you drive all idea 
of the kind from your bewildered brain.** 
The more my father begged and prayed, 
and the more difiiculty he pointed out to me, 
the more obstinately determined did I be- 
come, until, won by my earnest entreaties, 
my father consented to apply to the haughty 
Harak ; I fell at his feet, pouring out my 
most grateful thanks and buoying him up 
with the certainty of success. My indulgent 
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'^rent, accordingly promised to do all I 
could desire, but expressed his fears that all 
would be to no purpose. 

Ou the following day, my father solici- 
ted an interview with the Deewan, leaving 
me at home in indescribable anxiety for the 
result of the visit. I had not long to wait ; 
my father returned bathed in tears, declaring 
we were ruined irreparably, for the Deewan 
no sooner heard his presumptuous proposals, 
than he fell into a dreadful rage, and rushed 
to his daughter's apartments, from whence 
he returned convulsed with wrath. He threat- 
ened us with everlasting ruin, if we quitted 
not Cambay in eight-and-forty hours : he 
was prompted to this, probably, by having 
ascertained from Zaide her partiality to- 
wards myself. What stung my father to the 
quick was his abuse of us ; he called us shop- 
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keepers, pedlars, cheating dealers ; and ex- 
pressed his amazement at our audacity, in 
dreaming of obtaining his consent to an 
union with his daughter, a descendant of a 
vizier, and connected with royalty itself. 
When my father^s giief had in a measure 
subsided, he sent a petition to the Deewan, 
to revoke his cruel sentence of banishment 
from Cambay, but this only exasperated the 
tyrant the more, and he repeated his orders 
in so peremptory a manner, as to leave no 
hope of mercy in our bosoms. 

With a heavy heart did my father quit 
his native country and take up his residence 
in^Thannah, on this island; where being a 
stranger he was looked upon with envy by the 
rest of the old established merchants of the 
town, who eflFected his ruin, and he sickened 
and died, leaving me a beggar. I was lament- 
ing the loss of my father, my mistress, and 
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my means of subsistence, when your voice 
arrested my attention, and interrupted for a 
moment the melancholy train of ideas float- 
ing through my brain/' 

The Jew expressed his compassion for the 
unhappy young man, and his hopes that he 
should be further acquainted with him, for 
that possibly it would be in his power to 
render him assistance : he explained to him, 
therefore, the situation of his house in Bom- 
bay, desiring him to call there after two days^ 
time, and as an earnest of his good intentions, 
presented him with a sum of money for his 
present exigencies. Alnusur was extremely 
grateful to his benevolent fellow-traveller, 
and promising to call on him at the time ap 
pointed, took his leave. Ismael, whose whole 
thoughts were occupied with one subject 
only, had enjoyed little or no repose during 
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the mght, and he determined to enquire into 
the circumstances of his fellow-traveller, in 
the hope that some recent affliction might 
have so reduced him, as to render him a fit 
tool for the accomplishment of his purposes. 
Alnusur's melancholy history, therefore, was 
rather pleasing to the Jew than otherwise, 
and he determined on enlisting the youth into 
his service, and employing him in the diffi- 
cult task of purloining from the Brahmin 
the wished-for book of knowledge : for this 
purpose did he appoint a meeting with him 
at his house in Bombay. 

Having arranged his business at Thannah, 
and obtained the money for the governor, 
Ismael returned to Bombay, and, agreeable 
to the appointment, waited for Alnusur, who, 
equally anxious, was punctual to the time 
agreed upon. Ismael drew him aside, and 
thus addressed him : — " Young man, fortune 
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has used you cruelly, but you have now an 
opportunity of reaping a great advantage ; I 
will serve you by a liberal advancement of 
cash, and place you in the way to accumulate 
a handsome independence, provided you will 
steadily adhere to business, and make the 
most of your time and money.'*' Alnusur had 
commenced overpowering the benevolent Jew 
with expressions of gratitude, when Ismael 
stopped him, saying, " Stay, young man, you 
must earn these advantages, ere you receive 
them : I have a task to perform, which my 
age and inactivity prevent my engaging in 
personally : you are young and strong, and 
can depend upon your nerves: will you un- 
dertake the business ?'*' 

" That,*' replied Alnusur, *^ depends upon 
the nature of it ; and I tell you frankly, if it 
be murder, or — ^" 

No, no, no!" interrupted Ismael; "'tis no 
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sudi thing ; listen to me. There lives a man 
in this isUnd, who is in the possession id a 
book containing only a history of Jewish 
rites and ceremonies, of great importance to 
me, and ol no use whatever to him : in vain 
have I attempted to bargain with the man 
for this small book; the more anxious I ap- 
pear to possess it, the more tenacious of it is 
its ill-natured possessor.^' 

*' This is, indeed, very strange," observed 
Alnusur ; *^ and I think I should be guilty of 
no crime whatever in obtaining it for you : 
would you instruct me how to proceed ?^ 

The Jew^s eyes twinkled with delight, and 
he replied, ^* I can direct you to the house 
wherein this book is preserved, but there are 
difficulties attending the seizure of it you are 
little aware of. The name of the man who has 
the book is Donga Sette, a Brahmin, living 
in the small village of Geergaum : he seldom 



THE ZENANA. 15 

quits his house, and when he does, leares 
such strict orders with his wife to admit 
neither friends or strangers during his tem- 
porary absence, that to gain a footing, even 
for a minute, is next to impos^ble.*' 

** Trust me,'* said Alnusur, " idthough I 
am a Mahommedan, I will gain an entrance 
to the Brahmin's mansion, rely on it.'' 

"Allowing you do," continued the Jew, 
" the book is as far from your reach as ever; 
he keeps it chained in an iron box, fastened to 
the leg of a huge ugly idol, in the centre of his 
house. Violence must not be attempted ; for 
although the Brahmin is obnoxious to the 
Government, yet his money will obtain him 
justice." 

"Artifice," said Alnusur, "often e£Pects 
what violence cannot." 

True, young man," said Ismael, " but it 
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must be artifice most deadly deep vphich can 
succeed in the present instance; for the Brah- 
min keeps the key of the steel chain by which 
the box is secured to his idol, together with 
the key of the box itself, continually about 
his person ; and when himself and his wife are 
both from home, (which I believe happens 
only olice a year,) the key of his house also.'' 

"Could I but effect an entrance," said 
Alnusur, " a file might be of use.'* 

" Not at all," said Ismael ; " no file, let its 
teeth be ever so sharp, will be able to cut the 
polished steel: therefore you must think of 
some other plan. It may be a year before 
you even get a clue to the slightest probability 
of success. I, satisfied you are daily exerting 
your ingenuity in my service, shall grant you 
a monthly allowance sufficient for your main- 
tenance ; but visit me as seldom as possible. 
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Alnusur promised obedience, and swore to 
be zealously employed in the service of the 
Jew, but hinted the possibility of Ismael's 
failing in his promise to enrich him, in the 
event of his labours being crowned with 
success. 

''Should I do so, could t be so base,** 
replied Ismael, ** you have always revenge in 
your power by betraying me to the Brah- 
min, who will not fail to bring me to justice."^ 

" True," replied Alnusur ; " but recollect, 
in so doing I shaU criminate myself.'' 

" As you please then, young man," said 
Ismael : *' I have only my promise to give 
you : will you consent ?*' 

'* What sum am I to receive ?^ 

'^ One thousand dollars, and a shop in the 
bazaar, all ready for you to commence trade.** 

^* Well then,** replied Alnusur, " when 
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you give me the money, I will deliTer over 
to you the box." 

•* Agreed^ replied the Jew; "and when you 
give me the box, provided the book s within 
it^ I will give you the money and the sbop.^ 

Both parties mutiudly unders t a n d in g each 
other, they separated. 

It may be supposed Alnusur^s first step 
was to reconnoitre the residence at the Brah- 
min, which he did, not without wondering 
what could be the omtents cf this book, for 
which the Jew offered so large a sum, and 
what could be the Brahmin'^s motive for re- 
taining it. "However," thought he, "this is 
no affair of mine, and I am determined to get 
possession of it scmiehow or other.'* In vari- 
ous disguises did he attempt to gain a foot- 
ing in the Brahmin's house, but all with no 
avuL If he went as a fakir or holy beggar, 
alms were never denied him* but liberally 
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bestowed, by either Donga Sette, or his wife, 
from the verandah of the house. Tf he went 
as a visitor only, he was desired to go about 
his business. Some repairs being necessary 
in the roof of the Brahmin^s house, Ahiusur, 
disguised as a bricklayer^s htbourer, contrived 
to get a peep into the house, and actually saw 
the iron box, chained, as the Jew had informed 
liim. to the le^ of the idol. Nevertheless he 
was far, very far, from any chance of secur- 
ing it. In vain did he rack his invention to 
devise schemes for the accomplishment of his 
purpose, and began to despair of being able 
to succeed. The Jew also became impatient, 
and gave with an ill grace the monthly 
allowance to his willing but inefficient agent ; 
as Ismael had observed, a year had passed 
without Alnusur having advanced a step 
towards the fulfilment of his wishes, 
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The Brahmin, in the meanwhile, although 
little dreaming o£ the vile intentions of Al- 
ii usur or the Jew, lived as before, keeping 
a vigilant eye upon the iron box, and carry- 
ing the keys affixed by a ring to his silver 
Kurdoorah or waist-chain, day and night. 
Not once during the year did it happen 
that Donga Sette and his wife were both at 
the same instant absent from home. At 
labt a ray of hope darted across the brain 

of Alnusur; a Jatra, which happened only 
once in seven years, and at which every 
strict Hindoo attended to obtain absolution 
wd purification from their sins, was about 
now to take place, and the mode which the 
idolatrous people adopted to ensure such 
absolution and forgiveness is of so singular a 
nature that it demands a full explanation. 
It was this strange ordeal every one was 
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called upon to submit to, which suggested 
to Alnusur the possibility of his being able 
to turn it to advantage. 

In the island of Bombay, about two miles 
from the town, rises a considerable hill 
stretching into the ocean and forming a sort 
of promontory. At the extreme point of 
this hill, on the descent towards the sea- 
shore, there is a rock, upon the surface of 
which there is a natural crevice, which com- 
municates with a cavity, opening below and 
terminating towards the sea. This place is 
used by the Hindoos as a purification for 
their sins, which they pretend is effected by 
their going in at the opening above and 
emerging out of the cavity below. At the 
celebration of this Jatra, crowds of persons 
of all ranks and castes invariably attend, 
and several await below the aperture to 
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catch in their arms the purified Hindoo^ and 
break his fall on the uneven ground. There 
was a rude path^ by which those from above 
could descend to the sea-shore ; and a con- 
stant running up and down takes place 
during the eventful day. 

Early on the morning of the day of the 
holy Jatra, Alnusur posted himself near the 
opening of the rock above, and watched the 
process of purification, amusing himself by 
witnessing the timidity of some people and 
the confident boldness of others* Women 
as well as men subjected themselves to this 
looked-for purification, which many submit- 
ted to from mere impulse of curiosity, and 
many for the sole amusement of sliding 
through a hole. About the middle of the 
day came the persons Alnusur was most de- 
sirous of seeing, viz. the Brahmin Donjga, 
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Sette and his wife. Alnusur, having as- 
oertained the precise moment when the 
Brahmin would undergo the ceremony, has^ 
tened by the rough path to join the rabble 
below, who with outstretched arms awaited 
the coming of fresh subjects through the 
wonderful crevice. Alnusur had planned 
the seizure of the Brahmin^s keys whilst he 
evinced an earnest desire to save his victim 
fi^m falling on the rocky ground below, for 
this purpose did he station himself foremost 
amidst the crowd below, anxiously awaiting 
the coming of the worthy Brahmin. Donga 
Sette, the last time he performed this cere, 
mony, had slided down tiie aperture with no 
difficulty whatever; but he imfortunately 
forgot how very fat and unwieldy he had 
since that time become ; consequently, to the 
no small amusement of the spectators, he 
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stuck fast about the middle of the crevice 
and roared aloud for help. The rabble below 
hearing peals of laughter from above^ and 
seeing a man sticking in the hole, one and 
all, save Alnusur, rushed up the path, and 
were soon at the opening above, Alnusu? 
with joy perceived his victim sticking almost 
within his reach ; he peeped up the crevice 
and saw the Brahmin'^s shining silver Eurdoor 
rah and the wished-for keys hanging there- 
unto, but, alas ! both out of his reach. That 
the poor man might not easily be extricated 
by the persons above, he gave him a tight 
pull by the heels, which fixed poor Donga 
Sette still faster in his narrow prison. The 
Brahmin roared with pain, and complained 
of the treatment he was suffering from some 
one below ; but the noise, the shouting of the 
rabble above, effectually drowned his voice. 
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Still the keys tantalized Alnusur by swing- 
ihg from the kirdoorah, just beyond his 
reach. The silver waist-chain being fastened 
by a screw in the front, fingers alone could 
loosen it, how Alnusur was to contrive so as 
to effect this, he knew not ; no time was to be 
lost, for he expected 'every moment to wit- 
ness the balky Brahmin drawn up by the 
people above* Donga Sette writhed and 
kicked about his legs most impatiently, al- 
though he little dreamed of the robbery 
about to be practised on him by an enemy 
below ; had such an idea entered his head, 
he would doubtless have been absolutely 
frantic. Alnusur cast around his eye, and 
to his joy perceived two oars belonging to a 
fishing-boat ; he instantly secured them, and 
taking off his turban, formed a sort of ladder 
by which he was enabled to reach the Brah* 

VOL. Ill* c 
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mia^^s waist. The moment Donga Sette felt 
hid sacred chain touched by a human hand^ 
ho yell^4; and kicked so violently that Al-^ 
nusur, on his slehdisr ladder, was fearfully 
alarmed, lest he should fall. Securing one of 
the Brahmin'^s legs with one hand, with all 
the force he was mastet of, he succeeded in 
unscrewing the silver chain, ^nd effectuidljr 
removed it, with the keys ietttached ; quickly 
descending, be untied his turban, which had 
served him for steps to his ladder, threw 
away, the oars, left the silver chain on the- 
ground below, ahd scampiered 6ff by a narrow 
path towards the town of Botnbay. When at 
a distance, secure from pursuit, he examined 
the keys; there was one large one, which 
doubtless belonged to the house ; a secbnd; 
rather smaller, which probably fitted the pad^ 
lock on the steel chain, and a third, smaller 
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than either, of curious woikmandiip, which 
he doubted not belonged to the iron box. 
The latter Alnusur determined not to sur- 
render to the Jew, hopng, by withholding it 
under the plea that it was not on the 
Brahmin's person, he would oflTer an addi- 
tional reward for its reooTery at a future 
period ; should the Jew, however, refuse to 
repay him at this present time^ and insist on 
being possessed. of the key, he intended to 
request a few days'* time to procure it, and 
finally to present it to Ismael, magnifying 
the dangers he had encountered in purloin- 
ing it from the Brahmin. With these inten- 
tions Alnusur quickly proceeded to the resi- 
dence of the Brahmin ; all persons being at 
the Jatra, no one impeded his progress, and 
he quietly opened the house door ; entering 
the centre apartment, with joy did he per- 
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ceive the iron box in its usual place ; he 
fitted the key to the padlock, it turned, and 
the box was quickly concealed beneath his 
coat. Leaving the house expeditiously, he 
sallied onwards to the residence of old Ismael, 
who fortunately was within. 

The Israelite saw by the sparkling of Al- 
nusur'*s eyes, he was the bearer of good news, 
and anxiously did he question him ; but when 
the youth tapped significantly on the lid of 
the very box beneath his coat, the ecstasy of 
the Jew was unbounded, he embraced his 
trusty agent, and demanded the box. Ainu- 
sur reminded him of the reward; Ismael 
opened a strong box, took out the dollars, 
presented them, and received the iron box, 
which he in his joy pressed to his heart. 
As he turned to the window to examine it, 
Alnusur, gathering up his dollars, quickly 
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left the house ; he had scarcely gone twenty 
paces from the outer door, however, when he 
heard the voice of the Jew, hallooing after 
him most lustily. Alnusur turned round, 
nodded, waved his hand, and signed to the 
anxious Jew his intention of speedily return- 
ing. Having deposited his dollars in a place 
of safety, Alnusur once more repaired to Is- 
maeFs mansion, and innocently inquired his 
commands. ** The key, boy, the key ! where is 
the key of the iron box ? fool that I was to give 
you the money, without demanding the key !" 

** The key I'' exclaimed Alnusur : " oh, 
you never told me about the key ; my agree- 
ment was to deliver to you the box only.**' 

** Idiot !" replied the Jew, " of what use is 
the box without the key ? besides, we agreed 
that, unless the book was within the box, you 
should not be entitled to your reward ; how 
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am I to ascertain whether such be the case 
or not ?" 

"Break open the box, to be sure," re- 
plied Ahiusur, quite unconcarned. 

" You know not what you say, young man : 
but tell me, attached to the key of the padlock 
of the steel chain, did not you perceive a 
smaller key ?^ 

"No, indeed; by Mahomet there was only 
the key of the house, by which I obtained 
an entrance,*^ 

" How did you contrive to get these keys ?'^ 

" That is no matter, worthy master Ismael ; 
I have had trouble enough, I can tell you, in 
getting the keys and the box, and your discon- 
tent, because the key of the iron box is not de- 
livered to you, I am greatly surprised at« By 
Allah ! I think it is lucky I secured my reward, 
or you would have withheld it, I am thinking.^ 

"Doubtless,^ replied the Jew, "your work 
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is only half done ; hoi^ever, I promise you 
iive hundred dollars in addition, if you will 
procure the tey for me.** 

I fear 'tis impossible,* replied Alnusur ; 
such an opportunity as I have had this day 
will never occur again : however, I will try, 
rely on it; but as it is the book you want, 
why not break open the box; what signifies 
the key?"* 

^* It must not be done, boy : go, leave me, 
and to your task once more ; remember, the 
shop I promised is still in my possession.^ 

" Ay, ay, master Ismael," said Alnusur, 
^^ and were you an honest man, it ought now 
to be mine, according to your promise." To 
this the Jew replied only by repeating, " The 
key, the key, boy; gp,: go to your task once 
inore.^ Alnusur, congratulating himself on 
his own cunrd'fig, left the delighted Jew, and 
returned to lus lodging. 
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Ismael, it will be remembered, was in pos- 
session of one of the keys, but anxious for 
both, suffered Alnusur to depart, under the 
idea he had no means of opening the box, 
save by violence. When he first agreed with 
the young man, he was so fully certain the 
key would naturally be delivered with the 
box, in the event of his being able to purloin 
It, that the necessity of making a separate 
stipulation for its production, never entered 
his head, and so overjoyed was he at seeing 
Alnusur enter with the box, that he unhesi- 
tatingly paid the promised reward. That Al- 
nusur actually had the key in his possession, 
and wilfully withheld it, never entered IsmaePs 
brain ; for having surrendered the box, he 
could not possibly suppose, had the boy got 
the key, he could have any motive in refusing 
to surrender it. When Alnusur had refused 
to obey the Jew^s call to return, Ismael copr 
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tented himself with just peeping into the box, 
and seeing the wonderful book safe within it, 
closed it, expecting the return of his agent. 
Thus, after great patience, and the aid of 
craft, did Ismael at length become the pos- 
sessor of the Book of Knowledge. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Thr unhappy Donga Sette having with 
considerable difficulty been extricated from 
the rocky crevice, instantly placed his hand on 
his waist, to ascertain if all was safe. The 
kirdoorah, alas ! was gone ; for the loss of this, 
however, he grieved but little ; but the keys, 
the sacred keys, being missing also, caused 
him much agony of mind. To his wife did 
he pour out the sorrow of his soul, and to the 
crowd did he loudly assert the cruel robbery 
practised on him, and lamented the loss of 
his silver chain in so moving a manner, that 
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many Offered their asmatance to recover it if 
possiUe. Some, indeed, consoled him with 
expressing ^their hopes, that by a strict search 
below it would be founds as it most probably 
had fallen off the 3rahmin's person. Donga 
Setters wife accompanied a party of searchers 
to the sea shore, and there, sure enough, she 
found the chain, but alas ! the keys were gone. 
The Brahmin, to the surprise of the bye^ 
dtanders, exhibited no signs of delight on 
receiving his chain^ for the loss of which he 
had so loudly complained : they little knew 
the real source of his grief. The fact was, 
he had rather indulged in a hope that the 
chain had attracted the eye of some thief, 
who having obtained it, would, perhaps, be- 
3U>wr IIP: attention .to thekeys suspended there- 
on ; the result of .the search proving the direct 
contrary to be the case, cast a gloom of des^ 
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pair, over the unhappy man^s countenaiice, 
unaccountable to the wondering multitude. 

Both the Brahmin and his wife, long after 
the conclusion of the Jatra and disper^on of 
the multitude, continued groping about be- 
low the fissure, but alas! darkness coming on, 
with wof ul visages they abandoned the search 
and returned home. Arrived at his bouse, 
the Brahmin^s worst fears were realized the 
instant he perceived his outer door open and 
the kev within the lock. To the idol he at 
once approached ; his iron box, so carefuUy 
guarded, was gone, and he threw himself on 
the floor in utter despair. 

The first page of the book had informed him 
of the existence of two keys, on perusing which 
he instantly returned to the Gharipoori cavern 
in search after the second key, but owing to the 
Jew's visit to the same spot, was unsuccessful. 
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Not in possession, therefore, of the second key. 
Donga Sette conceived it necessary to guard 
the box with more than ordinary vigilance, 
and would, but for the unfortunate Jatra, 
probably have retained possession of it for 
many years longer. Who could be the perr 
son now so fortunate as to have the Book of 
Knowledge ? what enemy had robbed him of 
his invaluable treasure ? and how, without 
money, was he to exist ? These perplexities 
kept the worthy Brtdimin wide awake the 
whole of this miserable night, and by the 
morning he was suffering from fever, which 
all the skill of his wife could not subdue^ 

Let it not be imagined that the Brahmin, 
knowing of the repository of wealth, could, 
independent of the directory, (the Book of 
Knowledge), at any time visit the delightful 
spot. Easy, indeed, would have been hiade- 
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scent to the hoarded treasure, but to retrfttie 
his steps, to be certain of a safe retreat, was^ 
without the guide, without the golden book, 
next to impossible. Thef means of exit from 
the cavern were pf themselves a .j£ffiouk 
study ; for each particular- d^y was iBi (iiffe^ 
rent modeof egress planned and appmnti^, 
and so intricate on this headwere the rules 
and instructions^ and so dep^dant on the 
moon, the sun, and the stars, were tlie^sanc* 
tioned days (^visitation to the cavern, that 
without the Book ^of Knowledge, to visit the 
spot, was, be knew^' risking his life. The 
Brahmin regretted he had not employed 
himself in transcribing the wondrous pages, 
^isimight have now proved of the greatest 
utility; yet, without the original, he consoled 
himself Iby firmly believing his success would 
have been unoectain and of short duration. 
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The crafty I^raiael, on peruring the booki 
utettggered «6 he perceived the difBoulties 
attendant on the acquirement of his wiahed- 
fer^gcdd. He bad imagined, the bode would 
£rect him tda hoard which he might, if he 
pleased, visit every day, and extract as much 
<^ the precious ore as suited his convenience ; 
that any caution or study was necessary to 
ensure his exit from the cavern, he never 
dreamed <^. Greatly, therefore, was he vexed 
and perplexed on perusing the intricate in- 
structions, the solemn warnings, and the ex- 
hortations to practice all good works, and 
denouncementsof ruin and even death, should 
he* neglect to follow the many excellent mo- 
ral ruW laid down in separate chapters in 
4bet Book of Ki^owledge. 

In .the fir^t page, in large letters, was writ- 
'.ten :-p-^.He wlu> possesses this bopk, let hin;i 
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preserve it in the iron box, and be in posses- 
sion of both its keys. Next followed the 
days sanctioned and appointed for visiting 
the treasure-chamber ; the mode of entrance, 
and the difficulties, without strict attention 
to the book, of retreating. For eadi day a 
specified amount to be drawn was laid down, 
with heavy denunciations against a neglect 
of this rule. Next came chapters on every 
moral virtue, an obedience to which alone 
would crown the possessor of the book with 
permanent success. The very first chapter 
was on Charity, a virtue the Jew was an eii- 
tire stranger to: at the commencement of 
this chapter, in large letters, was written, " To 
turn a beggar from thy door is death." The 
second chapter was on Humanity, headed by 
these words, " Pity the distressed, heal the 
wounded, comfort the widow, or thy gold 
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shall be like burning coals unto thy fingers.*^ 
The third chapter was on Patience, the fourth 
on Chastity, the fifth on Temperance, the 
sixth on Honesty, the seventh on Worship, 
and eighth on Frugality, all headed by a 
short sentence explanatory of their contents. 
Ismael shuddered on perusing these pages; 
he determined, however, to live according 
to these golden rules, which he thought he 
would study at his leisure, and for the pre- 
sent turn his attention to the means of en- 
trance and exit from the cavern, and the day 
when he could dare to make his first visit. 
Finding he should be under the necessity of 
waiting three days, he deposited the book in 
its iron case, and enclosed it in his strong 
box. Scarcely had he done this, ere Alnu<- 
sur visited him for the purpose of making 
same pretended report of his progress in se^ 
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curing the s^coqd key. The Jev, wl^o had 
foolishly conGeived he jcould do very well 
with only one key, evipc^no gr^t anxiety 
.ooncerfiing the second, and repeated not hi^ 
offer of reward to Aln^sur, .eoqld .h^ pro- 
cure it. Alnusur^ the]:efca!e, ,cpRclHde4 he 
had succeeded in opening the b(»^ Sy" lome 
other means, and that he had no hope^ tbere^ 
fore, of reaping a second reward. Not willing 
to exhibit any signs of disappointment, he 

asked, in a cardeds mamier, what la%t2age 
the book was written in. The Jew was on 
the point of informing him, when he checked 
himself, saying, ^^ How should I know until I 
have opened the iron box?*" 

" True,^«aid Alnusur, " but as you inform* 
ed me the book contained a history of Jewish 
riies and ceremonies, I thought, |>erhap8,you 
might know in; what language it was written.^' 

" What does it signify to you ?" inquired 
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the Jew ; *^ it is written, most probably, in 
some languai^ts which you do not andcntmnd, 
and never will ; so farewell, young man.^ 

^^ Stay,^ said Alnusur, ^^ where is my 
shop you promised me ?^ 

'* Where is the key ?* replied the Jew. 

*^ Oh ! very well, master Ismael, you may 
repent this deviation from your promise: 
farewell, most upright Ismael.'" The Jew 
waved Ins hand contemptuously, and At- 
nusur left the house. 

Alnusur began to suspect that diis* wonder- 
ons book txmtained something more than a 
history of Jewish rites and ceremonies, and 
b^an to lay schemes tor gaining possession 
of it ; congratulating himself on having one 
of its keys, he determined to watch the Jew 
narrowly. The first place Ismad repahsd to 
was the residaice of ao old Brahmin^ under 
whom he had studied the Sanscrit language, 
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and whoi«e farther instrucdoDs were now 
requisite, ere he could romprchend several 
of the rules of the Book of Knowledge. 
Astronomy, also, he found must be attended 
to in a slight degree, and from lus worthy 
preceptor he looked for every information 
on the subject. Alnusur watched the Jew 
to the learned Brahmin'^s house, and marked 
the time he remained there; when these 
visits becftmc fi^uent, Alnusur, determined 
to learn the reason and purport of them, 
silently crept under the window of the house, 
and there distinctly heard both Brahmin and 
Jew singing and bellowing out whole verses 
of Sanscrit, and in conclusion heard the hour 
at night appointed for a lecture on astrono- 
my. Alnusur, now convinced that the Book 
of Knowledge was written in the Sanscrit 
language, and that the study of the heavenly 



THE ZENANA. 45 

bodies also was indispensably necessary, set 
to work, under the tuition of a Brahmin, to 
perfect himself in both Sanscrit and as- 
tronomy. 

The Jew having devoted a whole year to 
his studies, and having now only the stars 
to attend to, and a few ancient words in the 
Sanscrit to comprehend, had, of course, the 
start of Alnusur, who was under the neces- 
sity of commencing a course of studies in a 
language and a science both of which he was 
entirely ignorant of. Nevertheless, the in- 
defatigable young man, by the most perse- 
vering attention, made so great progress as to 
be able to read with tolerable accuracy in 
less than six months ; so devoted was he to 
his studies, that he could spare not a moment 
in watching the footsteps of the Jew, who, 
studying the rule^ of the book, visited the 
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Gharipoori cavern on the appointed days, 
and possesBed himself ci much wealth. Don- 
ga Sette, in the meanwhile, busied himself 
in endeavouring to discover who had depri- 
ved him of his iron box, the loss ci which 
had so sorely grieved him. It may be a 
matter of surprize that he did not watch at 
the cavern to ascertain in whose possession 
the book at present was. Doi^ Sette, in 
fact, did proceed several times to Ghari* 
poori and with true Brahminical patience for 
hours ensconce himself behind - some one of 
the gigantic figures which formed excellent 
screens for the purpose, but all this while 
Ismael was prosecuting his Sanscrit and 
astronomical studies, determined to be per- 
fect, ere he ventured near the treasure- 
chamber ; hence Donga Sette became wearied 
by long and friendless watchings, and in 
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gloomy silence confined himself to his house. 
As the loss of the Book of Knowledge was 
day and night uppermost in the Brahmin^s 
thoughts, it is not surprizing that he should 
be one night visited by a dream. He dream- 
ed th&t BhaTahee, the consort of the Gkxl 
Mahadeo,* appeared at the foot of his pallet, 
pronocmcing his name three times distinctly ; 
the Goddeiss directed him to make a pil- 
grimage to the great temple of Jaggemaut 
in Orissa, and instructed him as to the 
natural of the offerings he should make to the 
id<d for the term at one month, at the expira- 
tion of which he would learft not only who 
possessed the Book of Knowledge, but by 
what means he might negain it. This dream 
appearing to him three successive nights. 
Donga Sette informed hiis wife of his deter- 
* The Jupiter Genitor of the Hindoos. 
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roination to follow the instructioos of the 
Goddess Bhavanee, and iDtimated his in- 
tention to commence his long journey with- 
out loss of time. The poor woman in vain 
essayed to divert him from his purpose by 
urging the immense distance, and the diffi- 
culties to be apprehended on the road ; her 
spouse, bent on obeying the Groddess, who 
had thrice condescended to appear before 
him, actually set out on his pilgrimage. 

Ismael, who had all along dreaded being 
watched by the Brahmin in his visit to the 
cavern, learned with delight that Donga 
Sette had set out on a long journey which 
would ensure his absence for some time, and 
leave him in uninterrupted possession of the 
mighty hoard at Gharipoori. It was the 
practice of the Jew never to hire the same 
boat twice, and he engaged but one boatman. 
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who, with himnelf, was suffident to row him 
safely to the islaiid. 

Tharougfaly Gomprdieiidii^ the Book of 
Knowledge, and the means <tf effecting both 
an entrance to and an exit from the cavern, 
Ismael boldly visited the repository of weahh, 
little dreaming his footsteps were narrowly 
watch^ by Alnusur, who, being now quite 
a Sanscrit scholar, commenced putting his 
plans into execution. 

Sf any were the hours and days that Al- 
nusur passed, with his eyes bent upon the 
Jew^s door, and often did he tramp after the 
old Israelite, from one comer of the island of 
Bombay, to the other^ At last he watched 
him to the sea-shore, near the village of Ma- 
jsagaum, where the Jew beckoned to a boat- 
Odlin, with whom he conversed ; a boat soon 
approached the water's edge, and the boat- 
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ttiiitit »howing rigns of readmeM^ veoeiTed on 
l)fmr<l the cautious Jew. Iimael bring seat- 
iH\ ill ilto boat) handled an oar, widi a dex- 
frrity which convinced Alnusur this was not 
\nn ilrnt attempt. The day was dear, and 
nffWrdvcl a diitinct view of aU the idanda in 
thf harbour. Alnusur^s anxious eye followed 
the* Jew's boat to Deva Deiri island, and he 
ItniiKlned it was there he intended to land, but 
ntrithtihg hin cycH, he perceived the little skiff 
Nkiitt nMitul a point of land, and make for 
(4hnrl|NH>ri, where it appeared to come to. 
Mtirhor. 

Ahuimtr hml often heard of tlw famed 
ravtirn of l*U(*phanta, as the P<M*tuguese caD- 
inl it, iiitcl tlie truth now dawned upon him^ 
that th(«roin was nome repository of weallii> 
to which the Jew had been directed by die 
Mook of Knowledge. Alnusur deemed it ii|i« 
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politic to await the return of the Jew, and 
thereibre proceeded to his lodging. After 
turning in his mind various phins for watch- 
ing the Jew^s motions in die cayem, he de- 
termined, as it was quite uncertain when 
he would pay his next viat, to proceed 
the following morning early to the island 
ci Gharipoori, and reconnoitre the cavern, 
and take up his residence at the small vil- 
lage at the foot of the mountain, keeping 
a vigilant look out for the Israelite's ar- 
rival, when be would ascend the hill, and 
conceal him^lf in some friendly mche in the 
cavern, from whence he would be able to oI> 
serve every action, every motion of the wary 
Jew. This plan was, as soon as morning 
dawned, put in execution, and Ahiusur, ere 
die sun became powerful, reached the island 
and discharged the boatman. Quickly did 
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be ascend the mountain, the stupendous 
cavern burst upon his astonished sight, and 
he stood lost in wonder and admiration. 
Feeling within his bosom an indescribable 
glow of delight, on reflecting on his prox- 
imity to what his fancy pictured to him, 
— ^inexhaustible treasure, Alnusur darted into 
the cave, as if expecting that his very pre- 
sence would act as a charm to throw wide 
the gates of wealth ; when lo ! a huge ser- 
pent, of tremendous thickness, issued from 
ts dark recess, hissed, reared its frightful 
bead, and darted across his path into a 
gloomy cell on the opposite side of the ca- 
vern. The alarmed Alnusur, on whose 
brow trickled a deathrlike perspiration, has- 
tily retreated, praising Allah for his protec- 
tion in this time of danger. At this period. 
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when superstition held sovereign sway over 
the minds of all classes, of whatever caste 
or persuadon, the appearance of the awe-in- 
Spring serpent was considered by Alnusur 
as ominous of some pending danger, and he 
for a moment gave up all intention of pro- 
secuting his search. 

Upon returning to the village, however, aU 
his former ambition, all his eager thirst for 
wealth, returned with their full force, and he 
endeavoured to banish from his mind all idea 
of danger. ^ The Jew,^ said he to himself, ^' is 
not harmed by the serpent, why should I 
then fear? to-morrow will I once more ex- 
plore the cavern.** Not without an inward 
dread of witnessing something even more 
horrible than had met his eye on the prece- 
ding day, did Alnusur dowly ascend the hill. 



carrying in his hand a stout pole, by which 
he might defrad himself from snakes and 
other reptiles. 

Nothing, however, interrupted his entrance 
this day ; yet when in the centre of the cavern, 
the only living being on the spot, a dead 
silence reigning all around, and surrounded 
on every side by numerous colossal statues, 
whose hideous countenances, carved by ex- 
pert sculptors, seemed frowning in anger 
upon him, Alnusur's fears once more over- 
powered him, and he stood trembling, not 
daring to lift his eyes from the ground. 
When at length he became convinced no 
danger was at hand, he raised his pole, and 
advanced to the three-formed god, opposite 
to the entrance ; he searched above and be* 
low, but nothing like an aperture or door 
did he discover. To await the arrival of the 
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Jew was his only chance, and lest he should 
be now on his way, he determined to return 
to the village, and patiently await his coni> 
ing. He retraced his steps, passing the awful 
row of ^gantic statues, which he now mi- 
nutely inspected. Some were crowned with 
helmets, others with crowns rich in every 
device, and many with snakes twisted 
through their arms, which were attached to 
th^ unwieldy bodies. The visages of the 
figures, distorted into horrible and fearful 
forms, inspired the youth with inexpressible 
terror, and he hastily effected his retreat. 

For many days did Alnusur look out in 
vain for the coming of old Ismael ; no boat 
had approached the island since he had re- 
sided there. 

At length the anxious Alnusur one morn- 
ing espied a fishing boat, containing two 
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individuals, one of whom evidently was tli6 
wished-for Jew. 

Alnusur, convinced it was indeed Ismaeli 
scampered up the hill, bearing his formidable 
pole, and entering the cavern, searched out 
a hiding place, from whence, unobserved, he 
could watch the Israelite's motions ; for thii 
purpose he concealed himself bdiind the 
stupendous bust, the three-formed god, oppo- 
site the entrance of the cavern ; fix>m hence 
he could command a view of the whole place, 
and doubted not success would attend him. 
He had not waited long in his friendly niche, 
when a slow and cautious footstep approach- 
ed. It was the wary tread of Ismael the 
Jew, proceeding towards one of the colossal 
statues, which stood entirely separate from 
the rocky side of the cave, upon a circular 
stone jdatform, nearly six feet in circumfe- 
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rence. The Jew stood with his side towards 
Ahiusur, who was enabled to see his every 
action. Taking from his cloak a small round 
piece of wood, about a £oot in length, 
Ismael pressed it on the toe-nail of the right 
foot of the statue, which yielding to the 
touch, Alnusur perceived the statue and 
its platform geadually recede, exposing a 
^cavity, through which the Jew prepared to 
descend. As soon as he had disappeared, 
the image by a sudden jerk darted into its 
original place, leaving no trace of its having 
been disturbed. 

Alnusur waited patiently in his hiding 
place, until he perceived the statue once 
more in motion, and the Jew appeared bear- 
ing in his hand a bag evidently well filled. 
By a pressure on the toe of the left foot, the 
statue again closed over die aperture, leaving 
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all as before. The Jew examined his bag, 
saying aloud, '^This is well; to-morrow its 
fellow shall be in my possession, till then, 
most friendly statue, farewell r 

Alnusur, after waiting a prudent time, to 
be certain the Jew would not return, emer* 
ged from behind the three formed ddty, 
seized his pole, which he had concealed in a 
convenient place, and proceeding towards 
the image, pressed the toe as he had seen the 
Jew do before him, and to his joy the plat- 
form receded, and presented to the young 
man's view a flight of narrow, rough, stone 
steps, by means of which he quickly descend- 
ed: — to his surprise the platform of itself 
closed to, with so sudden and strong a jerk 
as to shake the stairs on which he was 
standing. 

Descending the narrow stairs, Alnusur, by 
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a light which came from he knew not where, 
placed his foot on some uneven, broken 
ground, scattered over with triangular pieces 
of stone, which lacerated his feet dreadfully, 
and he anidously sought for a more comfort- 
able footing. Becoming by degrees familiar 
to the cavem^s light, Alnusur perceived this 
broken, stony ground extended for many 
yards, and beyond it, a well paved place, over 
which was scattered piles of silver in bars ; 
ancient coins, gold rings, and ornaments, 
were numerous, but the piles of copper coin, 
with which the place abounded, astonished the 
delighted Alnusur. There were also bags 
containing precious stones, and gold coins 
dazzling to behold. Discovering a pile of 
small gcdd rupees, Alnusur counted over ten 
thousand, which he secured about his person 
in a long narrow bag, which he had taken 
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care to provide himself with, and then pre- 
pared to quit the jdace. He ascended the 
narrow stairs, with difficulty maintaining his 
footing, they being rugged, uneven, and un- 
protected by any railing to prevent his falling 
upon the rocky ground below. Arrived at 
the top stair, he waited patiently for the 
accommodating statue to suffer him to retire : 
but, alas ! closed was the aperture, and all his 
attempts to escape ineffectual. He examined 
the lower part of the platform, which he 
found was studded with brass knobs of va- 
rious sizes, surrounding a plate of ivory, on 
which was engraven in Sanscrit, the following 

verse : — 

'' If of advice you stand in need^ 
With care the Book of Knowledge read ; 
To learn from hence how you should flee. 
Read the hook, and you will see. 

** This then is the Book of Knowledge, by 
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which the Jew succeeds,^ cried Alnusur, 
^^ whilst I, wretch that I ain, having im- 
prudently visited the place without so useful 
a guide, am doomed to imprisonment.'* For- 
tunately he had heard the Jew express his 
intention of returning on the foUowiog day, 
his confinement, therefore, would not be of 
very long duration ; yet to appear before the 
wary Israelite in such a place, and at once 
disclose to him his knowledge of the secret, 
was a reflection most galling to Alnusur, who 
had flattered himself he had been acting a 
part, with a caution and cunning not to be 
exceeded, even by the Jew himself. 

Alnusur conceived it would be advisable 
to remain silent until Ismael should cause the 
statue to recede, when he would make sure 
of effecting his escape, so quickly as to leave 
the Jew in ignorance as to the individual 
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who had discovered the secret. Tedious 
seemed the time, dreary was the apparently 
endless night, and wearied was the watchful 
Alnusur, ere the time came when he might 
expect the Jew. All was silent as the grave, 
not a sound saluted the ear of the alarmed 
Alnusur : should the Jew not arrive, should 
he not return for weeks, a horrible death 
awaited him, for without the aid of Ismael, 
egress from the cavern he felt to be impos- 
sible. 

At length Alnusur, whose eye had been 
unceasingly directed to the brazen plate 
above him, which formed the entrance door 
to the cavern, saw it slowly recede from its 
position, and two thin spare legs, which he at 
once recognized as the supporters to the body 
of old Ismael, cautiously seeking out the first 
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stair. Now, then, was the time to prevent the 
fatal portal, closing on him, and leaving him 
to the mercy of the Jew. Grasping his pdle, 
therefore, Alnusur rushed up the stairs, ere 
the Jew had reached the third step, and in 
his haste to insert the pole between the 
sliding platform and the spring, which was 
ready to catch it with unerring certainty, 
overthrew the alarmed Jew, whose feet fail- 
ing him, he was precipitated into the cavern 
below, whilst to Alnusur s amazement, the 
pole, (which he had imagined he so dexte- 
rously inserted to prevent the closing of the 
portal,) from the weight of the colossal statue 
above the platform, and the inmiense force of 
the spring, which controlled it, snapped in 
halves, and he was again a prisoner, though 
not a solitary one. 
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Alnusur^s attention was now directed to 
the fallen Jew, who was groaning most pite- 
oiuly, and calling for assistance. 

" Who art thou ?'' inquired the sufferer^ 
*^ that hast found thy way hither, and slain 
an inoffensive man, to whom alone this place 
belongs.^ 

^^ Slain,^ exclaimed AInusur, ^^ AUah for- 
bid ! Rise, master Ismael, I pray thee.*** 

** Ah," cried the surprised Jew, " that 
Toice I do remember. Tell me, is it Alnusur 
speaks ?*^ 

^^ The same, good Ismael.'" 

^^Ah, wouldst thou had suffered me to 
stick fast in the rice field, than to have drag- 
ged me out to murder me in this place." 

" Murdered ! Ismael, what mean you P 

^^ I mean, young man, that thou hast killed 
me. I have fallen on a sharp stone ; its point 
has entered my skull ; see, examine.'^ 
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Alnusur did so, and to his horror perceived 
the unfortunate man'*s head covered over with 
blood, which he found impossible to staunch. 
Alnusur^s dejection, at perceiving the miser- 
able state of Ismael, the work oi his hand, 
kept him for some moments sQent, until he 
began to reflect should the Jew die, before he 
letuned the means of escape from the cavern, 
his own demise must be the consequence ; 
perceiving the Jew^s breath growing shorter 
and shorter, therefore he besought him to 
forgive him, for being the innocent cause of 
his death, and explained to him« how his 
anxiety to prevent the closing of the portal, 
bjT inserting his pole, had occasioned his 
ooming in contact with him, towards whom 
he entertained no evil intentions. 

Ismael stretched forth his hand in token of 
forgiveness, siijdng *^ Young man^ it was my 
own wilful neglect, my own disobedience to 
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the rules m the Book of Knowledge, which 
haa brought me to such an end ; you are but 
the tool in the hand of fate, which has too 
successfully employed you. Fly this place, 
atad without the Book of Knowledge in your 
possession, enter it no more ; the entrance is 
easy, but the exit difficult.^ 

'^Explain, good Ismael,"^ said Alnusur, 
^^ by what means I may escape ; instruct me, 
for your own sake, for the air may revive you ; 
you will recover." 

^^ As you please,'^ said the resigned Isma- 
el : ^^ raise me then, and when arrived at the 
top stair, press hard the seventh knob on the 
brass plate ; press it thirteen times, and it will 
then become loose, and fall into your hand ; 
take this my small round staff, insert it in the 
place occupied by the brass knob, it will fit 
exactly; press hard upwards; give the first, 
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the fourth^ and the tenth k^oba, one turn to 
the right, and the large ebony knob on your 
left hand, two turns to the left ; press hard 
with the round staff, and th e ■ ** be could 
aay no more ; life was fast ebbing, and be 
sunk exhausted with the fatigue of speaking. 
Alnusur raised the almost lifeless body, and 
a«cended the stairs. So long was the opera- 
tion of unscrewing the knobs, and so agitated 
had he bec(Hne, fearing the Jew should die, 
or himself err in his attempt to move the 
portal, that it was with considerable difficulty 
he could support the helpless Ismael on the 
rough and narrow stairs, and expected to see 
him once more roU down into the cavern. 

To the joy of Alnusur, the ponderous sta* 
tue gradually yielded to his pressure ; he re- 
placed the brass knob, and, bearing in his 
arms the poor Jew, in safety quitted the 
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treasury ; to cloec the aperture, he resorted 
to the means he had witnessed Ismael prac- 
tise on the preceding day, viz. by pres«ng 
the toe of the left foot of the statue ; and, to 
his pleasure, all succeeded. How to recover 
the Jew'was now his sole thought, and lift- 
ing him in his arms, once more he carried 
him into the open air. A refreshing: se^ 
breeze was blowing at the time, from whidi 
he entertained hopes his patient would re- 
cover. The blood however continued to flow 
copiously, and the Jew was totally bereft of 
speech. Alnusur fanned him, and opened hif 
vest, that the breeze might refresh him ; but 
all to no purpose; the Jew struggled convid* 
sively, rolled frightfully his once shrewd and 
glistening eyes, now dimmed by the chill 
hand of death, essayed to speak, groaned, and 
died. Alnusur gazed with horror on the 



THE ZENANA. 69 

GCHrpse before him ; he called himself his mur- 
derer, and cursed his unlucky stars^ which 
had conducted him to the treasure-chamber. 
The appearance of the serpent now rushed 
on his recollection. 

" Oh fool that I was !'' said he, " not to 
haye taken warning by that hideous sight : 
ch 1 would I had fled from the Island for ever, 
then diould I have escaped the bitter reflec- 
tions I now endure.^ 

The twinges of conscience alone agitated 
not Alnuftur ; he feared lest he should be ac- 
cused as the Jew^s murderer ; flight therefore 
suggested to him the only means of avoid- 
ing such an imputation ; yet flight, at every 
hour from Gharipoori, was not to be reckoned 
upon. The boat in which Ismael had ar- 
rived, was the only one to be procured ; to 
show himself to the boatman and solicit a 
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passage to Bombay, would be madness. In 
the first fdace, the man would refuse, being 
hired by the Jew, for whom he was waiting; 
and secondly, it would only tend to raise a 
witness against himself, in the event of his 
being accused as the Jew^s murderer. 

To stand where he was^ hanging over the 
corpse, undedded how to proceed, was higUly 
impditic, and Alnusur turned aside ; as he 
did so, he thought he peroeiyed something 
glittering, suspended to the deceased^s neck: 
be returned, and upon examinatkn^disooyer* 
ed the exact counterpart of the key of the 
iron box, which he had so scrupulously with- 
held from the anxious Jew. Reflecting that 
now the box might easily become his own, 
Alnusur took the key from the neck of die 
Jew, deeming it wise to prevent any one 
from reaping any advantage by possessing it. 
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as well as oonceivuig it prudent to h^Te two 
keys, in case of losing or mislaying one. 
On the Jew'^s person there was little else of 
value, and bad there been, Alnusur would 
icrupulously have refrained from touching it. 
Possess^ ot the key, how to effi^^t his escape 
and avoid all suspicion of having been acces- 
sary to the Jew^ death, now occupied Alnu- 
tur's agitated mind ; he descended the hill ; not 
a creature impeded his progress ; he espied 
from a distance the boatman, dozing at the 
stem of his boat, ignorant of all that had 
been going on at the cavern, and patiently 
sleeping away the time, until his fare should 
return. Alnusur, guessing the man was not 
so drowsy, or so far distant but that he coidd 
hear his voice, bellowed aloud to him, calling 
on him, " for the love of Allah to come up 
to the cavern, for that murder was about to 
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be committed. Help, help, good boatman! 
haste, I pray thee, or death will be the conse- 
quence." 
, The boatman thui^ hailed, raised his head, 
stared wildly around him, and rushed from 
the boat, running wildly towards Alnusur, 
who speedily descending by another path to 
the water's edge, leaped into the boat, handled 
the oars, and pushed off, leaving the boatman 
to manage with the dead Jew as well a« he 
could. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Whither to steer his boat, Alnusur could 
not determine. Should he proceed to Bom- 
bay, he would be called on by^the boatmen 
of the place to account for his being in pos- 
session of their fellow-fishennan^s boat, and 
this would be a clue to his apprehension. 
After much deliberation, therefore, he turned 
his boat towaids the shores of the Maha- 
ratta country; and avoiding Panwell, where 
many boats were visible, he steered towards 
Salsette, until the river became narrow : he 
then leaped into the water, and swam ashore, 
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leaving his boat to float where the tide chose 
to convey it. 

By a circuitous path, he reached Panwell 
on foot, appearing as a traveller from the 
Deccan country. It so happened that no 
boats were at thie moment ready to go to 
Bombay, the communication at this period 
between that island and the Maharatt^ coun- 
try being very uncertain. After waiting two 
whole days, however, a boat laden with fire- 
wood sailed for Bombay, in which Alnusur 
obtained a passd,ge. 

As they passed the island of Gharipoori 
in their way, the Tindal of the boat was 
surprized on beholding the landing-place of 
the island crowded with people, who hailed 
the boat most loudly, accompan3nng their 
cries by the exhibition of white and red 
cloths intended for signals, should their 
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voices fail attracting notice. The Tindal, 
being curious to ascertain the cause of this 
unusual anxiety for a passage in his boat, 
steered her into the landing-place, leaped 
into a canoe, and joined the crowd on the 
shore. Alnusur, his passenger, well knew 
the cause of the outcry, but of course main- 
tained profound silence. 

^^ Thank Allah !^^ said an aged Mahomme- 
dan t6 the Tindal of the boat ; ^^ thanks be to 
Allah ! you passed this way ; here is a poor 
Jew been basely murdered by this scoun- 
drel of a boatman from Bombay, who, leav- 
ing his boat for the accursed purpose, she 
has floated away with the tide, and thus 
fortunately left him behind, and we have 
secured him. You must take him, together 
with the corpse, to Bombay, where I hope 
the villain will be hanged without delay/^ 

E 2 
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The Tindal haggled about the fare he was 
to receive for the conveyance of the prisoner ; 
and this being agreed upon, he demanded 
double the sum for conveying the corpse of 
poor Ismael, which the people of the island 
consented to pay, glad enough to get rid of 
the body on any terms. 

Alnusur, who had thought himself quite 
secure, and far from any chance of ever 
again beholding the corpse of poor Ismael, 
felt now considerably embarrassed, on per- 
ceiving the Tindal bearing it into the boat 
and throwing it down close to the spot on 
which he was standing. Several of the pas- 
sengers objected to being thus brought in 
contact with a corpse; but the Tindal having 
agreed with the people of Gharipoori, could 
not swerve from his word. Had he known, 
indeed the putrid state of his fare, he would 
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undoubtedly have refused to take it on board. 
Next came the prisoner, bound with cruel 
cords around his arms, in which state he had 
remained since his apprehension. 

Alnusur could not but deeply pity the 
poor man, whom he knew to be entirely in- 
nocent of the crime laid to his charge ; in- 
deed, he dared scarcely look him in the face, 
and felt inclined to publicly avow his inno- 
cence. He endeavoured, however, to pacify 
the poor man, who, with tears in his eyes, 
protested he was ignorant of the murder, and 
had found the body stretched at the entrance 
of the cavern. 

Alnusur alone believed him ; the rest of 
the passengers either ridiculed or abused 
him ; and all lending a hand at the oars, that 
they might the more speedily be freed 
from the offensive smell proceeding from the 
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corpttti, sang and joked until the boat reached 
Bombay, where the prisoner was surrendered 
to the police, and IsmaeFs wife apprised of 
the melancholy event. The good woman be- 
wailed her husband^s death sincerely, gave 
orders for his interment, and shut herself 
up in her house for three days, seen by no 
one. Alnusur was sorely grieved at witness- 
ing the poor boatman conveyed to prison, 
whither he would be doomed to remain 
until a sort of trial should take place, which 
was not unfrequently put off for many 
months, or to such time as suited the conve- 
nience of the Portuguese authorities. Ainu* 
sur had determined in his own mind, how- 
ever, to assist the poor prisoner with money, 
by which he doubted not his acquittal could 
easily be purchased; he therefore for the 
present turned his attention to other matters. 
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Understandiiig tbe widow of the Jew remain- 
ed at home immersed in gnef, Ahiiisur, un- 
der pretence <^ soothing her sorrows, \'en- 
tured to pay her a visiL After conversing 
about the mysterious murder <^ her husband, 
Ahiusur inquired whether she intended to 
reside in the same house ? she replied that 
she intended to dispose of all the personal 
effects of her late husband, and then re- 
tire to Surat, where her sister resided. Al- 
nusur observed he should like to be informed 
when the sale of the effects would take place, 
as he was particularly anxious to purchase 
some articles of furniture which had some 
time ago pleased his fancy. The Jewess ap- 
pointed a day for the sale, which she intend- 
ed should be public^ and that all persons 
might enter the house to select whatever 
articles they chose. Alnusur took his leave 
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of the poor widow, promising to attepd at 
the sale of the Jew's effects. 

It was the custom among the people at 
that period, when disposing of any personal 
property, to call in all their neighbours ; and 
the person most interested in the produce of 
the sale superintended, and delivered over 
each article to the purchasers, taking care, 
however, not to enter into hasty bargains^ but 
delay as long as possible, iti the hope of re- 
ceiving a more advantageous offer from some 
other customer.. Thus, on the day of the 
sale of IsmaeFs property, the Jewess was 
early to be seen arranging each article to be 
disposed of, and showing the goods off to the 
best advantage. The house was soon crowd- 
ed with shopkeepers, brokers, and idlers. 
The person most interested in the sale was 
Alnusur, who impatiently awaited the pro- 
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Auction of the iron box, which he doubted 
not he should be able to purchase for a mere 
trifle. After many articles had been cleared 
off, the Jewess produced the iron box, which 
«he regretted not being able to open, her 
dear husband having concealed the key 
where she could not come at it. ^^ The value 
of the box, neighbours,^ said she, *^ I scarcely 
know what it may be, but for old iron it 
will fetch at any rate five rupees.^ 

^* What does it contain ?" cried a voice. 
Only an old book, Sir,*' replied the widow, 

concerning our religion ; so my husband was 
wont to tell me." 

Alnusur stepped forwardand expressed his 
willingness to give five rupees for the box. 

" Will no one give any more 'f*"* cried the 
Jewess, according to her custom ; — •" will no 
one give more than five rupees ?** 

£ 5 
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At this instant, an influx of visitors con»- 
ingt either from curiodty or a desire to pur- 
chase» caused the widow to delay giving to 
Alnusur the box, in the hope some one pi 
those JAist arrived might take a fancy to it, 
and give more than that small sum. When 
»h« perceived the strangers arranged in the 
centre of the roam, with outstretched arm 
bearing the box, she exclaimed, ^^Five ru- 
pees for this box! Will no one give me 
more than five rupees ?'^ A voice from the 
crowd cried, *• Ten rupees I will give !^^ 

Ainusur turned to ascertain who was his 
opponent: it was, to his dismay, Donga Sette 
Brahmin, who with difficulty could repress 
his joy and delight at thus unexpectedly 
stumbling on his long lost box. 

Ainusur advanced another five rupees ; 
upon which the Brahmin boldly cried aloud, 
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" Twenty I will give !" Alnusur would not 
be backward ; and being now wealthy, to the 
amazement of the crowd bid one hundred 
rupees. The Jewess, delighted beyond mea- 
sure, and not dreaming any one would be 
mad enough to offer mor^ than this last sum, 
was about to hand it over to Alnusur, when 
the BrahmiA instantly doubled the amount. 
The Jewess was in an ecstasy, and was about 
to present the box to the Brahmin as she had 
done to Alnusur, when the latter, to every 
person's astonishment, offered five hundred 
rupees : the people actually shouted aloud ; 
the Jewess quite fcHrgot old Ismael, and 
%lmost danced for joy. 

The report of so much money being offered 
by a Brahmin and a Mahommedan for an 
iron box spre^ad all over the town, and the 
Jew's house was now crowded to excess, 
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ereiy one striTing to get a si^t of the two 
madmen, as they were eonsideTed. 

The two faiddefs had now become furious; 
they advanced fi:om hundreds to thousands : 
the Jewess noticing thdr offers by a scream 
of joy, which she found impossible to repress. 
The Brahmin had advanced five thousand 
rupees, which was quickly increased by Al- 
nusur to ax, when Dcmga Sette begged a 
parley in private with, the young Mahom- 
medan. Alnusur, granting his request, with- 
drew, desiring the Jewess to await their 
return : the woman nodded assent, and seem- 
ed rejoiced at the prospect of a moment's 
rest from her fatigues, increased as they 
were by the anxiety of mind she was labour- 
ing under. 

Donga Sette, approaching Alnusur, thus 
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addressed him : ^^ My friend, I perceive you 
are but too well informed of the contents of 
the iron box ; but of what use the book can 
be to you, who are ignorant of the language 
in which it is written, I cannot conceive: why 
therefore put me to this expense ?"" 

Alnusur replied — ** My worthy friend, of 
what use the box can be to you, without the 
key to open it, I also am at a loss to imagine ; 
therefore why do you put roe to all this trou- 
ble and unnecessary expense ?^ 

*' Whether I have the key or not, you can- 
not possibly know," replied the Brahmin. 

^^ And whether I can read the language of 
the book or not, you must be equally igno- 
rant,^ replied Alnusur. 

I perceive,^ continued Donga Sette, 

you will not quietly suffer me to bear away 
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the box ; let us return therefore to the woman, 
and proceed with our offers : he who has the 
longer purse must succeed."" 

Alnusur, assummg a placidity of counte- 
nance totally at variance with his inward 
feeling of alarm, which the Brahmin's last 
speech had been but too well calculated to in- 
spire him with, replied, " Be it so, worthy 
Brahmin r and moved towards the crowded 
apartment. They were received with ap- 
plauses and loud shouts, and welcomed by 
none more cheerfully than the Jewess, who, 
scarcely refraining from laughter, ccmtinued 
the sale, by exposing the box, saying, ^^ only 
six thousand rupees bid for this valuable 
box !" A peal of laughter from the crowd 
followed, and several minutes transpired ere 
silence could be preserved. 

The Brahmin went asfar as eight thousand 
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fiye hundred rupees, which Abiusur instant- 
ly increased to nine thousand ; which the 
Brahmin hearing, cast a look of fury at his 
Mahommedan opponent, stamped with his foot, 
and rushed from the house, lea\ing Alnusiir 
the victorious possessor of the box, which the 
truly enraptured Jewess speedily delivered 
to him, intimating her intention of following 
him to his house for the money. Alnusur 
assenting, he bade her follow him ; and ar- 
rived at his lodging, paid her the money, for 
which she was exceedingly thankful, and 
wished him all the happiness his bargain 
could produce him. 

Donga Sette, it has been related, started 
on his journey to Jaggernaut in consequence 
of a dream. Arrived at the sacred temple, 
he scrupulously performed all the sacrifices, 
and presented all the oflferings to the god : 
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all to no purpose — ^no informatioa did bis 
godship give him respecting fais box, or any 
thing else ; and, vexed and disappointed, tbe 
Brahmin prepared to return home as expe- 
ditiously as possible. He readied Paowell 
the day after that on which Alnusur sailed 
from thence in the fishing-boat laden with 
fire-wood, and in passing the island of Gha- 
ripoori, the circumstance of the murder of a 
Jew, which had recently occurred at the 
cave, was related to him by the people of the 
boat. There was something suspicious in this, 
though nothing which could positively lead 
to a discovery of his box ; nevertheless, the 
circumstance of a Jew having evidently visit- 
ed the cavern, convinced the Brahmin he had 
not been led thither either by curiosity or 
desire to improve himself in Hindoo my- 
thology. When, therefore, the Brahmin heard 
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of the sale of IsmaePs effects, he thought he 
would attend, as possibly the box might be 
pixxiuced amongst other articles; and that, 
should this be the case, he would find little 
or no difficulty in securing it : how he was 
disappointed, has already been related. He 
would willingly have gone on advancing in 
his offers, but for one weighty reason, — he 
knew he had no more money in his posses- 
sion. When deprived of liis box, he had but 
ten thousand rupees in the world, which his 
living, and his journey to Orissa, had reduced 
to the very sum he offered, in the vain hope, 

# 

his opponent would not be able to outbid 
him. Vexed beyond measure, he gave up 
the contest, and repaired to his lowly mansion 
in the woods, where he in secret brooded 
over his disappointment. 

The delighted Alnusur, after the Jewess 
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had left him, quickly opened the iron box, 
determined to commence his study of the 
Book of Knowledge without delay. The book, 
to outward appearance, displayed nothing 
particular : it had a common red cover, show- 
ing evident signs of age, and was tied around 
with a dirty tape string, in so many hard and 
difficult knots, as to render the loosening of 
them no very easy task. Alnusur'*s impar 
tience considerably augmented his perplexity ; 
and gladly would he have availed himself of 
the aid of some friendly knife, but feared he 
should, by so doing, sever some charm which 
would be injurious to him ; he therefore per- 
severed with tooth and nail, for nearly an 
hour, at the expiration of which time he suc- 
ceeded in opening the last knot, by far the 
most unyielding of any. Carefully folding 
up the string, AInusur collected all his San- 
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scrit books^ and seated hiipself in a comer of 
his chamber in the most studious attitude : 
opening the learned volume with reverence, 
he recited several verses from the Koran, 
murmuring an inward prayer for success in 
all his undertakings. The first page, to his 
surprize, was not written in the Sanscrit, but 
the common Hindi characters used by the 
people of Guzrat. AInusur rejoiced at this, 
tlie language being quite familiar to him. 
When, however, he proceeded to analyze the 
words contained therein, how was he amazed 
and alarmed at perceiving a debtor and cre- 
ditor account regularly balanced : he con- 
cluded the avaricious Jew, ever absorbed in 
calculating his profits, had dared to profane 
the learned book by his paltry money me- 
morandums. Turning to the second page, 
however, a similar account met his eye : the 
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third, fourth, and the whole of the book, 
contained nought but these debtor and cre- 
ditor accounts ; and Alnusur, groaning with 
vexation, dashed the filthy ledger from him, 
execrating the memory of the Jew, and curs- 
ing the old Jewess, and himself at the same 
time, for buying a box without first ascertain- 
ing its contents. Oh ! what a mortification it 
was, what a bitter reflection was it, to think 
he had given nine thousand rupees for an 
iron box, and an old filthy account book, 
neither of which could possibly be of the 
slightest use to him I The dejected youth, 
throwing off his turban, swore' never again 
to wear it, until he should gain the wished- 
for Book of Knowledge. 

A thought now struck him, that probably 
the book he so ardently desired might be 
amongst the Jews manuscripts and other 
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papers. In this last hope, the anxious Alnusur 
muffling himself up in his shawl, ^nd without 
his turban, ran quickly to the Jewesses 
house, where the sale was proceeding much 
to the good woman^s satisfaction : perceiving 
so welcome a customer re-enter her house, the 
Jewess, who was in the act of disposing of 
some of old IsmaePs wardrobe, left her occu- 
pation, and desired the people to make room 
for their betters; at the same time nodded, 
smiled, and smirked at the dejected Alnusur, 
expressing her hopes he was come to purchase 
more of her dear IsmaePs effects, and in- 
quired what articles he would wish to be 
produced for sale. Alnusur desired the 
books and the manuscripts should be put up 
without delay. The Jewess, calling to a little 
woolly-headed African boy, desired him to 
bring down from a garret a large basket- 
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All of papers, for the gentleman to examine. 
The boy obeying, a mass of dusty account- 
books were with difficulty hauled down the 
narrow staircase and brought into the sale- 
room. The business was now at a stand 
still, all persons wondering what Alnusur 
could be in search of. The young Mahon^ 
medan turned over the contents of the basket, 
and examined every book ; but nothing, save 
the confounded debtor and creditor accounts, 
met his eye. 

** Have you no other books in your house, 
good woman?'' he inquired of the obliging 
Jewess. 

" None,*' she replied, adding in a low voice, 
" if you will wait until the sale is over, you 
shall be welcome to search every comer ; and 
if you find what you require, make your own 
terms, — I will accept them."" 
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Alnusur nodded assent, and patiently 
awaited the conclusion of the sale. 

The most valuaUe of the effects having 
been disposed of, the lowest rabble now filled 
the room, and were bidding very trifling 
sums for the worn-out clothes of poor Is- 
mael. The Jewess, however, was as anxious 
and keen in the disposal of these rags, as 
she had been with better articles, praising the 
tattered vests as if they were right new from 
the tailc»r's hands. Alnusur, during this tedi- 
ous fN'ocess, sat worn out with anxiety and 
impatience, hoping every old pair of trowsers 
would be the last : but alas he was doomed to 
be disappointed ; for when indeed the last of 
such description of apparel had been dispo- 
sed of, the Jewess produced a huge bundle 
of worn-out black velvet skull-caps and sashes, 
which had once been red. To patiently 
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await the disposal of these, one by one, was 
next to impossible: he therefore offered twenty 
rupees for the lot ; and not being overbid, they 
were handed to him, and he hoped the sale 
would now close, Alnusur, however, quite 
forgot the old piapers and manuscripts, every 
one of which the Jewess proceeded to sort 
out for disposal, for the convenience of pur- 
chasers. Alnusur bid ten rupees for the lot, 
which was instantly delivered to him. He 
felt now quite certain every thing had been 
sold ; but, to his mortification, the Jewess 
called aloud, " Jacob i come hither, Jacob !" 
The little African appearing, he was de- 
sired to bring up the cooking utensils, for the 
purchasers to examine, and to run for the 
coppersmith, and desire him to bring his 
scales to weigh the copper pots, that the 
buyers should know what they were about. 
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Jacob obeyed ; the cooking utensils, and the 
coppersmith, made their appearance. Alnusur, 
had he the money to spare, for the purpose of 
finishing the sale would not have scrupled 
purchasing the whole lot, as he had done 
before; but, not in possession of the key to 
wealth, and having scarcely more than one 
thousand rupees in the world, he was con- 
strained to witness in silence the tedious pro- 
cess of weighing and selling each copper 
vessel. The day was now far advanced^ and 
Alnusur hoped, should there yet be any more 
articles to be disposed of, the sale would be 
postponed till the following day : the Jewess 
however, again called Jacob; " Come hither, 
boy ; come, and be sold yourself, my active 
slave: look at him, gentlemen,^' she continued, 
** only fourteen years of age, healthy, active 
and strong ; cost my poor dear husband two 
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hundred dollars only two years ago ; any one 
shall have him for two hundred and fifty.'^ 
Jacob grinned, and showed his white teeth, 
casting a longing look at Alnusur, of whose 
wealth he had seen convincing proof. Al- 
nusur, however, raised not his eye, conscious 
of his poverty, and one hundred rupees only 
were bid, by a tall morose-looking Mahom- 
medan at the further end of the room. Alnur 
sur ventured to add fifty, more to thwart the 
first bidder than for any desire on his part 
to bear away the boy. Jacob's eyes glistened 
with delight, and he twitched his mistress's 
elbow, as if begging her to accept the offer : 
no one advancing a rupee more, Jacob was 
delivered over to Alnusur, and the sale at 
length came to an end. 

When the people departed, Alnusur re- 
minded the Jewess of her promise, to allow 
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him to search the house for old books. 
^^ Search the house, indeed !" she cried ; ^* I 
diall allow no such thing, unless you pay me 
for so doing ; so pray go about your business, 
and let me be paid for my slave, my papers, 
and my velvet caps.'* 

Alnusur in vain remonstrated with this 
sordid woman, whose motive for detaining 
him under a false promise, was now very 
evident. She had watched his impatience, 
and purposely lengthened out the sale, in the 
hopes he would, for expedition's sake, become 
a wholesale purchaser. Having succeeded, 
as has been related, she scrupled not to break 
her promise ; but Alnusur, being extremely 
vexed and ai^y, vowed he would not pay 
her a rupee for his bargains, unless she 
allowed him to ransack the house as she had 
promised him. At length, for a douceur of 
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five rupees, the Jewess gave a reluctant con* 
sent; and Alnusur, followed by Jacob bearing 
a light, poked into every hole and comer of 
the mansion, without finding a scrap of 
paper of any kind. The idea now struck 
him, that probably the book might be depo- 
sited, for better security, in the Jew's strong 
box ; he therefore desired the Jewess to open 
it for his inspection : the woman with great 
reluctance produced the key. Alnusur, 
snatching it from her hand with breathless 
anxiety, rushed towards the iron chest. The 
Jewess, alarmed by his rude and hasty man- 
ner, and imagining he wais about to rob her 
of all the money in her possession, screamed 
violently, calling aloud, " Murder ! robbery ! 
fire ! help, neighbours, help !'' Alnusur, ere 
this cry could be attended to, opened the 
chest, and ascertaining there was no book of 
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any sort or kind within it, banged down the 
lid, locked it, and threw the key on the floor, 
desiring the Jewess to dismiss the neighbours, 
whose footsteps he plainly heard approach- 
ing. The Jewess, possessed of the key, 
ceased to be alarmed, apologizing to her 
friends for her unnecessary summons, and 
quietness once more reigned around. Ainu- 
sur, convinced the Book of Knowledge was 
not in the house, with Jacob, bearing on his 
head the bundle of skull caps, followed by 
the Jewess for the purpose of securing her 
money, walked towards his lodging. Alnu- 
sur in vain endeavoured to get off his bargain 
for the paper and the old caps ; the Jewess 
detailed a long string of losses she would sus- 
tain ; and how, had the goods been put up 
one by one, her profit would have been con- 
siderably greater, and that for his accommo- 
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dation alone she sold them in the lot, and 
consequently paid she would be. Finding 
all remonstrance useless, Alnusur paid for 
his slave boy, and his two lots of useless goods, 
expressing a hope he should never be so 
unfortunate as to behold the old hag's face 
again. 

Never was woman so happy as IsmaePs 
widow; in her husband^s life-time, she scarcely 
kn^w the shape of a rupee or a dollar, now 
she appeared to be rolling in riches apparently 
inexhaustible : on the other hand, never was 
man so vexed and unhappy as poor Alnusur ; 
his disappointment, when he had made sure 
the Book of Knowledge, that grand key to 
wealth, was in his hand, to find only a dirty 
ledger, of use only as waste paper, was too 
great to bear with patience ! he paced his 
verandah, slapped his forehead, clenched his 
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fist. Still heaping curses on the Jew for not 
informing him where to find the book, and 
abusing his widow for causing him to waste 
his money and his time at her trumpery 
outcry. 

" What have I gotten after all ?" would he 
continue to say — " an iron box worth nothing, 
and a slave boy who will eat more than I 
shall be able to allow myself: fool that I was 
to bid for him ! however, if I canH maintain 
him, he must be sold again ; and what is to 
become of mer 

Alnusur continued giving vent to these 
far from comfortable reflections, until night 
with rapid strides advanced. Jacob appear- 
ed, bearing a lamp, which placing at a res- 
pectful distance, he was about to retire. 

" Come hither, boy !^' cried his new master ; 
** tell me truly, when in the service of the 
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Jew, did you never see him deeply (Engaged 
in study V 

" Oh ! yes, master, every day : he used to 
read jone book in particular, until his eyes 
were no bigger than peas.'' 

" What sort of a book ? and where did he 
keep it?" 

" He kept it in the iron box, master gave 
nine thousand rupees for.*** 

" Psha l*^ said Alnusur, angry at being thus " 
reminded of his bad bargain, " I know that ; •* 
but tell me, what sort of a book was it ?*^ 

'' Oh, it was a small thick book.*' 

" How did it open, — ^like this .?'' (producing 
the account book). 

" Oh no ! master, not that way ; like the 
Koran." 

" What sort of a cover had it ?" 

" Oh, a very fine cover, all over gold : but I 
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only saw the cover once ; for my master, when 
any one came near him, covered it up with 
his shawl." 

" Where do you think the book is now?^* 
inquired Alnusur. 

^' Ah ! I know,^ said the boy, looking 
archly. 

^> Do you, indeed, good Jacob ? Tell me, I 
command you then, where is it ?^ 

" I can guess, I know/* replied Jacob, 
wearing a most sagacious countenance, and 
exhibiting his pearUwhite teeth. 

" Tell me then, sirrah,'' said Alnusur, 
*^ where is the book ?** 

" In master's little iron box, which he 
gave nine thousand rupees for," replied the 
boy, waiting his master's next question. 

Alnusur, losing all patience at becoming, 
as it seemed, the laughing stock of his very 
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slave, and seizing the identical iron box, was 
about to level it at the head of poor Jacob, 
when a knock at the chamber door arrested 
his uplifted arm. 

Jacob, anxious to escape, opened the door, 
quickly passing a man muffled up in a coarse 
cloth, who inquired for Alnusur. The boy, 
pointing to his masters apartment^ dart- 
ed out of sight. Alnusur demanded who 
wanted him, and the unexpected visitor bold- 
ly entered the room. " I am come, Sir/' sai(^ 
a poor half Hindoo, half Portuguese man, 
" on the part of my unfortunate brother, whom 
you promised to assist."" 
*' By Allah !"' exclaimed Alnusur, " the whole 
world is conspired against me ; who in the 
name of wonder are you ? and who is your 
miserable brother .?" 
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" Ah ! Sir, he is indeed miserable ; and I 
fear his life is in danger.^ 

"Well, fellow, what is this to me ? let him 
die, then, and end this wretched life.**' 

" He has a family, Sir, and is loth to die, 
especially as he is innocent of the crime laid 
to his charge." 

'* Crime ! what crime ?** 

'' Murder, Sir — the murder of a Jew.'^ 

** Oh !" cried Alnusur, the whole truth now 
flashing across his mind : " true, I promised 
to assist the poor man, but then I had 
money, now I have none : did he send thee 
hitfier?'' 

*' He did. Sir ; for his trial is to come on 
within a few days, and with difficulty did I 
gain admittance to his prison.**' 

"Well, my friend, I will visit him, and 



108 THE ZENANA. 

offer him my advice ; but as to money, I 
fear—" 

^' Ah, Sir, say not so ; your advice may be 
excellent, but without gold my poor brother 
will surely be hanged.^ 

^' Have you ofiered any sum to the magis- 
trate ?" inquired Alnusur. 

" Yes, Sir, and am convinced, for a thou- 
sand rupees " 

" A thousand rupees ! where is it to come 
from, my good man ? consider what a sum it 

IS. 

" True, Sir ; but then my brother's life, 
and the lives of five small children— -consider 
them.'' Here the unhappy petitioner shed 
tears, which, as he fell at Alnusur's feet, 
coursed down his coal-black cheeks, and 
choked further utterance. 

Alnusur, knowing himself to be the cause 
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of the Jew's death, was moved by so affect- 
ing a scene, and raising the poor man, said, 
"I will keep my promise : furnish among you 
fifty rupees, and to-morrow I will bring 
your brother tlie remaining nine hundred 
and fifty.'' 

The suppliant kissed Alnusur's feet, in- 
voking blessings on him for evermore. 

The hour for visiting the prisoner being 
appointed, the man took his departure, ut- 
tering thanks and praises of Alnusur's gene- 
rosity, until he found himself in the streets. 

Alnusur, when alone, considered his rash 
promise, by performing which he would 
reduce himself to actual beggary— nine hun- 
dred and fifty rupees being all he had in the 
world : on the other hand, could he, for the 
sake of such a sum, see an innocent man 
hanged for a crime himself had uninten- 
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tionally been guilty of? "No!" cried the 
youth, " I am youngand strong, unincumbered 
by family or friends ; though I lose my money, 
I shall not endanger my life, and the rupees 
shall be given to the boatman.^ With this 
benevolent intention did Alnusur that night 
place his head upon his pillow ; and, not- 
withstanding his cruel disappointment, slept 
soundly. 

Not so poor Jacob, who had the whole 
day toiled at the Jewesses sale, without 
tasting a grain of rice either there or in his 
new abode ; hungry and miserable, he tossed 
about, anxiously looking for morning, that 
he might obtain a meal. 

On the following day, Alnusur, summoning 
the obedient slave, gave him some money, 
desiring him to purchase rice and some 
onions, which he commanded should be 
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boiled in a particular manner. The delight- 
ed Jacob flew to the bazaar, purchased rice 
and onions, and quickly cooked them to his 
master^s satisfaction ; who having eaten as 
much as he required, gave the remainder to 
his famished slave. 

At the appointed hour, Alnusur, taking 
the remains of his small fortune, sallied to- 
wards the gaol, where by a fee to the gaoler 
he obtained access to the cell of the un- 
happy boatman. The prisoner was pacing 
his narrow apartment, in an agony of mind 
not to be witnessed without deep commisera- 
tion. At the appearance of Alnusur, the 
poor man'^s eyes glistened with delight as 
he made his humble obeisance. Alnusur, 
in the hope he should be able by advice 
alone to put the poor man in the way of 
escaping punishment, determined not to 
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produce his cash immediately ; and therefore 
signed to the prisoner to sit down, and de- 
sired him to detail to him the true state of 
the case, and conceal nothing from him. 
The boatman proceeded to narrate all Al- 
nusur but too well knew already. 

'*It appears to me,'* said Alnusur, " there 
is no proof whatever against you : had you 
stripped or plundered the corpse, and any of 
the property been found upon you, then, in- 
deed, your case would have been hopeless.'* 

" Indeed, Sir, I took nothing — that is, no- 
thing of any value." 

" But what did you take ?" inquired Alnu- 
sur. 

" Only an old book. Sir, with a gold cover, 
because it looked so pretty. ** — 

*' What say you ? a book with a gold cover ! 
Where is it ? was it found upon you ? who 
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has got it ? Tell me quickly — your life de^ 
pends upon it.^' 

Alnusur was so agitated, that he scarcely 
knew what he said, or what question he 
wished to have first answered. The prisoner, 
as soon as his visitor was a Uttle composed, 
explained that on discovery of the body of 
the Jew he became greatly alarmed, and 
meditated to bury or conceal it in the cavern ; 
and had actually raised it for this purpose, 
when a handsome looking book fell from 
some part of the garments ; and thinking it 
might be a Koran, which the Mahomme* 
dans would value, he thrust it in his own 
sash or kummer-bund, which had not been 
searched when he had been apprehended. 
Fortunately, onboard the boat from Pan well, 
which conveyed him prisoner to Bombay, 
his brother, who followed the same profession 
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as himself, happened to be employed. As 
he was placed near the corpse, avoided by 
every one, he signed to his brother to ap- 
proach him ; and thinking the book, on his 
arrival in Bombay, might tell against him» 
if recognized by the Jew^s friends, in a low 
voice desired him to extract it from his sash, 
and take possession of it until liis trial should 
be over. 

" And has he got it now?*" eagerly inquired 
Alnusur. 

"He has. Sir; and, if you desire it, will 
surrender it to you with pleasure : he will 
be here presently, and I will desire him 
to fetch it."" 

Alnusur was inexpressibly delighted; at 
the same time essayed to conceal his joy, 
allowing the boatman to remain under the 
idea that the book was, as he suspected, a 
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valuable copy of the Koran, for which he 
was most anxious. The prisoner's brother 
shortly after appeared : he informed them 
that the magistrate had agreed to receive 
the sum of one thousand rupees, for which 
he promised to release the innocent man. 
The book was then demanded by both 
Alnusur and the prisoner ; and it was with 
feelings of great joy, Alnusur learned it was 
safe at the house of the prisoner's brother. 
The man was instantly dispatched for the 
wished-for book, and quickly returning, de- 
livered it into Alnusur's hands, who joyfully 
giving the nine hundred and fifty rupees, 
took leave, and hurried homewards. 

Alnusur was never before so rewarded for 
a good action. Had he deviated from his 
word and promise to assist the innocent 
boatman, the book, in all probability, would 
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never have been in his possession. Once more 
did the happy youth prepare to study the 
Book of Knowledge. He found that the 
pedestal upon which the statue stood, was 
guided by twelve diflFerent springs, indepen- 
dent of the one which ensured the means of 
entrance ; and that whilst in the act of mak- 
ing use of one of them, by pressing the brass 
knobs, a second spring was set for another 
day ; so that a stranger would, in the event of 
gaining an entrance to the cavern, find it 
next to impossible to ensure an exit, and 
suffer a lingering death from starvation. 
Alnusur studied deeply the moral essays 
contained in the book, and determined to 
follow and scrupulously observe its precepts. 
At present his attention was directed to the 
proper preservation of the iron box, which 
the Brahmin knowing him to be possessed of. 
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would spare no pains to deprive him of it. 
He first procured a strong iron chest, in 
the inside of which he caused an iron staple 
to be fixed ; to this he chained the important 
box containing the book, and for additional 
security fastened the larger iron chest by 
the same method to the wall at the head of 
his couch, carrying about his person all the 
keys, which he guarded with a most scru- 
pulous vigilance. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Alnusur successfully vi»ted the cavern of 
wealth, scrupulously attending to the rules 
and precepts of the Book of Knowledge. 
Bemg possessed of immense wealth, he ven- 
tured to solicit the hand of his beloved Zaide, 
who was still unmarried. For this purpose^ 
therefore, did he visit Cambay, and desired 
an interview with Harak, whose pride had 
now somewhat subsided, having lost his Dee- 
wanship, by having offended the Nuwab. 
The Ex-Deewan, hearing of the sum Alnusur 
proposed to give him to purchase his consent. 
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at once acceded to the proposal, and Zaide, 
the lovely Zaide, became Alnusur's bride. 
The happy pair returned to Bombay, where 
Alnusur had purchased a sumptuous resi- 
dence, fit for the reception of his beauteous 
wife, who expressed her high satisfaction in 
the most endearing terms. The happy Al- 
nusur neglected not the rules in the Book of 
Knowledge ; nay, he became the more scru- 
pulously attentive to them, and endeavoured 
to impress the necessity of observing them on 
his beloved partner. The beggar was never 
turned from his gate, the widow never ap- 
pealeil in vain, and the distressed were confi- 
dent.there to receive comfort and assistance. 
Zaide was to Alnusur as the sun to the 
earth ;. his love for her daily increased, and he 
felt that without her, life would be a burthen 
to him, even though master of immense trea* 
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sure. Zaide loved Alnusur with equal ar- 
dour, and happiness reigned throughout their 
dwelling. 

Donga Sette Brahmin, although deprived 
of the means of doing as much good as his 
benevolent disposition dictated, neverthe- 
less continued to bestow his mite on the distres- 
sed, to comfort the afflicted, and educate the 
little children in his neighbourhood. His 
wife would, however, continue to sigh after 
the Book of Knowledge, through which, she 
had been inforn^ed by her spouse, riches 
could be attained, although the exact method 
had been withheld from her knowledge ; she 
knew also that Alnusur was in possession of 
the volume, and frequently threw out hints 
to the worthy Brahmin, of the possibility of 
his being able to purloin it from him. Don- 
g^ Sette spumed the idea : " No !'' he would 
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say, " were I to succeed by artifice or vio- 
lence, success would not attend me ; should 
it be the pleasure of the mighty Brahma to 
possess me of the book, cheerfully will I re- 
ceive it, and become his humble instrument 
for disseminating knowledge, and relieving 
the destitute.'' 

His wife« perceiving the Brahmin immove- 
able, discontinued urging, him on the subject. 
As wealth is often the parent of pride, it 
will not be wondered at, that Zaide, intoxi- 
cated with the homage she received, assumed 
so haughty a deportment, as to disgust all 
her own and her husband's friends. Confi- 
dent in her Alnusur's riches, she grew tired 
of adhering so closely to the rules of mora- 
lity preached to her by her anxious husband* 
and by degrees neglected them one by one ; 
her example, unfortunately, was followed by 
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Alnusur^ who, perceiving his success at the 
cavern continued, attached daily less impor- 
tance to the golden rules ill his Book of 
Knowledge. The inconsideiiUie couple, it is 
true, coldly doled out their charity to those 
who petiticHied for it, but sought not out, as 
at first, the destitute and afflicted, and even 
at length were wearied by the sight of the 
beggar at their door. Feasting and dancing, 
music and mirth, occupied their attention. 
Zaide^s ambition was display ; to exhibit her 
jewels and diamonds^ and outvie other wo- 
men, and throw open her splendidly illumi- 
nated apartments, night after night, was now 
her study ; on this did her happiness depend. 
The least failure, or trifling disappointments, 
irritated and vexed her so, that she became, 
from loss of temper, absolutely insufferable. 
Alnusur, loving Zaide as he did, caught the 
infection ; he became haughty and tyrannical, 
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improvident and intemperate ; even the laws 
dT the boly Prophet were expmiged from his 
memory, and he indulged so freely in wine, 
that for days he would wallow in a state of 
beastly intoxication. The Gosayn and' the 
Fakir were now unceremoniously driven from 
their gates, and Zaide, in her rage, abso- 
lutely abused them. 

A great festival was at hand: Zaide, from 
ostentatious motives, demanded ten thousand 
rupees to fling into the streets from her splen- 
did litter as she proceeded to the Ead-gar*; 
and Alnusur, scarcely recovered from the 
effects of a recent debauch, bluntly refused 
her request, and darted from the presence of 
his enraged wife. From this moment a want 
of confidence in man and wife arose, toad 
hi^iness, even in their construction of the 

* Mausoleum where the Kutba is read. 
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word, fled from AInusur's mansion. Still he 
loYed, Zaide and she had not the smallest 
reason to doiibt the fact. To her he was 
constant, no strange beauty bewildered his 
senses, and he felt without Zaide life would 
be far from desirable. 

One day, returning from his ride, Alnusur^ 
as he passed the outer wall of his house^ 
which, as he sat on his horse, afforded him a 
commanding view of his court-yard, to his 
surprise perceived his wife holding converse 
with a Fakir, or religious mendicant. He fan- 
cied she smiled ; burning with jealous fury, 
he alighted, rushed to the entrance gate, and 
drawing his dagger, speedily approached the 
beggar with an uplifted arm. Zaide scream- 
ed aloud, but the Fakir stood immoveable, 
watching the motions of the infuriated AU 
nusur with a collected firmness which saved 
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his life ; for when his assailant thought the 
deadly instrument would penetrate the Fa- 
kir*s heart, to his surprise, owing to the beg- 
gar's slipping on one side, the dagger, aimed 
with a hellish fury, struck against the wall of 
the house, and was shivered to atoms. 

^^ Oh, Alnusur, what wouldest thou have 
done ?" cried the alarmed Zaide ; " an holy 
man to be thus assailed, thou art surely mad.^^ 

Alnusur, indeed, rejoiced at the poor man's 
escape, and turning to command the Fakir's 
departure, to his astonishment perceived he 
had fled. 

" Zaide,'' he cried, " till now I thought you 
faithful." 

*^ And what," she cried, " has caused you 
now to think otherwise ?" 

" Oh, woman, woman !" he replied, " wert 
not thou the first to drive away the beggars, 
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mi how is it, thent I see you now in cheerful 
Qoov^se with the man I would have sacrifi- 
ced to my fury ?" 

'^ Oh, Alnusur, do you thus basely suspect 
me ! Thro hence all happiness — let us part 
for ever." 

" Oh no ! no, beloved Zaide, forgive me: I 
have acted wrong, very wrong; let us live for 
one another ; forgive me, dearest Zidde.*" 

^^ Alnusur, hear me ; I have not in thought 
even been untrue to you : think then what I 
feel at your unjust suspicions. The holy man 
whose life you would have taken, is the friend 
of my father : from pious motives does he 
wander to collect alms for the erection of a 
mosque at Cambay. We talked of former 
times, of days gone by ; if I were pleased, have 
I been guilty of a crime ?*' 

" Oh, no, no! Zaide, my beloved: I will seek 
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out the holy man*— I will even build the 
mosque to pacify him and obtain his forgive- 
ness; grant me your pardon, and I shall be at 
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Zaide held out her hand, saying, ^^ Be it so, 
but beware how a second time you entertain 
such dire suspicions.*^ 

Time passed as before : Alnusur in vain 
sought out the offended Fakir, and he ima- 
^ned he had departed ; one morning, however, 
as he was preparing to take his lide, the 
Fakir walked past the house, crying, " Woe, 
woe to the house of Alnusur !'' Zaide, who 
was at an upper apartment, screamed with 
terror, and Alnusur, leaving his horse, pursued 
the beggar, praying him to return and receive 
alms. The Fakir waved his hand contemp- 
tuously and passed on. The following, and 
each succeeding day did the Fakir stalk past 
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the outer gate, cr3ring, " Woe, woe to the 
house of Ahiusur !" Zaide became greatly 
alarmed, and Alnusur's spirits failed him; he 
was visited by horrid dreams, he fancied his 
Zaide a lifeless corpse — ^murdered by his own 
hand ! At such a time he would start up and 
seize the arm of his sleeping wife, who in 
vain demanded the cause for such disturbance. 
This dream more than once haunted his ima- 
gination, but he concealed its dire import 
from his beloved Zaide, and strove to disre- 
gard it ; but in vain ; something dreadful, he 
felt convinced, was hanging over his head, 
but what, he could not possibly conceive, 

Zaide received from Cambay the melan- 
choly news of her father^s death ; this, perhaps, 
was the only calamity, and in this idea A.lnu- 
sur endeavoured to compose himself. Zaide 
kept to her apartments, indulging in bitter 
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grief. The Fakir failed not daily to foretel 
woe to the house of Alniisur, and the dreams 
still haunted the couch of that dejected man. 

About one month after the receipt of the 
melancholy news from Cambay, Zaide re- 
quested permission to visit an aunt, lately 
arrived at Thannah, or Salsette. Alnusur, 
thinking a change would alleviate his wife's 
distress, assented, promising to come for her 
himself afterten days^ time. Should he not be 
punctual, he bade her not be under any alarm, 
for that he should certainly delay no longer 
than three days beyond that period. In thus 
saying he had his reasons, which will present- 
ly be explained. Zaide, therefore, without 
any suite, attended only by a female slave, 
proceeded to Salsette, leaving Alnusur alone 
in his spacious mansion. 

Alnusur knew that after thirteen days he 
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might visit die cavern, and it was his in- 
tention to call there on his way to Salsette, 
whither he preferred going by water, and to 
select a handsome sum of money to present 
to the aunt of his beloved Zaide. He knew 
nothing would please his wife so well, and 
he therefore prepared accordingly. Just as 
he was setting out from his mansioD, the Fa- 
kir crossed his path, uttering, ^^ Woe, woe to 
the house of Alnusur^P Accustomed to this 
ominous croaking, Alnusur allowed it not to 
depress his spirits, and thinking only of the 
pleasure of again meeting his dear Zaide, 
passed rapidly to the water^s edge, where a 
.boat being in readiness, he quickly embarked 
and was rowed in safety to the island of 
.Ghsuipoori. Previous to leaving his house, 
he had carefully made an extract from the 
Book of Knowledge, that no difficulty might 
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accrue in attempting an exit from the cavern ; 
confident, therefore, of his usual success, he 
pressed the toe of the colossal statue, which 
receded at the touch. Descending the stain 
an unpleasant smell saluted him, which he 
concluded ardse from the pent up vapouiis 
oi the place ; but to his surprise and hc^ror 
he perceived at the foot of the stairs a corpse. 
If he was shocked at this appearance, how 
was he horrified and distracted by discover- 
ing, (HI a farther examination, it was the 
corpse of his beloved Zaide I Woe was in- 
deed Come upon the miserable Alnusur : he 
tore his hair and beat his breast, his screams 
resounded through the vaulted cavern, he. 
threwMmself on the body of his beloved, and 
wept in agony. The truth burst upon him, 
she must have watched him in his visits to 
the cavern, and dared to tempt an entrance 
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by herself. He was indeed correct. Zaide, 
it will be remembered, on a particular occa- 
sion demanded from him ten thousand ru- 
pees, which he refusing, not on the plea of 
inability, she determined to ascertain from 
whence his wealth proceeded. She did so, 
and planned a visit to the hoard in secret. 
Having obtained permission to go to Salsette, 
an opportunity she conceived now offered to 
put her plans into execution. The second 
day after her arrival at her aunt's, she ex- 
pressed her intention of visiting a peer, or 
religious place, in the neighbouring islands ; 
and that probably she should from thence 
return to Bombay, and bring back her hus- 
band to Thannah. Her aunt dared not to 
oppose her intention, and alone did the im- 
prudent Zaide, rowed by a single fisherman, 
reach Gharipoori. She desired him to return 
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whence he came, trusting she should easily 
procure another conveyance when ready to 
quit the island. 

She had disguised herself in male attire^ 
covering her person with an immense 
shawl, one which Alnusur had but lately 
presented her with. She entered the cavern : 
alas ! little did she imagine it would prove 
her grave ; she feasted on the piles of riches, 
and delight danced in her eye. When she 
had selected as much as she could carry and 
conceal under her shawl, the ill-starred Zaide 
prepared to quit the repository of wealth. 
Closed was the portal, and all her attempts 
to force it ineflFectual. The wretched woman 
laid her down in an agony indescribable. 
Soon did hunger commence its dire attacks, 
a dreadful thirst parched her lips, and mad- 
ness almost seized her brain. For one day 
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she bore patiently all the horrcHrs of starva- 
tion, living on the hope her Alnusur might 
visit the cavern, and extricate her from the 
jaws of death. Alas I he came not ; another 
day, and no helping hand to succour the 
dying Zaide. At length, nature unsupport* 
ed sunk, and Zaide, actually famished, lay 
down and died. 

The distracted Alnusur, having spent 
many hours in weeping and giving vent to 
the most poignant grief, began to consider 
what steps he should pursue, to bury his 
wife's corpse. To leave it there, was an 
idea he entertained not for a moment. At 
last he determined to remove it from .the 
cavern, and bury it in some one of the dark 
cells above. He with difficulty raised it to 
the head of the stairs, and opening the por- 
tal, dragged the body after him. He next 
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w^it in search of some implement, with which 
a grave might be prepared. In a field 
below the hill, he fortunately found an iron 
implement of husbandry: this he quickly 
seized and returned to the cavern, where, hav- 
ing with difficulty found a soft spot, he dug 
the grave of his once beauteous Zaide ; and 
as he closed over her remains the last earth, 
{dt as if he had shut from himself all hope of 
happiness for ever. He returned to Bombay ; 
arrived at his own house, he shut himself up 
in his apartments, and was seen by no one. 
It was reported his wife had eloped with a 
Mahommedan of rank, and Alnusur, when he 
did make his appearance, was pointed and 
laughed at by all the city. Disgusted and 
dejected, the miserable Alnusur came to 
a determination to do one good act, and 
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then in seclusion pass the remainder of his 
days. 

It was evening : Donga Sette Brahmin had 
dismissed his little urchins, and was enjoying 
the exhilarating breeze in his verandah, when 
a stranger, muffled up in a coarse cloth, ap- 
peared before him, begging an audience. The 
Brahmin signed him to enter, and desired 
him to be seated. ^^ Brahmin,'^ said a low 
hollow voice, " you once possessed a treasure.' 
Donga Sette stared in mute astonishment, 
but nodded assent. 

" You,'' continued the stranger," used your 
riches properly ; you fed the hungry ; you 
instructed the ignorant. 

" I did all in my power,'' replied the wor- 
thy Brahmin. 

" You did. A villain robbed you of this 
key to wealth, know you who it was ?*' 
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^^ The Jew Ismael, I suspect,^' said the 
Brahmin. 

" For him I basely robbed you of your 
keys at the Jatra, lUid possessed myself of 
the iron box ; ignorant of the contents, I 
gave it to the Jew," 

^^ Heaven be praised ! "* said the Brahmin. 
^* Is it the rich and powerful Alnusur who 
speaks ?^ 

" It is, indeed, Alnusur," replied the stran- 
ger ; " the once rich, once happy Alnusur, but 
now the most miserable of all mankind.*" He 
here related every particular to the Brahmin, 
concluding by presenting him with the iron 
box, and both its keys, saying, " Take it, wor- 
thy Brahmin ; you alone know how to use 
the treasure when in your possession, and 
yours it shall be ; for me> all the wealth of 
the world is now of no use. I deserve the 
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misery I am suffering, for I neglected the 
rules of the Book of Knowledge. As a 
Fakir^ as a religious mendicant will I 
wander through Hinddstan, and resign the 
world and all its allurements ; for Zaide is 
dead, and I, alas ! am the cause of her death ; 
for had I obeyed the precepts of the book, 
and cherished, instead of expelling and aim- 
ing at the lives of beggars, woe would not 
have come on the house of Alnusur." 

Donga Sette endeavoured to persuade 
Alnusur from his intention of becoming a 
Fakir, but to no purpose : he left the iron 
box and keys at the Brahmin's feet, and 
making a salaam, left the house. The 
Brahmin, once more possessed of his Book of 
Knowledge, continued to live beloved and 
respected by all who knew him, assisting the 
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poor, relieving the distressed, teaching the 
ignorant, and practising every moral virtue. 

The Nil wab. made no remark on this Story 
of the Coppersmith, but arose, intimating 
his intention of being ])resent next day to 
hear another tale; and, in consequence, 
Moye-ed-din summoned all the remaining 
persons to his palace, when the lot fell upon 
Kuzl-bashee the Dyer, who on the following 
day appeared, and commenced his narrative 
as follows. 
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CHAPTER V. 

In the Hegira 1070,* the mighty Aurung 
zebe reigned at Delhi, and notwithstanding 
the war with his Brother Suja, which was 
carried on at the extremity of the empire, 
the indefatigable Emperor suffered not his 
attention to be diverted from the civil affairs 
of the state. Accustomed to business from 
his youth, he suffered nothing of the minu- 
test kind to escape his observation. He 
was extremely particular in framing rules 
for the administration of justice ; and that he 

» A. D. 1660. 
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might be assured his orders were obeyed, and 
his regulations enforced^ often condescend- 
ed at night to wander, in company with his 
Vizier, through the city, both being closely 
disguised. By these means, circumstances 
not unfrequently came to his notice, which 
otherwise he would have been entirely igno- 
rant of. One moonlight night, as the Em- 
peror and his Vizier were passing through 
an obscure lane in the city, they were met 
by three beggars in a most miserable condi- 
tion, one of whom was evidently lame. The 
mendicants failed not to beg alms, and the 
Emperor, considering the lonely situation 
pf the place, thought it prudent to pre- 
sent them with a few rupees, upon which all 
falling to the earth, one of them exclaimed : 
^^Oh, generous strangers, suffer us each to 
prostrate ourselves to the ground thirty times 
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for your generosity.'" The Emperor, anxious 
to return, would willingly have disused whh 
so tedious a demonstration of their gratitude, 
but the beggars declaring, if they were per- 
mitted thus to thank their donors, they 
must be under the necessity of returning the 
money, the Emperor thus addressed them» 

^^ It is inconvenient for me this night, mid 
in such a place, to receive your humble and 
tedious prostrations, but suffer us to accom- 
pany you to your lodgings that we tnay 
know where to find you ; and I promise faith- 
fully to send for you early on the morrow, 
and then receive your thanks in any manner 
you may deem expedient; and, moreover, 
promise to double the sum now offered to 
you.^ The mendicants acquiescing in the 
arrangement, insisted on the Emperor receiv- 
ing back the money he had put into their 
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hands whatever might be his intention on 
the following day, as it was thdr invariable 
custom not to retain a picc"^ given tbera as 
charity, unless the donor suffered them to 
prostrate themselves thirty times before him. 
Auningzebe was therefore compelled to 
take back his money, and foUow the beggars 
to an obfvure part of the city, where a mi- 
serable shed, he was informed, was the only 
habitation they enjoyed. The Emperor 
having taken leave of these singular beings, 
conversed with his Vizier on their extra- 
ordinary conduct, an explanation of which 
he was most anxious to hear. He therefore 
directed his Vizier to cause the beggars to 
be summoned to his palace the next day, but 
not to inform them who it was that demand- 
ed their attendance. The Vizier bowing to 

* Small copper coin. 
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the earth, swore to execute his orders, and 
when arrived at the palace took leave of his 
royal master for the night. 

Early on the following day the beggars 
who had purposely remained within their 
•hed, beheld a messenger approach, and 
that he should not fail to understand to 
whom he ought to apply, stood at the front 
of their miserable dwelling. The messenger 
delivered to them his orders, and they pro- 
posed to foUow him. When brought before 
the Emperor, how great was the astonish- 
ment of the mendicants at beholding in him 
their charitable friend of the preceding night* 
Aurungzebe beheld their surprise, and thus 
addressed them. 

** Persians, for I see you are of that coun- 
try, I have summoned you according to my 
promise, to double the sum I offered you last 
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night, on conditicm that you faithfully inform 
me the reasons which compel you to prostrate 
yourselves thirty times at the feet of your 
charitable friends. I perceive one of you to be 
lame and the other to have lost an eye, and 
congratulate the third on his apparent perfect 
state of body. The beggars all made a salaam, 
but the third did so with his left hand, which 
failed not to attract the notice of the Empe- 
ror, who demanded the reason. " Our friend,*' 
said the lame man, ** can do no otherwise ; he 
has lost his right hand. The maimed man, 
in corroboration of his brother^s statement, 
thrust from under his long sleeve a withered 
stump, which he again quickly concealed from 
view. " In the name of wonder r said the 
Emperor, " how happens it that you are all in 
this very miserable condition .^ The Beggars 
were silent, not willing, apparently,* to give 

VOL. III. H 
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the wished-for explanaticm^ but AuniDgzdbe 
insisting on being fully informed on the sub- 
ject, the lame man replied, ^^ Most mighty 
Emperor, if the adventiures of three misera- 
ble beggars can interest your royal heart, we 
are ready to relate them to you.*" Aurung- 
zebe declaring he was most anxious to learn 
by what accident they were thus reduced, 
the lame man thus commenced his history: — 

THK STORY OF THE FIRST BEG6AB. 

I am a Persian, a native of Yezd, and my 
name is Yasmin. My father was a corn-mer- 
chant, and a man of 'considerable wealth, but 
like many other men of Yezd, was a Sufi,* in 

* " The Arabic word Sufi^ means wise^ pious. It may 
be derived from the word Saaf, pure^ dean. Some 
think this class were so called from the word Soof> 
which means wool, the followers being invariablj 
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which persuasion I was brought up. Yezd 
being celebrated for the number of learned 
Sufis it contained, I soon became, through 
the introduction of my religious teacher, Syud 
Mahonuned Ali, acquainted with several of 
the most learned of the sect. Owing to my 
father's flourishing circumstances, I had 

clothed in coarse wooUen garments. It appears, 
from several writings of Mahommedan authors, that a 
class caUed Sufis, were co-exigent with their reli- 
gion, but are now considered as among the most 
dangerous of its enemies. The Sufi contenms the 
forms of the true faith, and entertains very free opi- 
nions regarding its dogmas. These, with their claim 
to a distinct communion with the Deity, have sub- 
jected them to the accusation of entirely disbelieving 
what they outwardly profess to respect, and, conse- 
quently, they are considered infidels. The teachers 
offer their disciples of this sect their own absurd and 
varied doctrines, instead of the forms and usages of 
the Mahommedan religion. They are required to 
consider their teacher superior to all other mor- 
tals, in short, expected to adore him." — Makohn'i 
Hist, Persia, vol. ii. 

H ^ 
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abundance of leisure time to make myseir 
a perfect Sufi, and firmly believe a more 
zealous one than myself was not to be found 
in Yezd. I therefore strove, by diligence, 
and application to the most difficult studies, 
to become celebrated as one of the most 
learned c^ the It&hedeah^ sect, which was 
that to which my father and Syud Mahom- 
med All belonged. Poetry is the very es- 
sence of Sufiism, and to that I bestowed 
unwearied attention. Syud Mahommed Ali 
daily impressed on my mind the glory I 

• " There are two principal sects of Sufis, viz. the 
Hulooleah and the Itahedeah. The former is the 
" Inspired," who believe God has descended or en- 
tered into them ; the latter, that God is as one with 
every enlightened being : in short, considering them- 
selves, from their union with the divinity, to be God. 
One of their spiritual leaders, who professed to have 
arrived at the last stage of Sufiism, proclaimed 
that he was indeed God." — Malcolm'i HisL PerHa, 
vol. ii 
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should attain by procuring proselytes to the 
sect, and I set to work with the most unre- 
mitting perseverance, to convert young men 
of my own age, and lead them into the path 
of Sufiism. This anxiety on the part of 
the Syud to gain proselytes, was, I belie ve? 
more to increase the number of his adorers, 
than from any true religious feeling for the 
welfare of their souls. Devoted, however, 
as I was, to the service of my enlighten. 
ed teacher, and at that time firmly believ- 
ing the Syud was actuated alone by reli- 
gious motives, I strove to imitate him in 
every particular, looking up to him as a di- 
vinity. I became acquainted with two 
youths, whom, from their staunch adherence 
to the ordinances of Islaam, I determined to 
convert, anticipating the warm approbation 
of my preceptor, and hoping by this act to 
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arrive at the second stage of Sofiism,''^ when 
I should no longer be required to follow m j 
teacher, and be allowed to dispense with all 
exterior forms of devotion, and obtain credit 
for spiritual worship. This release from the 
leading strings of Syud Mahommed Ali, 
would be to me, whose God was vanity and 
pride, most truly acceptable. To sacrifice^ 
therefore, an hundred Mahommedans, to 

• ''There are four stages through which a man m^st 
pass^ ere he can attain perfection and beatitude. The 
first is humanity^ M'hich means obedience to the holy 
law^ and a strict observance of all the rules^ customs^ 
and doctrines of the established religion. The se- 
cond stage is the road or path, and he who arrives at 
this, leaves that state wherein he was admitted to ad- 
mire and follow a teacher, and enters into the pale 
of Sufiism, and is allowed to abandon all religious 
forms, changing practical for spiritual worship. The 
third stage is knowledge, and he who arrives at this, 
is considered inspired. The fourth is truth, which 
means an union with the Divinity." — Malcolm* s HuU 
Persia, 
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maintain my o¥ni independence and superi- 
ority, was an act so necessary to my happi- 
ness, that I hesitated not laying close siege 
to my two friends, Yusoof and Mohabet 
Ali, the sons of respectable merchants of 
Yezd, and the same which now stand before 
your Majesty. These, my unhappy compa- 
nions, will in their turn, relate how inde- 
fatigable I was to effect their conversion, or, 
in other words, their ruin. 

Being by nature gifted with a hand- 
some appearance and great volubility of 
speech, I gradually worked upon their minds, 
representing the advantages of Sufiism, both 
in this and the next world, launching out 
into the praises of every stage of it, and 
setting forth the vast superiority we pos- 
sessed in learning, over every other mor- 
tals on earth, a fact which our worst enemies 
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could not deny. The youths listened, and 
listening fell into the; snare. I brought 
them before Syud Mahommed Ali, whose 
eyes bore witness to the delight he expe- 
rienced. 

Thus did Yusoof and Mohabet AU be- 
come Sufis, and deserted the true faith ; they 
had yet, however, to learn the consequences 
of their apostasy : their fathers and friends 
renoimced them for ever, and the youths 
became wanderers, whom I felt myself com- 
pelled to support and humour in every pos- 
sible manner, fearing they might otherwise 
desert us. If they were treated with neg- 
lect and contempt by their own friends, the 
attention and respect they received from the 
Sufis, sufficiently compensated them for their 
loss, at least so I thought ; and by my ad- 
vice and governance, soon succeeded in per- 
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suadii^ them to banish the recoUectioD of 
their friends* di^easure fiom th^ minds. 
The time now came when I was considered 
to be worthy admission into the second stage 
of Sufiism, and with pleasure hailed the day 
that saw me independent of Syud Mahom- 
med Ali, under whose guidance I had re- 
mained from my infancy, I now harangued 
the sect in public, and gave full scope to my 
powers of language, so that I was looked 
upon as a prodigy, approaching perfection 
by more rapid strides than any of my prede- 
cessors. My father was particularly delight- 
ed at my promotion, having himself but 
lately arrived at the state of knowledge. 
Although it was extremely gratifying to me 
to observe the progress of Yusoof and Mo- 
habet Ali, it was not so pleasant to provide 
for them : for holy and pure as we considered 

H 5 
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ounelres, it was utterly impossible to live 
without eating. My father having lost one 
of his clerks, who died suddenly, was through 
my interces^on, persuaded to appoint Yusoof 
to the vacant situation. The youth was re- 
joiced beyond measure at the provision I 
had procured for him, whilst Mohabet Ali 
was particularly downcast, at perceiving he 
must for awhile continue a dependant on my 
bounty. I had now reached the zenith of 
my ambition, in the second stage of Sufiism, 
and as many years must pass away ere I 
could aspire to the third stage of knowledge, 
I determined to make the most of my pre- 
sent acquirements. My acknowledged supe- 
riority in learning and eloquence, 1 conceiv- 
ed, justified me in assuming a haughty de- 
meanour towards my own sect, and a pro- 
found contempt towards those of the opposite 
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persuasion; so that I felt sensible I was be- 
loved by none. ** What does it signify,'* I 
would say to myself, *^ whether I am beloved 
or despised. I am wealthy, and in the path : I 
am nearly at the head of all who have been 
admitted into the second stage, and my elo- 
quence and acquirements are acknowledged 
by every one. The friendship of man can 
neither add to my happiness or ensure my 
promotion." As I was walking one day in 
one of the principal streets, a poor beggar 
asked alms of me : with a look of anger min- 
gled with contempt, I retreated from him, 
holding my clothes close to my body, lest I 
should become contaminated by his touch. 
" Mark me, Sufi,'' cried the beggar ; •• if 
thus thou shunnest him who asks for aid in 
the name of God, the time is not far distant 
when that God, whom you consider to be 
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ever with thee, will desert thee, and bring 
thee to my deplorable state ; nevertheless, 
may Allah protect thee P The words of the 
old mendicant made a deep impression upon 
my mind for a moment, but meeting a party 
of my sect soon after, who flattered and 
praised my learning, wealth, and power, I 
no longer burthened my mind with the re- 
membrance of the beggar, or his awful prog- 
nostications, and treated in the same man- 
ner every miserable petitioner for aid who 
presumed to approach me. My extrava- 
gance kept pace with my pride and inso- 
lence, and although the allowance made me 
by my father, together with a share in the 
profits of his merchandize, was more than 
enough, with economy and prudence, to have 
enabled me to purchase the indulgence of 
every luxury, yet a mind like mine was dif- 
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ficult to be kept in check by any regular 
limited income, and I entertained serious 
thoughts of robbing my own father, and was 
only deterred by the recollection, that by so 
doing, I should, in truth, be only robbing 
myself, as I had become a partner in his 
concerns. 

I proposed, at a meeting of the sect, to 
proceed to Afghanistan, for the purpose of 
inquiring into the condition and progress of 
the Sufis in that country ; and to enable me 
to secure converts, and maintain our conse- 
quence, insisted upon sallying forth in the 
most sumptuous manner, intending, in real- 
ity, to convert the money I might be fur- 
nished with, entirely to my own use and 
amusement. A large subscription was col- 
lected, and every thing was ready for my 
departure, when an event happened which 
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adtirely put an end to my projects. This 
event was the death of my father ; he had 
received an account of a great failure in his 
mercantile speculations, which, with my con- 
sent, had been entered into. My father 
could not stand the shock of this intelligence : 
he took to his bed, from which, alas! he 
arose no more. In his dying hour he thus 
addressed nie : — 

** Yasmin, my son, I am about to leave you 
for ever ; persevere in the faith, neglect not 
the ordinances of Sufiism, and you will yet 
succeed in all yoiir undertakings. I have 
now little wealth to leave you. Here are the 
keys of my strong chest, its contents, with 
several bonds and notes, are yours by iny 
will, but this house is your cousin'^s : on his 
arrival be kind to him. Strengthen each 
other in the true religion, and may you 
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prosper." Thus died my father, leaving me, 
who expected on his decease to become pos- 
sessed of unbounded wealth, heir to ahnost 
nothing. 

On examining the contents of the chest, a 
bag, containing one thousand toomauns, with 
several bonds, were all that met my eye. I 
could not, would not, believe that this was 
the only sum the house contained. " There 
is some trick," cried I ; " and my cousin, who 
is to have the house, is doubtless correctly in- 
formed where the money is buried.*** As soon 
as the remains of my father were interred, I 
set to work to search for treasure ; a hundred 
labourers were dispersed all over the house, 
with orders to dig and penetrate walls, al- 
though they might be six feet thick. I my- 
self assisted, until, unused to such fatigue, 
I was compelled to desist, carrying however 
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lighted torches into every nook and comer of 
the building. I was interrupted in my search 
by hearing the cries of " Fire, fire!**' from per- 
sons above and in the street. I attempted to 
rush from the place where I was, to gain 
access to the strong box, hoping to be able 
to secure the little money it contained ; but 
the number of the workmen, together with 
the volumes of smoke which filled the nar- 
row staircase, rendered a hasty retreat impos- 
sible. At last I approached the small trea- 
sure closet, and was in the act of stepping 
on the floor of the room which led to it, 
when it gave way, and a burst of fire dread- 
ful to behold, rendered my progress imprac- 
ticable. Still hankering after the toomauns, 
I maintained my ground, until several voices 
begging me to withdraw, aroused me, and I 
quickly retreated into the street, which I 
had scarcely gained when the whole edifice. 
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with a tremendous criEtdi, fell to the earth, 
amidst the screams of the affrighted popu- 
lace. No one afforded the least assistance ; 
nor, had they been so inclined, I saw not 
how it could have been of any service, for I 
had no doubt but that the fire was owing to 
myself, in carelessly thrusting my torch into 
every comer of the mansion, and the sudden 
falling in of the building, was doubtless to 
be attributed to the zeal of my workmen, 
who had undermined its foundations. In 
situations like mine, a show even of inclina- 
tion to lend assistance is gratifying; but, alas! 
how could I expect aid from persons I had 
ocmtemned, from the rabble I had despised. 
It was provoking to behold the apathy of 
the mob ; but it was insufferable to see the 
Guebres* falling down and worshipping, with 
delight, the very flames which caused my 

* Fire-worfihippers, 
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ruin ; and, as if the sight oi these wretches 
was not sufficient to add to the sting of ad- 
versity which now goaded my heart, on turn- 
ing round I beheld the old beggar who had 
predicted my downfall. He thrust forward 
his dirty-bearded chin, saying with a look of 
malignant joy : ** I told you so, Sufi ; the 

m 

time is come sooner than I had imagined : 
God preserve thee, Sufi ?' He then turned 
on his heel, leaving me to view the progress 
of the desolation before me. Why I stood 
there, I know not ; I suppose I imagined 
when the fire should have consumed the 
building, the strong box and the bag of 
toomauns were to rise from its ashes. The 
poorer clases now flocked around the burn- 
ing wood, striving to secure something from 
the conflagration. 

" Of what use is that piece of half burned 
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wcxkI to you ?^ said I to a ragged old man, 
who was walking away with a blackened 
rafter on his shoulders. 

" Whatever is saved from a burning house 
must be reckoned gain,*^ said the old Mahom- 
medan ; *^ and surely, Sufi, you must in the 
course of your learning have heard or read 
this proverb.'' 

Angry at the fellow's insolence, I cried, 
** That gain, as you call it, is mine, sirrah ; 
throw down the wood." 

** Take it," said he, throwing it with vio- 
lence on mv toes, which caused me to bellow 
with pain. 

** What have you gained, Sufi ?" said ano- 
ther forlorn fellow, who was raking amongst 
the, dying embers. 

A laugh from behind tqb made me turn 
my head, when the abominable old beggar 
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once more met my eye. Emraged at thus 
seeing myself the sport of the very rubbish of 
the city, I gave the insolent old fellow a box 
on the ear, and bade him begone; instead of 
resenting, the provoking old man only laugh- 
ed louder and louder, and at last screamed 
with delight, walking slowly away, tapping 
his lean belly and pointing to his mouth, as 
much as to say, *^ You will come to this, 
and^I rejoice at it^ 
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. CHAPTER VI. 

The only persons who condoled with me 
were my two proselytes, who might perhaps 
more justly have been denominated satellites, 
though not of a glorious but a fallen star. 
Well aware the sympathy of these youths 
proceeded from interested motives, I received 
their sighs and expressions of regret with a 
peevishness which I hoped would have rid me 
of their company, but in this I was mistaken ; 
they followed me wherever I went ; if I stopt, 
they did so likewise ; if I walked quick, they 
kept pace with me. I was about to dismiss 
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them in anger, when prudence whispered ** It 
is policy for a ruined man to be friends even 
with beggars.*^ 

We therefore walked about the streets, 
where I had the mortification of perceiving, 
by the leer of the fakeers and beggars, how 
rapidly the report of my ruin had run through 
the city ; some of the latter when passing me 
would, in imitation of myself in the days of 
my prosperity, hold their tattered garments 
close to their miserable bodies, pretending to 
fear contamination from my touch : all this I 
was compelled to suffer in silence, an angry 
word would otherwise have drawn a swarm 
of insolent ragamuffins around me, like eagles 
about a carcase in the deserts of Arabia. 
Oh, heavens! how my cheeks burned with 
wounded pride. At that moment, could I have 
seen any way towards my former state, I 
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verily believe I should have hesitated at no 
crime, by the commission of which success 
could have been ensured. 

We approached the dwelling of Syud Ma- 
hommed AH : " Here, my friends,'** I ex- 
claimed, addressing my companions ; ** here, 
at least, is a refuge for the destitute. ** 

We entered : the holy man was sitting 
with his books before him, intent on deep 
study ; it was a considerable time ere he 
deigned to raise his eyes, and then shook his 
head as a sign he wished not to be disturbed. 
We retired, and waited an hour in his veran- 
dah, and then again ventured to approach 
the learned Syud. Determined to arrest his 
attention, I cried aloud, ^*Oh Syud, I am a 
beggar." 

The venerable teacher, ftom whom I ex- 
pected so much commiseration and relief. 
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answered me in the words of the Prophet/ 
saying, " Oh, Yasmin, poverty is my glory !'*'* 

Poverty might be a glory to the Syud, but 
it was far different with me and my com- 
panions. 

Syud Mahommed Ali, immediately he had 
finished this charitable reply, bent his eyes 
again on his book; nor could we, I verily 
believe, Iiad each of us shed scalding tears of 
agony, have induced him to bestow another 
look upon us. 

* A poor man once went to Mahommed^ who was 
sitting in an assembly of learned men^ and cried ^^ Oh 
Prophet, I am poor !*' Mahommed replied, ^^ Poverty 
is my glory !" Presently afterwards another man 
came, saying '^ Oh, Prophet, I am poor.'* Mahommed 
replied, '' Poverty makes men blush in both worlds. 
You are surprised, my friends," said he, turning to 
his companions, " at my giving such contradictory 
answers to these two beggars ; but the fact is, the first 
is a pious man, who for religion's sake has left the 
world, but the other is a man whom the world hat 
deserted.'' 
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"Let us be gone,** said Yusoaf; "the 
Syud is perhaps engaged in some difficult 
pursuit, which it would be indecorous in us to 
disturb ; probably, at another time we may 
find him disengaged.^ 

I shook my head, doubting the probability, 
and when in the street was convinced how 
erroneous was my friend^s suppoation, by 
hearing the door bf the Syud^s house slam 
too, with a violence which clearly evinced his 
disposition. 

" There, my friends,'' said I, " what think 
you now 7^ 

" Alas,'* replied Mohabet Ali, « I think 
that sound is the thunder of despair ; for if 
the Syud thus despise us, what can we ex- 
pect from the world !" 

"My dear friends,** sai§^l, "there may 
yet be some hope for us : leave me awhile, 

VOL. III. I 
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and go to the ruined tomb without the city 
walls, and there await my coming." 

My companions did not much relish the 
idea of even a momentary separation^ but 
when I urged the necessity of the case, and 
represented the certainty of a complete failure 
in my attempts to procure money, unless I 
were suffered to make the trial in private, 
they wisely departed, and I confess I wished 
the separation to be eternal. 

My intention was to proceed to several 
merchants, whom I knew to be debtors to my 
father, entertaining hopes that all would not 
be so base as to deny their just debts, and 
my object in getting rid of my companions 
was, that they might be kept in ignorance as 
to the extent of my success. I first went to 
a grain-dealer : f^ You are aware," smd I, 
" there is a trilllfi'g sum due to me from you. 
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on account of the wheat you purchased from 
my father about six months ago ; I am come 
therefore to demand it."** 

The dealer said not a word, but held out 
his hand : not comprehending his meaning, I 
repeated the cause of my visit, upon which 
he said, still keeping his hand outstretched, 
" Bond, note, account, — produce, produce." 
" Oh r I replied, " the recent unfortunate 
conflagration has destroyed all instruments 
of that description ; but I am convinced you 
must remember the purchase of the com I 
allude to.'' 

The dealer on this burst out into a loud 
fit of laughter, too insufferable for me to bear, 
and not daring to trust to my impatient and 
irritable disposition, I walked hastily away. 
I met another debtor in the street, whom I 
reminded of his small sum due to me : *' Don't 

I 2 
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molest me, fellow,'' cried he, "or I will hs^ve 
you imprisoned ;'* so saying he walked hastily 
by me, muttering the words " Insolent rascal ! 
Wuld al haram*!'' and other appellations most 
galling;.to me tq hear. 

Thus, was I treated by all my father's 
debtors in Yezd. Some laughed at, some 
abused me, and others pulled down large and 
ponderous account books^ pretending to search 
for the items therein, and after detaining me 
nea.rly a full hour, coolly shut up the unerring 
folios, saying, ** See nothing of the kind in my 
books ; go about your business." 

Thus was di$appointtQent heaped upon 
disappointment, and insult upon insult, and 
above sat I^ovei^ty staring me in the face. " Is 
it possible," said I to myself, " that I, who 
waS' so lately courted by the wise and the 

t Base-born. 
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wealthy, should so suddenly be thrown on 
the level with the ignorant and the wretched.'' 
I now repented having dispensed with the 
company of my two inseparables, for it would, 
I imagined, be a difficult matter to convince 
them I had returned poor as themselves. 

I was just turning down a narrow street 
leading to one of the gates of the city, for the 
purpose of joining my friends in distress, 
when the impertinent old beggar stood before 
me: he signed me to approach, and having by 
this time received many a severe lesson to 
beware how I deported myself even before 
the dregs of the people, I obeyed his signal. 
He called me, he said, not to irritate or jeer 
me on my reverses, but to advise me to quit 
Yezd immediately. 

" Quit Yezd !'' exclaimed I ; " wherefore 
should I fly ?'' 
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**your cousin is arrived from Schiraz, 
said he, ^^ to take possession of his house, 
and the officers of justice are searching for 
you, to answer for your having wilfully set 
fire to and demolished the property." 

" Oh Heaven V I exclaimed, " am I never 
to be at rest? I did not purposely demolish 
the house.*^ 

"That may be,'' said the beggar, "but 
you are thus accused, and that is more than 
half way to conviction; especially as you are 
a Sufi, and the governor, you know — ^" 

" I know indeed," cried I : " thanks, my 
friend ; would I could reward you for your 
information !" 

" Talk not of rewards," replied he; " re- 
member, look here." 

Saying which he tucked up the ends of his 
coat, gliding past me in the same manner as 
I had done to him on our first meeiing; 
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" nevertheless," said he, " God protect thee, 
Sufi.'' 

I hastened to my companions, who, in the 
ruined tomb, were awaiting my coming, 
" WeU !'' cried Yusouf, and " WeUr exclaim- 
ed Mohabet Ali, " what success, Yasmin ?" 

" Expect not success from Yasmin,'' said 
I ; " the whole city are Syud Mahommed Alis ; 
all have treated me with contempt and scorn, 
and I am warned to quit Yezd immediately.*" 
To quit Yezd P' cried they. 
Ay, indeed, my friends ; my cousin is 
arrived, and, enraged at finding no house to 
inherit, seeks to wreak his vengeance upon 
me. I am therefore determined to avoid the 
pending danger, by immediate flight. Say, 
will you, my friends, accompany me, or again 
brave the insults of the Yezdys f 

*< We will follow you," cried both in one 
breath; " we will live and die together I** ^ 



it 



176 THX 



so, my friendsy" cried 1, ^^ we will 
amglT roam die vivid, and after a lapse of 
ten jrears, let us agree to meet oooe more in 
Veid. One of us, at least, may, by some 
acddoit, become wealthy, and he shall pro- 
ride for and maintain his less fortunate 
companions.'^ 

^ Agreed,"^ cried Yusoof and Mcdiabet Ali ; 
"^ let us separate immediately, for we feel 
satisfied success will nevor conjointly attend 
us; and, situated as we are, there is no time 
to be lost-'* We agreed, however, to walk on 
together until Yezd should disappear, and 
then to part. We arrived at a place where 
three roads met, and, having divided the 
slender contents of our purses, swore, if 
hving, to meet again in Yezd, after ten years 
should have passed away ; and as we now 
shared each other^s poverty, so should we 
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agree to go halves in the wealth either of us 
might chance to accumulate. Swearing to 
maintain the doctrines of Sufii^n until we 
again met, we embraced, and took a long, 
long farewell. Alone in the wide world, I 
almost repented our proceeding, for the 
youths, whose company I was wont to con- 
sider irksome tome, I now sincerely righed for. 
*' They are true friends," said I to myself ; 
^^ and diould either become rich, will not fail 
to assist the wretched Yasmin.'' " But,** said 
Conscience, " will Yasmin aid them ?'* " Oh I 
fortune, fortune, pour on me one golden 
shower of thy kindness, and if I aid not 
Yusoof and Mohabet Ali, may I suffer a 
reverse, if possible, more severe than my 
present."*' Thus I thought when no gleam of 
hope existed of my being the wealthiest of 

the three ; how I regarded my vow, when 
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i-doftany Beh ki faa b^iiiagan dor Bostan.^^ 
At a small Tillage I obUuned a Terandah to 
lie down in, and procured a litde refiresb- 
meot^ wlud:i I partook <^ in solitude ; no one 
fpoke toor noticed me. How differ^it to my 
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An to rosm st large in a garden with strangers. 



THE ZENAKA. 179 

former life, where, when the repast was con- 
cluded, I wan the first to commence a learn- 
ed argument, or recite the stanzas of a much 
admired poet; here I was surrounded by 
boors, who knew not Alif from Be, and who 
scarcely comprehended my high-flown lan- 
guage. The night was truly, wretched ; a 
mat was my bed, pillow I had none, and the 
keen air, penetrating through and through 
me, effectually banished sleep from my hard 
couch, — whilst the ruddy inhabitants of the 
house were snoring around me in every 
direction. In the morning, as I was 
preparing to depart, a horseman came at 
full speed through the village : he ap^ 
peared to be a man of consequence, 
although not an attendant was to be seen. 
I was convinced the rider's horse had be- 
come unmanageable, and that great danger 
awaited both horse and man, unless the speed 
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of the former were checked ere they ap- 
proached the river, which was broad and deep* 
It was, however, impossible for me to attempt 
seizing the bridle of an ungovernable brute, 
who was proceeding with the rapidity of 
lightning ; I therefore called out as loud as I 
could, when the rider passed me," The river, 
the river ! turn your horse, if possible.'' The 
horseman heard me, but was helpless : aware 
of the coming danger, therefore, he threw 
himself o£P, and fell to the ground with a 
dreadful shock. I hastened to his assist* 
ance, and found he had not received such 
serious injury as I had reason to apprehend. 
I hastily procured water and bathed < his 
bleeding temples, and perceiving his arm to 
be broken, carefully tied it in a sliug, and 
attempted to lead the unhappy man (who 
was advanced in year?) towards the village ; 
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but, alas ! he could not arise from the earth. 
The aid of the inhabitants being necessary, 
I prevailed on two stout fellows to assist me 
in. removing the injured horseman. We at 
last brought the wounded man into the 
village, knd placed him on a rude bed, pro- 
vided by the head man of the place, and 
soon after had the pleasure of hearing him 
speak and express his thanks for our trouble. 
I b^ged him to remain quiet and imdisturb- 
ed, and that further assistance should soon 
be procured. I no^ began to reflect whether, 
in the days of my glory, I should have thus 
interested myself to save from destruction a 
fellow being. Alas I I fear not ; had I seen 
him galloping through the village, with the 
knowledge that he would certainly be en- 
gulphed in a yawning abyss, my proud lips 
would not have opened to have warned him 
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of his pending fate ; or aided him had he 
escaped the coming horrors : but now,- — oh. 
Poverty ! what lessons dost thou teach us, — 
I could scarcely believe it was Yasmin, the 
proud Sufi, who hung over the couch of the 
wounded horseman. I had scarcely finished 
my reflections, ere the sounds of voices called 
me to the door ; ** Where is the governor ?" 
cried several men (whose appearance and the 
distressed condition of their horses, convinced 
me they had ridden a considerable distance in 
search of their lost master). " Safe,*" cried I ; 
" your master is safe, but not uninjured. " One 
of the men dismounting, I conducted him 
towards the sick man, who, I learned, was the 
governor of Tebriz, proceeding on business 
to Isfahan, whither it was deemed expedient 
immediately to convey him, there being no 
ikilful sturgeon in the village to set the 
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fractured limb. The governor of Tebriz de- 
siring the person who had been instrumental 
to his safety should forthwith be introduced 
to him, I entered his apartment and made 
my obeisance ; but fear rather awkwardly, — 
my proud head having had but little practice 
that way. He expressed his gratitude and 
thanks in the warmest manner, and inqui- 
red into my circumstances. I wa^ too proud 
to confess my poverty, and yet too cautious 
to allow him to suppose I stood not in need 
of assistance ; I represented myself as the 
son of a merchant, who had experienced sad 
reverses, and that seeing little or no prospect 
of success in the mercantile line, which was 
ever my aversion, I had determined to pro- 
ceed to Isfahan, hoping there to obtain a 
situation more genial to my habits and 
disposition. The governor, convinced from 
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By addres duut I had recseived a good 
edocBtkm, aSeni wmt a situatkm under his 
socKtuy, who had preceded him to the im* 
penal otHUt. Au uylin g the cffieied place, he 
bade me cxnsider mysdf one at his suite, 
and ga^e ordo^s that I should be furnished 
with a horse, to aooompany him to Isfahan; 
^ I would offer yoa my own,^ said the old man 
smiling, ^^ but for two reasons: — one is, that I 
fear you have already seen a specimen of .his 
temper, and the next, the probability the 
brute is dashed to pieces, as the bank of 
the river, I understand, is extremely high . 
and steep.^' 

We marched by easy stages to Isfahan, 
and on our arrival I was introduced to the 
secretary, irhose appearance was far from 
bong prepossessing ; he was a tall, thin, de- 
bftuched-looking fellow, with a hatchet face 
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and staring eyes, and his whole countenance 
buried in hair. The secretary, however, 
whalerer might have been his feelings to- 
wards me, recdved me with true Persian 
pcditeness, whidi nevertheless was r^arded 
by me as any thing but a favourable omen) 
pcditeness being the constant cloak of the 
Persian when he meditates an injury. I 
certainly had given no cause for o£fence, 
except that of having accepted the situation 
of his assistant ; but I soon understood no- 
thing could have annoyed him more, as the 
place was one he had long intended to pro- 
cure for his own nephew. This being the 
case, I was well aware all attempts to 
please and give satisfaction would prove 
futile; diligence would be denominat- 
ed officiousness, whilst idleness or inactivity 
would not fail being urged as a plea for my 
. dismissal. The governor was accustomed to 
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write a great deal himself, but his recent 
accident now prevented him, and I was 
accordingly sent for to write from his dicta- 
tion. It appeared he was preparing a report 
on the condition of the people over whom 
he ruled, which he was anxious should be 
presented to his majesty before his return 
to Tebriz. 

The governor^ on the departure of the 
doctor who had set his fractured arm, de- 
sired to see the result of my labours : he read 
with attention every word, and commended 
my style and my beautiful hand-writing. 
Ismael, so was the secretary named, I per- 
ceived was burning with envy, at the visible 
progress I was making in the good graces of 
the governor, and strove hard to effect my 
absence at the very hour he knew the gover- 
nor would send for me. Finding all his con- 
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trivance ineffectual, he one day ordered nie 
to go to the Treasury, to get several receipts 
signed. Of course I could not refuse, and, 
in consequence, Ismael was summoned to the 
Grovemor^s presence in my stead, and wrote 
a portion of the report. On the following 
day, the governor called for our production, 
and reading over the work of Ismael, ex- 
pressed himself much dissatisfied with it; 
saying, ** Had the fellow used my own words, 
that was all I required of him ; but he has put 
together such long-winded sentences as will 
puzzle not only Abbas, but any king that 
ever reigned. Where were you, Yasmin ?'^ 

" Please your Excellency,*' I replied, 
" Ismael deputed me to go to the Trea- 
sury." 

** Humph ! would he had been pleased to 
have gone himself! We must write all his 
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stuff over again ; throw aside his sheet, and 
re-write it in better language.^ 

" I fear that will greatly displease^ Ismad,^ 
said I. 

" 'Tis my report, not his,'* said the Go- 
vernor, rather sharply ; upon which 1 durst 
make no further objection, but sat down to 
my task. Accident again gave the manu- 
script into the Secretary's hands whUst I 
happened to be present ; he turned over the 
leaves to search for his own hand-writing, 
but what a diabolical look did he give me 
on finding all his labours had been cxpungr 
ed, — ^not a vestige to be seen! Of course this 
heinous crime was attributed solely to me, 
and I dreaded the consequences, and not 
without reason. My salary was liberal, and 
my situation, but for Ismael, might have 
been agreeable ; and indeed nothing happen- 
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ed during our stay at Court to cause rae 
trouble, for Ismael continued as polite as 
ever, and even invited me to a grand din- 
ner he gave to some of the principal officers 
of the court. At this feast the conversation 
turned upon religion, although not one of 
the asses, in my opinion, knew any thing 
about the subject. " Ah !^ thought I, " how 
I could' astonish you all, if I durst;'' but to 
declare my Sufiism amongst the Sheahs of Is* 
fahan, would have been madness, and as to the 
other persuasions, I knew little (rf them ; con- 
sequently, I m^ntained a profound silence. 
One of the company, however, nearly com- 
pelled me to give loose to my tongue, by 
calling aloud, ** Ismael, how go on the Ka- 
firs* of Yezd ; are they as numerous as 
ever T* 

* Infidels, 
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" Indeed I know not,^ replied Ismael ; 

^^ but one of the richest and most infamous 

has died latelx. 

*^ And is damned of course,^^ said the first 

speaker. 

" Of course," answered Ismael ; as' if he 

had been present at the judgment of my 

fk)or father, to whom they doubtless alluded. 

Although I durst not speak, yet my feel- 
ings were such as to induce me to quit the 
company as soon as I possibly could. This 
I considered, on reflection, to have been high- 
ly imprudent, and might cause strong sus- 
picions to arise in the breasts of Ismael and 
his guests. I fancied on the following day 
many of the company whom I met at court 
eyed me in a peculiar way, and, consequent- 
ly, felt extremely uncomfortable. The ur- 
banity and good-nature of the governor. 
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however, banished in a measure my fears^ 
and the time passed pleasantly. 

The departure of the governor being fixed, 
the report was sent in to the king, with a 
letter penned entirely by myself, and ap- 
proved of by the governor, who was loaded 
by his majesty with compliments and pre- 
sents. There being no more business to 
transact, we prepared to depart. Ismael 
examined the royal gifts in the presence of 
myself and the governor. Amongst the 
presents was an emerald ring of great value : 
this, with others, was ordered to be carefully 
packed in a box, and to follow with a guard, 
on the day after the governor and his suite 
sallied forth. Ismael having the arrange- 
ment of the line of march, depute^ me 
to follow with the treasure, and giving 
into my hands the jewel box, appointed 
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Sirdar Khan and twenty men as an escort. 
I had rather not have been so employed, 
but durst not decline the honour. The 
governor, attended by Ismael, set forth, and 
I followed on the succeeding day. We 
made three days^ march of it, and on the 
fourth reached Tebriz, where I lost no time 
in presenting my casket to the governor. 
Ismael, opening it, spread out the contents, 
over which he seemed deeply employed. 
The governor demanded what he was search- 
ing for. '^ Your excellency may remember,*' 
said he, *^ the emerald ringwhich we admired." 

** Truly do I,*' said the governor ; " is it 
not there ?" 

" I hope it is," said Ismael ; " but, by the 
Prophet ! I cannot find it. Yasmin, where 
is the ring .^'' 

*^ Nay,*' said I, " the box is just in the 
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state you delivered it to me, and I call 
Sirdar Khaa to witness I have not presumed 
to open it.^ Sirdar Khan advanced, saying, 
** I certainly have not seen Yasmin open the 
casket ; but as he constantly kept the same 
under his care, and as I of course could not 
be ever at his elbow — '^ 

" What would you insinuate?^ said I, 
alarmed beyond measure. 

'^ I mean to insinuate nothing,^ replied 
he ; " but I mean to say very plainly, that 
the governor will be obliged to you to pro- 
duce his. ring.^ This was too much, and 
my hand was uplifted to chastise the insolent 
dficer, when the secretary interposed, saying, 
** Respect to the presence of his Excellency 
should at least prevent the commission of 
violence." 

VOL. III. K 
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" Am I," said I, " tamdy to submit to 
be called a thief?" 

The governor now spoke, siE^ying^ " Young 
man, I must own appearances are again^ 
you ; but as you sa,y you are innocent, you 
can have no objection to undergo a search.^ 
" Certamly not !" said I ; loosing my coat, 
and taking off my turban. In the former 
nothing was found; but the secretary, 
on searching the lining of my taiban, 
found, or pretended he had found, the eme- 
rald ring, — which he artfully contrived to let 
fall at the feet of the governor. The sound 
covered me with shame and confusion. 

** By mine eyes !'* I exclaimed ; " an 
enemy hath done this, my lord ; I am inno- 
cent of this robbery, nor knew of the ring 
being concealed in my turban ; and my 
readiness to submit to the search, I trust. 
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has convinced you I speak the truth.'" The 
secretary maintained profound silence, and 
Sirdar Khan most prudently followed his 
examjde. 

The governor thus addressed me : 

" Whatever may be my jaivate opinion, 
young man, matters not, as long as all around 
me are fully convinced of your guilt. In my 
situation, therefore, it will be impossible to 
keep you longer near my person ; therefore, 
henceforth presume not to appear in the 
dty." 

" In the city !" I exclaimed ; " am I to be 
actually banished the place P is it not enough 
for me to lose my situation, without being 
banished like a felon ?^' 

" Nay, this is as you choose ; I only advise, 
not command.**^ 

** Why, your Excellency ?^ ' 

K 2 
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Come hither,^ said the governor, '^ and I 
will whisper my reasons.^' 

I approached; and stooping down to him 
he softly whispered, ** You are a Sufi.*" 

I had not a word to say, but adjusting my 
turban and coat, hastily left the palace. 

I had doubtless fallen a victim to the 
jealousy of the Secretary Ismael, whose 
agent was no doubt Sirdar Khan ; who, I 
suspect, introduced the ring into my turban 
whilst I slept at our second halting-place, on 
our march to Tebriz ; and that the artful 
Ismael, although apparently most particular- 
ly careful in packing up the jewels, had con- 
trived to conceal the ring for the abominable 
scheme in which he so admirably succeeded. 
How the governor found out I was a Sufi, 
I know not to this day, but fear my retiring 
from IsmaePs party at Isfahan, had been 
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noticed, and probably discussed between that 
^rewd man and his true-believing guests. 
" But then/' thought I, " this would have 
been a sufficiently substantial plea for my 
dismissal from the person of the governor ; 
but doubtless Ismael, not being quite certain 
of the fact, determined to have two strings to 
his bow, justly concluding, if one failed, the 
other would effectually shoot forth the poi- 
soned shaft of his deadly hatred.^' 

There was no help, and I submitted to my 
hard fate, and still hoped for better success 
in future. 

I listened to the advice of the governor 
and quitted the city. It was evening, and the 
country around was beautifully picturesque ; 
a gentle breeze played over the waving corn, 
and Nature seemed enjoying her own sweets,— 
all was harmony and composure. Yasmin 
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alone was miserable and disturbed, and this 
forlorn condition roust be attributed to his 
religion, and to his learning. The former 
I will not, the latter I cannot, forget. 

At this moment a peasant approached me, 
and seeing me busily employed in arranging 
my dress, inquired whether I had been plun- 
dered : " Ay,'' I replied, " most cruelly 
plundered, by a dog of a Sheah.*** 

The countryman took to his heels as if 
he had been bitten, anxious to get away from 
a person, who, by his speech he conjectured 
must either be a Suni or a Sufi. I travelled 
onwards, not knowing whither I went, until 
night overtook me ; and then, fatigued, sunl^ 
to sleep under the branches of a majestic tree. 
In the morning I met several peasants, who 
informed me their village was not far distant ; 
and that, although I might procure lodging. 
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yet it would be diiBBcult to obtain any food, 
large quantities having been purchased for 
Ilm Ali Khan, the Sufi ; who, with a numerous 
suite, was passing that way from Schiraz. 

** If that is the case," said I, ** there is no 
need of alarm.^ 

Thanking my informers^ I proceeded' on- 
wards. As I entered the village I perceived a 
number of horsemen, apparently just arrived : 
these I rightly conjectured belonged to the 
celebrated Sufi, whose name I had often heard 
of, hut to whose person I was a stranger. 

" Is the holy man arrived ?*' I inquired : 
to my joy I was answered in the affirmative. 
I soon got introduced to Ilm Ali Khan, and 
convinced him I was indeed a Sufi who had 
arrived at the second stage, and toiling, not- 
withstanding my misfortunes, towards the 
third stage of Sufiism. 
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Ilm All Khan was a powerful, strong- 
built man, with broad shoulders, and a fist 
which would have stunned a bullock ; a^large 
round face, thick bushy beard, and star- 
ing, prominent eyes, which would have in- 
duced any one mindful of his safety to be 
careful how he made such a man his enemy. 
My proud spirit, though it would not submit 
to be humbled before every rich man, hea- 
tated not in bowing before one my superior 
in my religion. I therefore prostrated my- 
self before him, and soon perceived he took 
a vast liking to me. I learned he was pro- 
ceeding to Bussorah, where he intended ta- 

* 

king ship for India, in order to convert the 
Sunis of that country to Sufiism, With per- 
mission I joined his suite, and partook of 
the Sufi*s own repast. All the Sufis in the 
towns and villages through which we passed. 
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flocked to Ilm Ali Khan, on whom they 
forced presents of sheep, rice, money, and 
shawls. This was just the situation suited 
to my disposition. I could imagine nothing 
on earth so delightful, as to travel about 
having no care for provisions, and receiving 
the homage and adoration of the sect, where- 
ever I showed my face. " Surely ,'' thought 
I, *' by accompan3ring this learned Sufi, who 
after all knows not much more than myself, 
I may, by displaying my acquirements, chalk 
out for myself the situation of successor to 
him ; and then in my turn levy contributions 
on the bigoted Sufis of the country.'* Ail 
this was vastly comfortable to dream about, 
but how was I to get rid of Ilm Ali Khan, 
and attach to my person his followers, so as 
to convince the people I was indeed the au- 
thorized successor. " I will,*' thought I, "take 

K 5 
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the first opportunity of displaying my elo- 
quence and learning ; perhaps I may draw 
off the crowd from Ilm Ali Khan, and see 
them flock around Yasmin Yezdy.^' This 
opportunity came not till we reached Bus- 
sorah, where Ilm Ali gave a great feast. 
After the ceremony of eating and drinking 
had been gone through^ each began to dis- 
play his knowledge. Ilm Ali launched out 
as well as he could, on the advantages of 
Sufiism; but made, in my opinion, a very 
lame address : and impatient to exhibit my 
vast acquirements, I arose ere he had well con. 
eluded, and in an elegant speech of two hours, 
riyetted the attention of my audience, whose 
repeated cries of " Wah, Wah !" were most 
gratifying to my pride. When I had con- 
cluded, many of the'company crowded around 
me, kissing the hem of my garment. So 



THE ZENANii. 203 

delighted was I at the effect my eloquence 
had produced, that I scarcely noticed Ilm 
Ali Khan, who sat neglected by his hi- 
therto devoted worshippers. The following 
day at sunrise, the vessel which was to con- 
vey Ilm Ali and his suite from Persia, was 
(ordered to be in readiness to weigh anchor ; 
and the company, in order to allow the pious 
Sufi sufficient time for rest, retired at an 
early hour. Ilm Ali and myself alone re- 
mained in the banqueting-room, neither of 
us speaking a word : it was a fine moonlight 
night, and my patron expressing a wish to 
epjoy the prevailing serenity of the scene, 
invited me to walk a while and enjoy in 
private some holy conversation. Ever ready 
to obey and please the man whose place I 
presumed to sigh after, I quickly attend- 
ed him : he was most friendly, affable, and 
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cxNirteous. Our conversation turned upon 
future rewards and punishments, and Ilm 
Afi seemed pleased with my opinions on the 
subject. Whoi we had walked some way 
distant firom any human habitation, my pa- 
tron enquired my opinion concerning good 
and evil^ and if I thought there existed any 
of the latter in the world. 

** Undoubtedly not,** said I ; "every thing 
proceeds firom Grod, and must, therefore, be 
good.'* 

" Then take that,'' said Ihn Ali, plung- 
ing his dagger into my side, and running 
quickly away. I fell weltering in my blood, 
and now a second time repented my boasted 
display of learning, which, no doubt, had 
excited the jealousy and anger of Ilm Ali 
Khan in a far greater degree than my writ- 
ing had worked upon Ismael, the secretary 
of the Tebriz governor. 
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I began to think my prospects of realizing 
wealth bore a very melancholy appearance ; 
and to keep body and soul together seemed 
as much as I could expect. Shunned at one 
time by the enemies of Sufiism, and then 
stabbed at another by one of its most staunch 
advocates^ I almost determined to give up 
all idea of success^ and laid me down to die, 
without attempting to staunch the wound, 
the blood from which flowed copiously. 
" Alas ! poor Yusoof and Mohabet Ali,** 
said I ; ^' if ye have not succeeded better 
than I have, I fear we shall, if we do meet, 
meet in rags and poverty.'* Some Arabs, 
driving a herd of horses laden with dates, 
discovering me soon after sunrise, humane- 
ly placed me on one of the animals, and 
conducted me into the town. Surgeons 
there were none; I therefore placed myself 
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at the' mercy of the Arabs, who healed me 
in the same manner they had been accustom- 
ed to doctor their horses, and I slowly reco- 
vered. I became partial to the Arabs, and 
strove to gain their good opinion. I suc- 
ceeded, and when recovered made myself of 
considerable use to them, by writing their 
accounts, for they were rude merchants of 
the desert. I followed these men for nearly 
three years, still a beggar, and no opening 
whatever appearing by which I could even 
hope to l>e otherwise. As the Arabs were 
marching near Isfahan, I seriously thought 
ofleavingthem, and trying my fortune in that 
great city. The more I thought on the sub- 
ject, the stronger became my determination ; 
and one night, without apprizing the Arabs 
of my intention, I silently left their camp, ■ 
and soon found myself in the city of I 



of Isfahaai^H 



THR ZENAKA. 207 

The very first person I met was one of the 
company at the dinner given by Ismael, the 
secretary of the Governor of Tebriz. He 

looked hard at me, and well he might. I 

• 

was dirty, thin, and even ragged ; looking, 
in short, exactly like the Arabs whose com- 
pany I had just quitted. I walked on, 
anxious to quit this person, for he was an 
officer of some consequence ; he followed me^ 
however, and coming up to me said, ** Surely 
I remember that countenance.^ I answered 
him in Arabic, and it had the desired effect. 
He begged pardon, and retired, looking not 
unfrequently behind him. I lost no time in 
proceeding to a barber's shop, for the pur- 
pose of having my beard dressed, which was 
quickly done, but not so quickly paid for, 
having no money about me. The barber 
stared prodigiously, and I looked amazingly 
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awkward. **Be not alarmed, friend,^ said 
I, ** you shall be paid to-morrow.^ 

** To-morrow f^'^said he, '' with your leave 
I will be paid to-day, and immediately, or 
you quit not my house ; and, moreover, by 
Allah, I will show you to every one of ray 
customers, and relate to them the shabby 
treatment I have met with.*^ ' 

** My good man,^* said I, ** you may show 
me to whoever you please ; no one will, I 
should imagine, pay you for the sight of a 
man whose appearance bears no marked pe- 
culiarity.'** 

** Wah, wah ! here is fine language from a 
beggar. By Allah, my fine fellow, if I can*t 
get any money by letting folks see you, 
when they hear you speak, I think I may 
expect some profit. '^ 

** Perhaps so," said I, " when they do 
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hear me^ but suppose I don't choose to open 
my lips f"^ 

^^ Suppose I get you well bastinadoed, my 
good, worthy customer ; I think that will 
make you open your lips." 

*^ I don't know that it would. I am not 
certain that it would : but still, where will 
be your profit ? Trust me, honest barber, 
I will undoubtedly pay you for your trou- 
ble.'* 

*^ Who are you ?" said the barber. 

^^ I am the son of misfortune. I was 
wealthy, — am now poor ; but unless the star 
of my destiny is for ever shrouded in the 
cloud of malignity,— unless men and angels 
have conspired against me, the day may 
come, when I shall burst -forth in all my 
former splendour ; I will then — '' 

" Then," interrupted the barber, ** you 
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will, I suppose, pay me for trimming your 
beard. Harkee, sirrah, I camiot afford to 
wait for your stars, and your clouds, and 
your angels, and devils, either coming or 
going; pay me directly, or it will be the 
worse for you.^ 

." Barber," I cried, " I see you have a 
tender heart." 

'* The devil you do ; you must see very 
deep then, for I have not yet evinced much 
tenderness." 

" That I know," said I : ** your educa- 
tion has naturally tended to sully a heart 
fraught with every virtue." 

" No, no, my friend," said the barber, 
^^ this won't do. I am not such a fool as 
you are anxious to make me. out ; and give 
me leave to say, your education, though it 
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may have filled your mouth with vain words, 
has not had the same effect upon your 
purse.** 

I could not deny this retort, but deter- 
mined on trying whether he were a fool or 
not. I therefore swd, " Friend, I see you are 
a clever, honest, upright man ; I have the 
money in my purse, but on this day, certain 
circumstances prevent me from paying you. 
I am a magician, nay, be not alarmed, stand 
still, and look earnestly on the wall before 
you, and there will appear some writing, th^ 
attention to which will make you a rich 
manr saying which, I turned him to 
the wall, with his back towards me, saying, 
" turn not until I command you. The 
barber stood patiently, whilst I sneaked out 
of the shop, leaving him to make what he 
could out of the wall thereof. It was my 
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intention, however, to call and pay him as 
soon as possible. 

On this day, the only lucky accident I 
ever met with, happened to me. Two Per- 
sians were fighting in the street ; much blood 
was spilled, and with difficulty the combat- 
ants were separated ; a crowd followed them, 
however, leaving me standing aloof. On the 
ground where the action had been so strong- 
ly maintained, I perceived a small bag ; it 
was laden with toomauns.* " Here begins 
my fortune,'' said I. " In this city I distin- 
guished myself under the Governor of Te- 
briz, and here it is, doubtless, destined I am 
to remain.'" The -first use I made of my 
treasure, was to pay the poor barber. On 
seeing me, he began a volley of abuse, which 
soon ceased on beholding a piece of money 

• Gold coin current in the country. 
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between my fingers. " I am come to pay 
you,*^ said I, " according to my pro- 
mise, and to give you some advice. Ne- 
ver boast again of not being a fool. All 
men are fools, though they imagine them- 
selves vastly clever. I here recited some 
stanzas, much to the wonder of the pacified 
barber. 

. " By my faith,^ said he, " you would 
be no small acquisition to Gazub, the king's 
poet." 

*^ Is he in want of an assistant ?" I in- 
quired. 

" He is,^ replied the barber. *' Would 
you like to try your hand at poetry ?'* 

" I would not scruple becoming his as- 
sistant,'^ said I, " provided it be worth my 
while." 
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^ Wkai wiB Toa gire me if I procure you 
tike atiHtMi r^ i a quu c d the shaver. 

^ A ftMHtb of mj font mooth^s salary/^ 

"*" Sk domi Aaty"^ aod he, '' and pen 
a ipiffiawni of extempoiaiy poetry, and 
SMftr Di^ to lake than tcMnorrow to Ga- 
luK wha» if he approre, will probably hire 
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I obejred, tdting care to inquire what re- 
ligion Gazub professed. 

** Why,** said the barber, in an under 
tone, ** he professes to be a Sheah, but 
there are some who strongly suspect he is a 
rascally Sufi, to whom be perdition.'" 

Upon hearing this, I penned some lines, 
which, from their peculiarity, could not fail 
of letting Gazub know the author was a true 
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Sufi, and thus I anticipated a lucrative situ- 
ation in the city of Isfahan. Having given 
the lines into the barber's hands, I depart- 
ed, promising to call again on the following 
day. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

I VISITED the barber next day, and learn- 
ed with pleasure the poet had expressed a 
strong desire to see me ; I therefore hasten- 
ed to the dwelling of Gazub, and seeing a 
little mis-shapen hump-backed creature in 
the verandah, inquired for Gazub the poet. 

** I am he,'' said the little hunchback, to 
my no small surprise and astonishment. 

I made a salaam, and mentioned the bar- 
ber, into whose hands I had given my 
verses. The little poet begged me to enter 
his house and be seated, when we conversed 
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for some time. It required little penetra- 
tion to discover that Gazub was indeed a 
Sufi^^uid, I fancy, he as quickly fully under- 
stood I was of the same persuasion. Gazub, 
though mis-shapen and deformed, was by no 
means advanced in years ; he appeared to be 
about the age of forty ; he bore a m6i|^tel- 
ligent countenance, as much as could be seen 
of it, for his whole face was so enveloped in 
hair of a coarse carotty colour, that two 
sparkling eyes, and the tip of a well-formed 
nose, were alone visibly distinct ; on his 
head he wore a purple velvet skull-cap, 
cocked a little on one side, which added 
greatly to the littie fellow's self-sufficient 
appearance. His coat was of dark chintz, 
wadded throughout with fine cotton wool, 
and a pair of once handsome keem cab* trow* 

*A ^Id brocade, 
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sers covered his lU formed legs^ whilst itk » 
broad leathern girdle stuck a ponderous 
Booghdah^*" the hilt of which was. studded^ 
with precious stones^ 

'^ After some time qpent inconverBatioR, 
I ventured to ask if my services would be 
acceptable, as I understood he waa in want- 
of an assistant.*** 

"Why," said he, "there is^^ an allowance 
for a deputy, which I have hitherto enjoyed* 
myself> but owing to some misunderstanding 
^th the treasurer, he has contrived to pro^ 
cure an order for its discontinuance, unless 
an assistant is actually employed^ So you 
may as well receive the salary, as let it lie 
in the treasury, and as I shall frequently 
require you, it will be advisable you should 
lodge under my roof. 

* A large Per^«i dagger; literally a butcher's 
knife. 
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I consented with pleasure, and he de- 
maiided my name. 

I replied, " My name is Yasmin.** 

'' Is that all ?" said he. 
All," replied I. 

The little fellow took up his kulm, and 
scrawled on a scrap of paper the word 
'' Sufi." 

I nodded assent. 

'* Well, well,'' said he; "it is no use adding 
that word ; indeed, the seldomer you use 
it in Isfahan the better. You shall be ap- 
piointed, rely on it.'' 

A few days more saw me regularly in- 
stalled as Deputy King's poet. My first 
task was to compose a poetic address to his 
Majesty on the first of the ensuing month, 
a custom invariably adhered to by Gazub. 
I took very great pains and trouble wifh 
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this my first production, and, without vanity, 
declare they were worthy the perusal of a 
monarch. The only mortifying circumstance 
was, they were presented as the production 
of Gazub'*s, instead of Yasmin's brains. My 
master, on returning from court, informed 
me, that the king read them but made no 
remarks ; whereas, I soon after learned that 
his majesty had highly complimented Gazub 
on the very elegant poetry he had that day 
been presented with. I said nothing, how- 
ever, hoping one day to succeed to Gazub*s 
situation, which was a most lucrative one ; 
for, besides a very handsome salary, he fre- 
quently received from the king magnificent 
presents, and was employed by hundreds of 
persons to write petitions and letters for 
them, in all of >vhich I had my share of 
labour^ though not of profit. Opposite the 



THE ZENANA. S2l 

House of Gazub was a large building, very 
ancient, and of curious construction, but 
apparently uninhabited. I one day inquired 
of the poet concerning this singular edifice. 

** It belongs," said he, ** to a wealthy 
merchant, who is unable to procure a tenant, 
the house being supposed to be haunted, on 
account of a horrid murder said to have 
been once perpetrated 'therein. But I hear,^ 
said he, " that the merchant's daughter is 
about to occupy the mansion, during her 
father's journey to Bussorah, on mercantile 
affairs, and they say she is a lovely creature, 
a perfect houri." 

I had at this time been about a year with 
the poet, whose temper I had dexterously 
managed, so as to become a great favourite 
with him, and but for the merchant's daugh- 
ter, and the haunted house, might have en- 
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jpyei Bif ataaliao to this day, sad most 
BBobaUy have become king's poet. 

^K nerchanrs dau^ter arrived, and uti- 
fivtanudf ocicu|Med tbe room, the windows 
«f «)udi ovfalooJfed the apartineDt wherein I 
^■l to compose my verses and copy letters. 
The ladj through her blind would occaiduR- 
aQv look at me, and oh, heavens t how did I 
linger at my window to catch a glimpse of 
ber beautiful counlenance. One day I fan- 
cied stte smiled j I placed my hand on my 
beait and she Tsnished. We continued 
gazing at each other for a month : I could 
think of nothing else but the fair lady in the 
haunted house ; my poetry, in consequence, 
treathed the most enraptured strains of lo^ 
and having with great labour composed, wbl 
I must ever conceive to he, a set of the I 
lines to be met with all over Persia, felt a 
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aaxiouB to get them conveyed to the fair 
lady, whose unage had so entirely taken pos- 
6essi(m of my mind. Just at this time GaEub 
came to my apartment saying, ^^ he had been 
ordered by a person of rank to prepare a set 
of amatory verses, and that aware of my 
talents in that way, had come to desire I 
would assist him.^ 

I promised obedience, and sat down to my 
task ; but my thoughts and eyes would only 
wander towards the window of the opposite 
house, and evening came, without a line 
being penned for my little master : unwilling 
to disoblige him, I gave him a copy of my 
own verses, intended for the fair inhabitant 
of the haunted house, with which he seemed 
much pleased. I do not recollect the verses 
at present, they commenced however thus : 

•* Say, lovely Hourly wilt thou deign to view, &c" 



824 THE ZSNAl^A. 

and the whole seemed throughout to breathe 
flattery and love, so that the lady could not 
fail becoming acquainted with the passion of 
the writer. 

The only difficulty I now laboured undCf 
was, how to present my poetry, and, should 
this be accomplished, I entertainedconsiderable 
doubts as to the lady'*s ability to read them; 
however, as I well knew the Persian ladies 
in general could both read and write, I deter- 
mined to convey my lines into her hands if 
possible. One evening, about a week after 
I had prepared and copied my verses, I 
saw my friend the barber, proceeding towards 
the haunted house, carrying on his arm a 
basket containing perfumes ; I hastily des- 
cended to the street, and slipping my paper 
into his basket, and a few toomauns into his 
hand, said, " Present this to the lady, and I 
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will double your reward :" he nodded assent, 
and I departed, congratulating myself on my 
success. On the following day I proceeded 
to the barber'^s shop, where my friend was 
employed on the beard of a customer ; he 
placed his finger on his lips, and I silently 
seated myself in one corner of the room, 
anxiously awaiting the departure of the per- 
son whose presence imposed such restraint 
upon my tongue ; when, however, the im- 
portant ceremony of snipping and curling 
ceased the man retired, and I impatiently 
asked the barber if he had delivered my 
letter. 

" I have,'' said he, " and think you will 
succeed. The lady read your poetry, and 
blushed ; but," continued the barber. " to 
obtain her favour, you must aid her in get- 
ting rid of a troublesome rival." 

L 5 
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" A rival," cried I, " I will stab him to 
the heart." 

" No, no," said the barber, *^ that is ppt 
ne^essiMy : a good beating will alone be 
y^uired/' 

" Well," cried I, " whp is the maij that 
dsfl^ step between me and happiness ?'^ 

*' Who it is,'' said the barber? '* is of no 
CQP^eqqence. You may one day know, but 
I am not authorised to inform you at pre^ 
sent ; pnly to learn whether you will aid in 
punching him for his presumption.'' 

" Ay," said I : " by Allah I I will cane 
him myself, if necessary.'* 

^^ Nay,'* replied the shaver, *' demean not 
yourself so far ; procure three stout fellows 
and an ass, and have them re^y to-morrow 
night at twelve, when you, in his stead, may 
depend on beiog received.*' 
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Is the lady rich ?'* I inquired. 

** Her father is very ivealthy, and he that 
weds his daughter may hold his head as 
high as any Khan in the country.^ 

" Enough, my friend/' said I, '^ Here 
is more gold for you, and with it provide 
the fellows who are to treat my rival with 
the rattan.'* 

The barber received the money, and 
I, delighted beyond measure, returned 
home. " Now,** said I to myself, when shut 
up in my own apartment, '* now Yasmin 
is thy fortune made ! I question if my two 
friends will be as lucky as myself; all this 
may be attributed to my poetry, my abilities, 
my Sufiism. Shall I, when in power and 
possessed of wealth, take my bride to Yezd, 
and share my fortune with two ragged feU 
lows like Yusoof and Mohabet Ali? No, 
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sers covered bis ill formed legs^ whilst itk » 
broad leathern girdle stuck a ponderous 
Booghdahf*^ the hilt of which was. 0tttdded> 
wJth precious stonesi 

'^ After some time qpent in converBiMfcioii, 
I ventured to ask if my services would be 
acceptable, as I understood he was^ in want- 
of an assistant.*** 

"Why," said he, " there is^ an allowance 
for a deputy, which I have hitherto enjoyed' 
myself> but owing to some misunderstanding 
with the treasurer, he has contrived to pro^ 
cure an order for its discontinuance, unless 
an assistant is actually employed^ So you 
may as well receive the salary, as let it lie 
in the treasury, and as I shall frequently 
require you, it will be advisable you ^ould 
lodge under my roof. 

* A large Per^n dagger ; literally a butcher's 
knife. 
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I consented with pleasure, and he de- 
manded my name. 

I replied, " My name is Yasmin.'* 

'' Is that all r said he, 

« All/' replied I. 

The little fellow took up his kulm, and 
scrawled on a scrap of paper the word 
" Sufi/' 

I nodded assent. 

''Well, well,^ said he; "it is no use adding 
that word; indeed, the seldomer you use 
it in Isfahan the better. You shall be ap- 
pointed, rely on it.'' 

A few days more saw me regularly in- 
stalled as Deputy King's poet. My first 
task was to compose a poetic address to his 
Majesty on the first of the ensuing month, 
a custom invariably adhered to by Gazub. 
I took very great pains and trouble with 

L 2 
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this my first production, and, without vanity, 
declare they were worthy the perusal of a 
monarch. The only mortifying circumstance 
was, they were presented as the production 
of GazuVs, instead of Yasmin's brains. My 
master, on returning from court, informed 
me, that the king read them but made no 
remarks ; whereas, I soon after learned that 
his majesty had highly complimented Gazub 
on the very elegant poetry he had that day 
l>een presented with. I said nothing, how- 
ever, hoping one day to succeed to Gazub*s 
situation, which was a most lucrative one ; 
for, besides a very handsome salary, he fre- 
quently received from the king magnificent 
presents, and was employed by hundreds of 
persons to write petitions and letters for 
them, in all of >vhich I had my share of 
labour^ though not of profit. Opposite the 
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nouse of Gazub was a large building, very 
ancient, and of curious construction, but 
apparently uninhabited. I one day inquired 
of the poet concerning this singular edifice. 

^* It belongs,*' said he, " to a wealthy 
merchant, who is unable to procure a tenant, 
the house being supposed to be haunted, on 
account of a horrid murder said to have 
been once perpetrated "therein. But I hear,'' 
said he, ** that the merchant's daughter is 
about to occupy the mansion, during her 
father's journey to Bussorah, on mercantile 
affairs, and they say she is a lovely creature, 
a perfect houri." 

I had at this time been about a year with 
the poet, whose temper I had dexterously 
managed, so as to become a great favourite 
with him, and but for the merchant's daugh- 
ter, and the haunted house, might have en- 



jpjed my situation to this day, mid most 
probably have become kmg's poet. 

The merchant's daughter amyed, wd un- 
fortunately occupied the room, the windows 
of which overlooked the apartment wherein I 
sat to compose my verses and copy letters. 
The lady through her blind would occ^aionr 
ally lopk at me, and oh, heavens ! how did I 
linger at my window to catch a glimpse of 
her beautiful countenance. One day I fan- 
cied she smiled ; I placed my hand on my 
heart and she vanished. We continued 
gazing at each other for a month : I could 
think of nothing else but the fair lady in the 
haunted house ; my poetry? in consequence, 
]bre^tbed the most enraptured strains of love, 
and having with great labour composed, what 
I must ever conceive to be, a set of the best 
lij^es to be met with all over Persia, felt most 
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aBxioufi to get them conveyed to the £ur 
lady, whose image had so entirefy taken pot- 
session of my mind. Just at this time Gaiub 
came to my apartment saying, ^^ he had been 
ordered by a person of rank to prepare a set 
o{ amatory verses, and that aware of my 
talents in that way, had come to desire I 
would assist him.^ 

I promised obedience, and sat down to my 
task; but my thoughts and eyes would only 
wander towards the window of the opposite 
house, and evening came, without a line 
being penned for my little master : unwilling 
to disoblige him, I gave him a copy (^ my 
own verses, intended for the fair inhabitant 
of the haunted house, with which he seemed 
much pleased. I do not recollect the verses 
at present, they commenced however thus : 

** Say, lovely Hourly wilt thou deign to view, ^c** 
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and the whole seemed throughout to breathe 
flattery and love, so that the lady could not 
fail becoming acquainted with the passion of 
the writer. 

The only difficulty I now laboured unde]. 
was, how to present my poetry, and, should 
this be accomplished, I entertained considerable 
doubts as to the lady^s ability to read them; 
however, as I well knew the Persian ladies 
in general could both read and write, I deter- 
mined to convey my lines into her hands if 
possible. One evening, about a week after 
I had prepared and copied my verses, I 
saw my friend the barber, proceeding towards 
the haunted house, carrying on his* arm a 
basket containing perfumes ; I hastily des- 
cended to the street, and slipping my paper 
into his basket, and a few toomauns into his 
hand, said, " Present this to the lady, and I 
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will double your reward :" he nodded assent, 
and I departed, congratulating myself on my 
success. On the following day I proceeded 
to the barber's shop, where my friend was 
employed on the beard of a customer ; he 
placed his finger on his lips, and I silently 
seated myself in one corner of the room, 
anxiously awaiting the departure of the per- 
son whose presence imposed such restraint 
upon my tongue ; when, however, the im- 
portant ceremony of snipping and curling 
ceased the man retired, and I impatiently 
asked the barber if he had delivered my 
letter. 

" I have," said he, " and think you wiJl 
succeed. The lady read your poetry, and 
blushed ; but," continued the barber, " to 
obtain her favour, you must aid her in get- 
ting rid of a troublesome rival." 

L 6 
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" A rival," cried I, " I will stab hiuj to 
the heart." 

" No, no/' said the barber, " that is npt 
ne^ei^siiry : a gpod beating will ^one be 
required," 

" Well,'' cried I, " whp is the man that 
d^^ step between me and happiness ?^ 

^' Who it isj'' said the barber, " is of no 
CQPfifeqi^ence. You may one day know, but 
I am not authorised to inform you at pr^ 
sent ; pnly to learn whether you will aid in 
punishing him for his presumption." 

^^ Ay,'' said I : "by Allah I I will cane 
him myself, if necessary.'* 

" Nay,'* replied the shaver, " demean not 
yourself so far ; procure three stout fellows 
and an ass, and have them ready to-morrow 
night at twelve, when you, in his stead, may 
depend on being received,*' 
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" Is the lady rich ?'' I inquired, 

" Her father is very wealthy, and he that 
weds his daughter may hold his head as 
high as any Khan in the country.^ 

" Enough, my friend,^ said I. '^ Here 
is more gold for you, and with it provide 
the fellows who are to treat my rival with 
the rattan.'* 

The barber received the money, and 
I, delighted beyond measure, returned 
home. " Now,'' said I to myself, when shut 
up in my own apartment, " now Yasmin 
is thy fortune made ! I question if my two 
friends will be as lucky as myself; all this 
may be attributed to my poetry, my abilities, 
my Sufiism. Shall I, when in power and 
possessed of wealth, take my bride to Yezd, 
and share my fortune with two ragged fel^ 
lows like Yusoof and Mohabet Ali? No, 
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no ! truly I have had toil enough, and will 
solely reap the benefit ; besides, what would 
my wife think if she saw me in company 
with a couple of half-starved beggars ? No, 
no, it won^t do ! I will remain in Isfahan, 
dear city, wherein I was destined to flou- 
rish." — Yes, my friends, such was my inten- 
tion,— to desert ye, to whom I swore ever- 
lasting friendship, and with whom I promis- 
ed to share the gifts of fortune. 

The hour approached, and, dressed out in 
gay attire, I proceeded to the mansion of my 
beloved. The barber was awaiting my arrival, 
and at a preconcerted signal the outer door 
was slowly opened by an eunuch, who signed 
us to silence. Three lusty fellows were at- 
tending the barber, who also being admitted, 
begged to know where the ass was to be 
fastened. After some few words between 
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the barber and the eunuch, it was settled the 
animal should be led into the first court- 
yard of the mansion, and as there was much 
grass, be suffered to graze until he was want- 
ed. The eunuch led us into the interior of 
the building, smiling and bowing to me most 
obsequiously. Halting at a room, the door of 
which was closed, he opened it, and bade 
me enter, sajring he would return to me as 
soon as my rival should be delivered into 
his hands. I waited for some time, and at 
last heard the effects of my hireling's canes 
on the back of my unhappy rival, and at 
every agonizing shriek which issued from the 
poor victim, I inwardly chuckled with de- 
light. The cries became more feeble, and a 
slamming of doors and loud laughing now 
reached my ears. The eunuch soon after 
appeared, and placing his finger on his thick 



aw THK Z2NAMA- 

blubber lipa, led me into a epleadid apart- 
ntent, iUuminated by silver lamps, suspended 
fix>ra the ceiling, at the upper end of wliich 
sat a lady veiled. The eunuch led me up 
to the enchanting angel, at whose feet I in- 
stantly fell, and was beginning a rhapsody of 
admiration, when from a dde door issued the 
very men who had been hired by myself to 
chastise my rival, headed by a tall well- 
made man, who cried, " Seize the Kafir, aiui 
serve him as you did the other scoundrel." 
The lady buret into a loud fit of laugliter, 
»nd the barber and eunuch stood grinning 
with delight- The men approached me, and 
1 redsted, whea their leader himself seized 
roy arm. I struck him on the face, when 
men, barber, and eunuch fell upon me, se- 
curing my arms with a strong rope. " Give 
him the bastinado,'" said the mysterious in- 




fttigator of the violence, " Jaay it on thick," 
md he. ^^ And fasten thi9 around his neck," 
said the lady« tossing on the floor my ele- 
gant verses* from which I had anticipated a 
very different result. *^ And hark'ee,'' cried 
the man whom I had struck, place him on 
the ass with the other fellow, and when 
morning d^wps, lead them through the city.^ 
Mortified and humbled, my arms secvured, 
and my mind distracted, what could I do ? 
Alas, alas ! how unexpected a termination of 
my love affair ! I was led down narrow 
Staircases into a dark dungeon, where the 
llli^stinado was cruelly applied to the ades of 
my feet, and it was now my turn to yeU, 
stream, and beg for mercy. When my 
tormentors had finished their cruel work, I 
was left to myself, and the door of my dungeon 
secured. I fancied I heard tlie groans of the 
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EH eaass tbt txcaAanmEt ImiIki, vbom I 

"^ AH nm are fiwfe,^ sad hr. - dioug^ they 
dnak th tmwlii!* wstedj derar ; but jou are 
the greatest foal I ever Bet with. What in- 
duced j€m to stake the pnnoer^ 

*^The prince!'' cried I; "how could I 
know it was him ?** 

^ Whether jou knew it or not/* said the 
barber; *^ it was madness to use your fist when 
surrounded by so many men, and you have 
suffered for your folly. Blame not me,*^ said 
the barber, '* I was employed by the piince 
long ere you applied to me." 

" But then,'' said I, " why not have in- 
formed me of this ?'* 
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^'Because, fool that thou art, he himself 
received your poetry, and commanded me to 
act as I have done/' 

*' Heavens I'' said I, " was it not you 
yourself to whom I gave my verses ?" 

** No, truly ! it was the prince disguised as 
me. But with your wisdom one would have 
ima^ned you would have been more cautious 
.than to act as you did. I am sorry you 
Jiave been bastinadoed, as I had begged no 
violence might be practised on you ; and it 
was agreed that ^ ride upon the ass, with 
your still more foolish rival, whom you were 
so ready to punish, would be a sufficient 
warning for you in future.'*' 

"Who, then^ is to be my companion in 
disgrace ?'" I enquired. 

" You will see. Here comes the eunuch, and 
your steed is ready ; and the lady standing 
at her window to see three asses together.'' 
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Here ilie fellow gnuoed, snid turned on 
one sidf to admit the eunuch, who r^sed me 
up in his arms, my feet bleeding and lace- 
rated. Arrived in the court-yard, what was 
my surprise at beholding, mounted aa an ass, 
with his face towards the tail, my master, 
Gazub. Hia arms like mine were tied behind 
him, Kod his feet, which had not suffered, 
futeoed under the animiil's belly. I saw 
the surprise with which he beheld me oboiat 
to become his companion, and never before 
did two poets look ao foolish. Around the 
nedc of Gazuh were suspended my verses, 
padied OD a long slip of wood, and the origi- 
nal was quickly affixed to my neck ; and in 
order to distres.o us the more, I was placed 
with my face almost touching ray companion's ; 
and tlius were we led from the court-yard 
of the buUding, the lady above us laughing 




immpdei^ly, 9»d ^ngiog d Jfew line3 of my 
poetry. 

" Say, lovely JSouiji !" &c. 

A crowd was soon coUected in the streets, 
idtbougb the hourwas eftrly ; and «BEu4st the 
JMK>tiog6 and Jbis^iiigs of thie moh, w,e arrived 
^ the poet^'s J»oiiae.. 

The l^ber, wko f^:Aed as stfrgeon, attended 
me ai¥l bound \kp my wpunded feet^ and 
dressed the BQre& on ithe hump-back of my 
master. 

^'Ld Ae name of jnejccy r md I, *^wre 
my wounds.^ 

*^ I will/' replied the barber f ^* if ](«an ; but 
one of your feet is indeed in a bad states aiid 
I fear you will lose the use of it for lever,*' 

This was a melancholy piece c^ inteUi- 
gence, which I with difficulty resigned my- 
islfto. 
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^^ Pray/* enquired I, '* what is the meaning 
of my verses being ail got together in the 
haunted house? and who in the name of 
wonder is the she-devil that inhabits it ?" 

*^ Listen," said the barber ; " the lady is 
in truth the daughter of a merchant, and 
the prince, having acddentally beheld her, 
determined to secure her as his mistress. He 
applied to Gazub for some amatory verses 
by way of an introduction, and being a prince 
and not a poet, was admitted privately, dis- 
guised as myself, having previously largely 
bribed the eunuch who guards the lady. 
As he was one evening sitting with his be- 
loved, the eunuch entered, bringing a paper . 
which, he said, had been given him by the 
poet over the way, — by Gazub himself. The 
prince begged, for amusement sake, the con- 
tents might be read aloud ; when what was 
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her astonishment and diversion, on perusing 

the very first line, — 

*. Say, lovely Hoiiri !* &c. 

the very counterpart of the prince's own 
verses, through which he had obtained ad- 
mission into the mansion. The prince con- 
fessed he had employed a poet, as he was un- 
able to set forth his passion, or describe the 
beauty as forcibly as such beauty deserved. 
The lady laughed aloud, so diverted wa^ she 
at the assurance of the poet, especially when 
she was informed what a deformed, misshapen 
animal he was. The prince and the lady, at that 
time, determined to play Gazub a trick, and 
punish him for his assurance ; but, not then 
being able to hit upon a scheme, postponed all 
plans until they should meet again. A ' few 
nights after this laughable occurrence, the 
prince, disguised, as he invariably was when 
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he viaitcd his mistress, was stopped by 
yourself, wlio desired him to present the 
lady of the haunted house with a folded 
letter. He nodded assent, and you, ass as 
you were, imagined you had secured a friend, 
through whom you might succeed. On 
reaching his mistress he produced the paper, 
saying, 'More verses for the lovely Houri !' 
She, to convince him no correspondence was 
carrying on with her consent, opened the 
billet, and castiog^ her eye over the first line, 
burst out into an immoderate fit of laughter, 
for sure enough, ' Say, lovely Houri !' &C. 
once more met her eye. 

" ' By Allah ! this is too ridiculous,' said 
the prince ; when he comprehended the cause 
of the lady's mirth ; ' we must hit on some 
plot, by which these two impudent poets 
may be punished for their presumption.' " 
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^^ Nothings however, could bn arranged 
ivitbout a oontttltation with me i the prmoe, 
tfasrefiDvey. on quitting his mistreM, came di« 
iiBetl7> to*myt houte^ where he as usual threw 
off his disguise. He mentioned the drcum- 
stiDoee- which hgd oocurredi commanding me, 
diotdd the poet, that is, yourself, (fcrr, from 
his description, I' guessed it was my sagaci- 
ous magieian) come to enquire into the result 
at his experiment, by no means to undeceive 
Mm, but flatter lum with hopes of success ; 
aacl-' induce him to consent to the chastise- 
ment of Grazub, that one poet might belabour 
another, and that the lady and himself 
might be gratified with seeing you undergo 
the torments you would be so ready to 
a^Huird ydur rival. At the same time, he de- 
sired me, should you possess soul enough to 
be above taking so mean an advantage 
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of your rival, to report the same to him, 
when another plan should be conceived. As, 
however, you so readily assented to, the pro- 
posed cruel treatment of Gazub, the prince 
determined to have no mercy on yourself, 
and arranged you should be well bastinadoed; 
whilst Gazub should only have the cane 
applied to his deformed shoulders. 

"When the time approached, however, I 
succeeded in turning the prince from his 
determination of the bastinado, saying, that 
the disgrace of being mounted on an ass, 
with your verses suspended from your neck, 
would be sufficient punishment. Your own 
imprudence and rash conduct, however, in 
striking the prince, has drawn upon you his 
anger and severe displeasure^ the eflPects of 
which you will feel as long as you live." 
The barber here finished his narration and 
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elucidation of the strange events which took 
place during the week. I could only blame 
my own imprudence and excessive vanity, 
which has through life been my ruin, 

Gazub visited me, and his first words were, 
** Confound yourverses !" 

** And confound your folly !^ replied I ; 

** to suppose you could succeed with the 

lady by sending her them. It serves you 

righty for stealing my compositions and 

attempting to pass them .o£P as your own. 

To this Gazub had nothing to say, and it is 

fortunate for me he was unacquainted with 

the readiness I had expressed to aid in his 

chastisement, or he would not have allowed 

me to remain another moment under his 

roof. " Can we obtain no redress,'' inquired 

I, '* for our cruel treatment ?*" 

<* Oh, brother r said he, ** you little know 

VOL. III. M 
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the power at the Prinoe Hiimza. We musi 
be quiet, and I confess to you my disgrace it 
such, that I intend quitting my situation^ 
and I apprehend you will scarcely have im- 
pudence enough to hobble before his majesty, 
who will doubtless have heard of your f<dly ; 
besides, when I retire, the situation is pro- 
mised to another, more learned dian either of 
us, who will of course provide an asnstant 
from among his own frienda.^ 
. ^' More learned, indeed T said I, my vanity 
prompting me to argue the point ; ** I should 
like to see the man who would pretend to 
cope with me." 

" I am glad you have so high an opnion 
of your own talents,^' said Gazub ; ^^ but were 
you as wise as Lokhman, or as able a poet as 
Hafiz, the king wQuld never admit into his 
presence a fellow^ whose withered stump 
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would betray the appearance more of a felon 
dian a poet.*^ 

There was sense in this observation, and 
my gi(^en dreams once more vanished : Ga- 
ziib allowed me to remain until my wounds 
were healed, but, as the barber had foretold, 
I lost the use of my right leg ; the foot of 
which, as your majesty may see, is a withered 
member. I left Isfahan for ever, and by the 
help of camel-drivers, arrived at Bussorah, 
where I had the mortification of hearing of 
the return of Ilm Ali Khan from India, with 
double the number of followers than when I 
had seen him. 

I SA^ my life so miserable in Persia, that 
I determined to quit it until the term of ten 
years should be expired, when I was to meet 
my two friends in Yezd. I sailed for In- 
dia, where I have been a complete vagabond 
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and lame beggar, with difficulty contriving 
to keep life and soul together.' I was se- 
riously meditating suicide, when in this city 
I beheld, to my surprise and joy, Yusoof 
begging alms. The unhappy man had, I 
perceived, lost one eye, and suffered so much 
from weakness in the other, as to be unable 
to procure an honest livelihood : his astonish- 
ment was equal to mine, and we retired, to 
relate the accidents and adventures that had 
befallen us. About a month afterwards 
Mohabet Ali suddenly crossed our path : the 
poor fellow embraced us with tears in his 
eyes, so great was his joy at thus unexpect- 
edly beholding us. We were not long together 
ere we discovered he had lost his right hand ; 
by what accident he was deprived of it, he 
will himself inform your majesty. I have no 
more to say, but to confess the justice of my 
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punishment, for my vanity, arrogance, and 
meditated ingratitude towards these my true 
friends. 

The Emperor, turning to the other two 
b^[gars, desired they would also relate their 
adventures. Yusoof, the man with only one 
eye, commenced the tale contained in the 
following chapter. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

tHiE SltntT Ot* YtTSOtMr, THE il£66AR 
WITH ONlfi ETE. , 

When I parted from my friends Yasmin 
and Mohabet Ali, I felt as if all attempts 
at obtaining riches, without their aid, must 
prove abortive, and my present condition 
shows how well founded were my apprehen- 
sions. The first place I visited was Schiraz, 
where I hoped to obtain employment under 
the Governor's collectors. I tried in vain, 
by sundry well-written petitions, to bring my- 
self to the notice of the Dee wan or Vizier, 
then again to the secretary, to the treasurer. 
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and to all the junior scribes about court. 
This, I soon found, was only a waste of paper 
and time, without the least prospect of bene- 
fit, so I at last determined to apply to the 
secretary in person, although fully aware of 
the great difficulty in gaining access to him, 
knowing how little claim I had to his patro- 
nage. I verily believe I might have watted 
until this moment at his door without seeing 
him. Rudely hustled by the guards and 
fortunate persons, who enjoyed free ingress 
to his mansion, losing all patience, and con- 
vinced of my presumption in daring to ex- 
pect that any of the proud men in power would 
provide for me, I departed from the court, and 
enlisted as a common soldier. In this capa- 
city I had no idle time; for, what with guard- 
ing the treasury all day, and cleaning my 
horse in the evening, preparatory to the next 
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day's duty, I was nearly sick of my military 
occupation, and was meditating desertion, 
although I had bound myself to serve two 
years, when the Buckshee, the paymaster 
of the troops, came to deliver our monthly 
stipend. Requiring some one to make me-* 
morandums and take accounts, his own clerk 
being accidentally absent, he inquired if there 
were any one amongst us who could write ; 
I stepped forward, offering my services, which 
were accepted. 

So active was I in my new capacity, that 
the Buckshee offered to appoint me to the 
situation of clerk under him, which I joy- 
fully acceded to. Following him into the dis- 
tricts, I assumed the airs and consequence of 
a fine gentleman, treating the poor soldiers 
with neglect and contempt, so that I became 
no great favourite amongst them, —especially 
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as I made it my practice to clip their pay, and 
pocket the money myself. The Buckshee 
himself hesitated not to adopt this mode of 
enriching himself^ and, by having a good 
understanding with the officers and muster- 
master, whose list contained the proper num- 
ber of men, but whose ranks told a very dif- 
ferent tale, we all, from first to last, made a 
tolerable harvest. The clerk, whose place 
I had taken, pro tempore, returned, but the 
Buckshee, finding I was by far the shrewder 
fellow of the two, dispensed with his atten- 
dance, desiring him to remain in his office at 
head-quarters, until his return. I imagine I 
must have given a triumphant grin as the 
crest-fallen clerk passed me, for he intuitively 
put his hand on the hilt of his dagger, stop- 
ping immediately opposite to me. He said 
nothing, however, but walked away. There 
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whisper- 
bj DO means 
iaided todeiwfep. 

I faimap ft stom was galhemg: neverthe- 
Ins the BockiAee proceeded with Ids wonted 
ftuda i itjt and impradeBce, to cot, cHp, and 
pockety as manj toooaons as he possibly 
coaU. "« We diaU an be ruined,^ said I to 
m jself ; ^^ this infuriated clerk will doubtless 
inform the governor of our shameful system 
of fraud and peculation, in which I have 
entered too deeply to escape implication.*^ Be- 
sides, I was well aware it was the invariable 
practice of the head of the department, to lay 
all blame on his unhappy deputies ; so that 
in all probability my eyes would be put out, 
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er I should be subject to some dreadful pu- 
nishment. The next time, therefore, I had an 
opportunity of fingering the cash, I concealed 
as many toomauns around my body, as I 
well could, and then decamped, leaving my 
master to answer both for his sins and my 
own. I proceeded to a small town, where I 
procured a dye, which $tained my beard a 
light brown colour, parted with my turban, 
and wore an Arab cap, so that it would have 
been a difficult matter to have recognized 
me. From Schiraz, I somehow or other 
contrived to get to Bussorah ; but not fan- 
cying myself quite far enough out of the 
reach of the Schiraz governor, travelled 
on to Bagdad, whete, soon after my arrival, 
I fell sick, and was conveyed by an Arab 
to his stables, where I was placed amongst 
the horses. When I recovered, what was 
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anxiety to summon medical aid, no one 
being at that moment at hand, I ran about 
the city, inquiring for a doctor. A shabby- 
looking fellow undertaking to conduct me to 
the abode of a clever physician, I follow- 
ed him through narrow lanes and by-streets, 
until we came to a lonely dwelling encom- 
passed by a court-yard, the wall of which was 
built of coarse black granite, having a low 
door of solid iron. ^^ Call aloud,*' said my 
conductor, ** and some one will surely answer 
you." Saying this he departed. I called 
aloud, and soon heard the rattling of chains 
and bolts, and the iron door grated on its 
massy hinges. But how can I describe the 
being that opened it? So hideous a little 
dwarf, I verily believe, no man ever set eyes 
upon; he was about three feet in height, with a 
head suited to the largest giant ; his hair hung 
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"^ WeD^'' thought I, "^ whh all my misfor. 
timeft I am not reduced to the necessity of re- 



siding with this hideous object. I informed 
him of the sickness of the merchant, desiring 
him^ if the doctor resided within those walls, 
to summon him immediately. The dwarf 
bowed, and went into the house, from whence 
he soon returned, followed by a venerable old 
man, with a white, silvery beard, reaching 
nearly to his middle: his fair countenance 
indicated mildness and benevolence, and I 
was quite struck with his noble and dignified 
mien. The doctor kindly embraced me, bid- 
ding me lead the way towards the sick man^s 
abode : I did so, and rushed into his apart- 
ment with joy, to announce the doctor^s ap- 
proach. Around the sick man's couch stood 
his mother, his wife, and lovely daughter, 
with whom I had frequently conversed, and 
on whom I gazed with more than ordinary 
interest. Umbah, so was the girl named. 
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whispered me, saving, ** We had better be 
gone.^' I took the hint, and gaining the 
street, my companion in a low tone said, 
** Take my advice, go not near the merchant's 
house again ; you -will repent if you do !^ 

Now all this seemed to me most unaccount- 
ably strange. What had I done ? what offence 
could I have given ? My master was sick, 
and I called a doctor — and a more mild, civil, 
prepossessing man I never before beheld ; but 
though I seemed so vastly pleased with the 
learned Hukeem, it appeared no one else was 
of the same opinion. His very appearance, 
which had so charmed me, disgusted every 
one else. I thus walked on, as I imagined, 
by the side of the doctor ; but lifting up my 
eyes to make some few inquiries into the 
recent affair, to my astonishment he was 
gone, and I was alone in the middle of Bag- 
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my consternation at finding that my generous 
host, or his followers, having ridden me of 
my ill-gotten toomauns, had departed, leav- 
ing me again a beggar. This was a pretty 
specimen of Arab hospitality, and I deter- 
mined to take warning by it in future. To 
obtain a livelihood, I served a merchant, 
by filling all day bags of dates, which he 
daily dispatched into the interior. In Bag- 
dad, I cojLild find no situation where my pen 
could advantageously be employed; and my 
labour was so heavy and constant, that I 
was entirely confined to the merchant's store- 
houses, without having a moment to spare to 
wander through the city. I thought myself, 
however, so very lucky in escaping the Schi- 
raz governor, that I complained neither of 
my labour nor confinement. 

My master, one day, fell sick, and in my 
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anxiety to Bummon medical aid, no one 
' being at that moment at hand, I ran about 
the city, inquiring for a doctor. A shabby- 
looking fellow undertaking to conduct me to 
the abode of a clever physician, I follow- 
ed him through narrow lanes and by-streets, 
until we came to a lonely dwelling encom- 
passed by a court-yard, the wall of which was 
built of coarse black granite, having a low 
door of solid iron. " Call aloud,*' said my 
conductor, *' and some one will surely answer 
you." Saying this he departed. I called 
aloud, and soon heard the rattling of chains 
and bolts, and the iron door grated on its 
massy hinges. But how can I describe the 
being that opened it? So hideous a little 
dwarf, I verily believe, no man ever set eyes 
upon; he was about three feet in height, with a 
head suited to the largest giant ; his hair hung 



384 THE 2EKAKA. 

about his shoulders in the wildest and most 
disorderly manner, whilst his beard appeared 
neatly trimmed and dressed. Two eyes he 
had, but one would have imagined they had 
belonged to some other person, and been only 
borrowed by their present possessor — they 
were extremely bright and small, though 
every other feature of his face was large, in 
proportion to the gigantic head in which they 
were situated. One of the arms of this mon« 
ster was shrivelled and withered, but the 
other, his right one, strong and muscular ; 
his nose was flat, and his mouth reached 
from ear to ear, which, on opening, displajred 
a set of large but regular teeth^, whose whiter 
ness formed a striking contrast to the sable 
exterior of this disgusting monster. 

"Well," thought I, "with all my misfor- 
tunes, I am not reduced to the necessity of re- 



siding with this hideous object. I informed 
him of the sickness of the merchant, desiring 
him^ if the doctor resided within those walls, 
to summon him immediately. The dwarf 
bowed, and went into the house, from whence 
he soon returned, followed by a venerable old 
man, with a white, silvery beard, reaching 
nearly to his middle: his fair countenance 
indicated mildness and benevolence, and I 
was quite struck with his noble and dignified 
mien. The doctor kindly embraced me, bid- 
ding me lead the way towards the sick man^s 
abode : I did so, and rushed into his apart- 
ment with joy, to announce the doctor^s ap- 
proach. Around the sick man's couch stood 
his mother, his wife, and lovely daughter, 
with whom I had frequently conversed, and 
on whom I gazed with more than ordinary 
interest. Umbah, so was the girl named. 
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looked sternly at me as I entered the room, 
and motioned me to retire, her father being 
asleep. I informed the doctor of the sick 
man's slumbers, when he assured me that that 
was the very time he wished to behold the 
patient ; upon which, without consulting Urn- 
bah, or the other attendants in the -chamber 
of sickness, I opened the door, and seizing 
the hand of the doctor, led him into the room. 
No sooner had the mourning relatives beheld 
my venerable physician, than one and all 
uttered violent screams, covering their faces 
with their hands, loading me with abuse, and 
desiring us both to be gone. The sick man, 
disturbed by the shrieks of his family, awoke, 
and sitting upright in his bed, beheld the 
doctor, when he also screamed, groaned, and 
iell backwards, to all appearance dead. Urn- 
bah flew out of the room, and the doctor 
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whispered me, saying, " We had better be 
gone.^' I took the hint, and gaining the 
street, my companion in a low tone said, 
" Take my advice, go not near the merchant's 
house again ; you^ll repent if you do r 

Now all this seemed to me most unaccount- 
ably strange. What had I done ? what offence 
could I have given ? My master was sick, 
and I called a doctor — ^and a more mild, civil, 
prepossessing man I never before beheld ; but 
though I seemed so vastly pleased with the 
learned Hukeem, it appeared no one else was 
of . the same opinion. His very appearance, 
which had so charmed me, disgusted every 
one else. I thus walked on, as I imagined, 
by the side of the doctor ; but lifting up my 
eyes to make some few inquiries into the 
recent affair, to my astonishment he was 
gone, and I was done in the middle of Bag- 
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Jad, not knowing where to go, or what to clo- 
" Perhaps,'' thought I, still ruminating on the 
. wcent unaccountable behaviour of the tner- 
, chant's family, " perhaps they have had howe 
quarrel with this physician, and the verj' sight 
of him drives them distracted ; yet this can- 
not surely be the case, or the doctor would , 
not have accompanied me where he iiui#l 
have known his appearance alone would he j 
attended with such direful consequences." 

The whole was inexplicable, and I deter- 
wined, on visiting the doctor, to inquire fmo 
him the probable cause of the agitation to 
which I had been witness, and in some mea- 
sure the cause. I passed a long and sWpleu 
night under a shed, and in the morning pro- 
ceeded to the doctor's sombre alwde: the 
whole place was surrounded by tall and graces 
ful cypress trees, which shed a solemn gloom 
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around the habitation, truly awful to behold ; 
and it was not until I had seriously debated 
with myself, that I ventured to approach 
the iron door. At lengthi picking up a stone, 
I knocked with it, and called aloud. The 
dwarf once mare appeared, bowing and grin- 
ning. I informed him I wished to speak with 
his master on particular business : he signed 
me to enter, and I obeyed. The dwarf slam- 
med the gate with a yidience, the noise ot 
which frightened from her nest a raven of a 
prodi^ous size from one of the lofty cypress 
trees ; and as she flew slowly over my head, 
uttered three distinct, and, as I thought, 
ominous screams. The dwarf, heedless of 
either the bird or myself, hurried and shuffled 
on with his littie bandy legs into the house, 
motioning me to stand still. I began hearti- 
ly to repent my rashness, and essayed to open 
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the iron gate, but it resisted my utmost 
efiVnts, and remained firm as a rock. 

The dwarf returned, beckoning me to fol- 
low him; tremblingly I obeyed, and just as 
my foot was on the threshold, the ill-omened 
raven flapped its sable wings immediately 
over my head, repeating her screams. I 
therefore hesitated, saying to the dwarf, " If 
you please, I will call again to-morrow : I 
had rather hot enter just now." A vile par- 
rot, which hung in a cage over my head, in 
a large hall, paved with black marble, cried 
*^ Come in, come in !^ and seemed by its brain- 
rending laugh, which followed these words, to 
rejoice in my dilemma. The whole house 
now suddenly became perfumed so exquisite- 
ly, that my senses became bewildered, and 
I entered. 

My arrival at this singular mansion seemed 
to give universal delight to the inhabitants 
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of this Strange abode: — the dwarf rubbed 
his hands and grinned; the parrot scream* 
ed more shrill than before; and a great 
black cat came close to me, rubbing her sleek 
and glossy sides against my leg, mewing, 
and whisking about a tremendous long tail. 
A monkey also capered and seemed ambi- 
tious of outdoing the dwarf in his grimaces ; 
but what struck me as most unaccountable 
was, that parrot, cat, and monkey, had each 
lost an eye. Having crossed the marble 
halU I came to a flight of stone stairs. The 
dwarf placed his foot upon the first step, 
when up scampered cat and monkey, trying 
which should get first Not so quick did I 
ascend the stairs, and once turned back, 
half determined to refuse proceeding any 
fiuther; but the dwarf scowling and look- 
ing displeased, I once more slowly ascended^ 



Artived at the top, the dwarf, monkey, 
and cat, stopped at a black door studded 
with iron knobs; the cat was in ecstasies, 
and the monkey jumped on the dwarf's head, 
wlbere he squeaked and showed evident signs 
of impatience* The dwarf with his heavy 
fist gave three distinct knocks on the black 
door, which, apparently of its own accpirdy 
slowly opened. The dwarf seizing my hand 
led me over the threshold^ whilst the cat aod 
monkey contented themselves by peering 
with their single eyes into the half-darken- 
ed chamber. The physici^m was seated oa a 
huge block of wood; and seeing me, arose 
and embraced me, which salute I coldly 
returned. 

** What may be your commands with me ?^ 
cried the white-bearded doctor. I briefly uM 
htm, the curiosity which, the conduct of the 
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merchant's family had excited in me, and 
Uiat I had come to him for an explanation. 
** Young man," said he, *^ the merchants fa- 
mily are ignorant people ; but their reasons 
fdr the reception they gave me, you had bet- 
ter, if you dare, demand from them : but 
I perceive you are a young man of educa- 
tion, and might, if you pleased, turn your 
acquirements to advantage.*' 

"How?'* cried I. 

** Enter my service ; every convenience 
shall be afiPorded you, and your salary shall 
be handsome.'' 

" What service is expected from me ?*' I 
inquired. 

** A service," he answered, *^ which will jjro- 
flt you greatly. My professions are various. 
I am a physician and alchymist, and your 
labours will be the attention to the com- 
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pounding of medicines, grinding colours, 
arranging shells, stuffing animals, and sera* 
ping skeletons* bones." 

I shuddered at the composure with which 
the mysterious man mentioned the services 
I wa3 expected to perform. I was silent, 
and the old fellow proceeded. 

"You will gradually become acquainted 
with the mysteries of my profession, and, I 
foresee, will rise to great eminence.'' 

^' But,^ said I, " if in my professional 
character I, like you, terrify my patients to 
death, I am at a loss to understand what 
profit I am to reap.'' 

" The fact is," said he ; "you are impatient^ 
ly curious ; but you must know I am only 
called in by particular persons when at the 
last stage. No one will apply to me except 
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the finger of death be on them ; now the 
merchant ^nis by no means in such imminent 
danger, and your mistake in bringing me to 
him, will now reduce him to a lingering and 
miserable death. 

I was still more and more astonished, but 
remained silent. 

*'Will you enter my service?'' said the 
doctor. 

I hesitated, for it was very clear the peo- 
ple of the city avoided this learned doctor, 
who doubtless was a magician and a man of 
bad character. He repeated his question, 
saying my salary should be five toomauns per 
diem, and if ever he failed to pay them Qvery 
morning, I might be at liberty to quit his 
service. 

" At liberty !" said I, ** yes ; whether 
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you pay me or not, I. conceive I should 
not be compelled to remain in a service 
which I disliked.^ 

*^ There you mistake; you must let your- 
self for five years, or not at alL" 

*^ Then/' said I, '* my mind is soon made 
4ip. I beg permission to depart, and shall not 
approach your gate again.'" 

** Oh, foolish man r said he ; ** but as you 
are determined to go, I must treat you as a 
visitor." Saying which, he took up a vessel 
containing rose-water, which he sprinkled 
over my face in the most courteous manner, 
and then embracing me, opened the chamber 
dobr, saying ** Farewell I but I fancy you will 
soon find mine is the only gate that will 
henceforth be open to you, and when you 
come I shall be glad to see you.^' 

This was strange, unaccountably strange, 
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after my positive assurances of never intend- 
ing to approach his house again. I looked at 
the alchymist in the face, but he maintained 
the same dignified look, and called out aloud 
'* Budnuzer !" Up came the frightful dwarf, 
accompanied by the 'cat and monkey. The 
doctor ordered him to open the iron door of 
the court-yard, and allow his visitor to 
depart ; saying, ** Be at hand, however ; he 
will soon return.'' 

I turned round to demand an explanation, 
when the door of the apartment was shut 
too, and the doctor disappeared. I followed 
the dwarf down the stairs, the cat mewing 
piteously, the monkey crying like a child, 
and the parrot in the hall shrieking in a 
most lamentable manner. Budnuzer, the 
dwari*, was, I imagine, dumb, or he would 
most probably have joined in the general 
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iiiourning my departure occasioned. Ar- 
rived at the court jard, I felt much relieved, 
and when the dwarf with a melancholy face, 
opened the iron door, I was in an ecstasy, 
and ran for a conuderable distance; so de- 
lighted was I in escaping the horrors of the 
gloomy mansion. " The doctor," s^d I, 
"may be very learned ; but, by Allah ! I will 
disappoint him this time, and show him he 
can sometimes err in his prognostications, 
for I am determined never to go near the 
lane leading to his gate agaia : No, no ! I 
am safe, and mean to continue so* The 
first person I met, was an Arab labourer, 
who no sooner sat eyes upon me, than down 
he fell insensible, groaning most piteously. 
" Heavens !" I cried, " what can be the 
meaning of this extraordinary conduct." I 
attempted to riuse the poor fellow, but be 
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only groaned and yelled the more, so I left 
him to his fate. When some distance from 
him, I turned round, and beheld the man 
running so fast, as never, I believe, an Arab 
had run before. 

" Well,*^ said I, *^ it seems strange, that 
my appearance should have this extraordi- 
nary ejSect ; however, I will go to a barber's 
and have my beard dressed ; perhaps I have 
need of his scissors.^ I looked into a house, 
to inquire where I could find a barber : no 
sooner did the people therein set eyes upon 
me, than, like the labourer in the road, down 
they fell, flat on their faces, roaring and 
screaming for mercy. I quickly retreated, 
feeling extremely uneasy at finding myself 
an object of horror to all the inhabitants of 
Bagdad. By chance, I passed a barber *s 
shop ; it was full of customers waiting to be 
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attended to. I entered: every head was 
turned towards me, and every mouth uttered 
n frightful yell ; whilst somo dropped down 
in a state of insensibility, and others hurried 
out of the shop, uttering dismal groans, and 
muttering over prayers and portions of the 
Koran. Determined to ascertain the cause 
of this (error whicli my appearance inspired' 
I seized the barber's mirror, and on viewing 
my face therein, I was soon able to account for 
the mystery, — my face being spotted all over 
with patches of bIcx)d;.of so horrid a nature, 
that I must have appeared like a creature 
from the other world. I had no doubt but 
this was to be attributed to tlie doctor's 
sweet-smelling rose-water, which, as I ima- 
gined, he had so courteously sprinkled over 
me. I flew to the water which stood in one 
comer of the shop, and attempted to rub off 
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the stain ; but, aUs ! it was indelible. I 
most cordially cursed the doctor, being now 
under the necessity, notwithstanding my de- 
termination to the contrary, ol once more 
knocking at his iron gate, to de»re he would 
remove the bloody spots on^ my face : and as 
he foretold^ I socm returned* Dire necessity 
compelled me once more to approach his 
horrid abode; I was shunned, abhorred, 
loathed; how could I then obtain a liveli- 
hood? " Oh, misery !" cried I, " the alchy*. 
mist has indeed secured me ; I must become 
his dave.^^ With a heavy heart, I knocked 
at the iron gate, which was instantly opened 
by the dwarf, who appeared as if expecting 
my return. 

^^ Lead me to your master,^ cried I. 

He bowed, and I followed him into the 
hall ; the parrot once more crying, ** Come in, 
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come in!^ and laughing most inunoderately ; 
the cat and monkey also testified their de- 
light by a thousand antics and grimaces. 
Once more I was at the study door of the 
accursed doctor : he received me politely, say- 
ing, *^ I told you we should soon see , you 
ag^n, — ^that mine was the only gate open to 
you in the world." 

" Remove these accursed stains,'' cried I, 
pointing to my face, •* and I shall then be 
enabled to obtain a livelihood." 

^^ Impossible,'' said the doctor ; I ipust 
first have your services for five years : be 
prudent, agree to remain with me, and after 
that period, if you obey me in every par- 
ticular, you may bid adieu to service for ever, 
and become independent ; — ^reject my oflTers, 
and go abroad once more as you now are. 
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but remember, my gate will not again be 
opened unto you. 

" Oh ! cruel fate, that has led me hither r 
cried I ; ** curse the villain who pointed out 
this hellish place to me. What must I do ?'* 

" Obey, serve, and honour me,*^ said the 
doctor ; ^^ and as you diligently get through 
each year of servitude, two of the ten spots 
on your face will vanish ; I cannot, if I would, 
wipe them away by any other means." 

" Will you promise,'* cried I, " that after 
five years I shall become rich, and be suffer- 
ed to depart without stain ?" 

•* It depends on yourself,'* said the doctor : 
** if you obey me, are not headstrong or im- 
prudent, you shall retire wealthy, and per- 
fect in appearance." 

I consented to remain, and promised to 

N 5 
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obej. At this moineiit the monkey and the 
cat set up a scream of delight, and hurried 
down stairs, I suppose, to infogrm the parrot 
of the good news, for I soon after heard his 
thrilling shriek throughout the house. Bud- 
nuzer the dwarf entered the study, and the 
doctor drew forth a parchmofit, on which he 
wrote our agreement ; he bhiding himsdtf to 
pay me five toomauns per diem, and provide 
food and lodging for five years ; after which 
he should have no farther claim upon me, 
provided I did not disobey his instructions 
and orders ; in which case, though he might 
allow me to depart, I was to refund all the 
toomauns I might have received, or keep 
them, binding myself to stay for ten years 
more in his service, in which case I should 
be allowed to keep my money. I, on my 
part, bound myself to serve and obey, and 
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signed my name, the dwarf being witness. 
From the deed I learned my master^s name 
was Tabnag ; and oh ! curse the day which 
first brought me near Tabnag and Bud- 
nuzer. 



VOL. III. N 6 



276 THE ZENANA. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Being now regularly in the service of Tab- 
nag, I was anxious to examine his gloomy 
abode, and so expressed myself to my master : 
he willingly undertook to conduct me about 
the premises. The first room into which we 
entered was a laboratory, containing surgical 
instruments, stuffed birds, and skeletons ; in 
the second room, on the first floor, was a 
valuable collection of shells, with several cu- 
rious swords, daggers, and matchlocks ; but 
what struck me more forcibly, amongst the 
collection, was an enormous bow, made of 
one buffalo's horn. " Could you string it, 
think you ?^' said the doctor. 
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« I fear not," said I. 

"Tiy,'' replied he; "I fancy you are 
strong, and that is one reason why I was 
anxious to secure your services." 

The bow being taken down, I set to work 
with all my might, desirous of exhibiting my 
muscular powers ; but nevertheless failed in 
my attempt. Tabnag assured me, of all the 
assistants he ever had, none had displayed so 
much strength as myself ; adding, ^Vand I am 
glad to see it, as you will need it, I assure 
you.**' I was somewhat alarmed at this speech, 
and inquired if it were impossible to string 
the bow. " There is only one person,'' said 
he, '^ who is able to string it, and that is Bud- 
nuzer ; you shall see him :" saying which, he 
took from his girdle a whistle, which applying 
to his mouth, he produced a noise, answered 
from below, not by the dwarf, but by the 
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pftrrot; and soon aft«r Budnuzer stood be- 
fore us. Tatmagpcinted toUiebow; and the 
dwarf, placiii^ faia foot upon it, with his 
strong and powerfol arm strung it at one 
poll. We passed on through many other 
rooms on this floor; some empty, and others 
containing medicines, bottles, and tools of all 
descriptions. The windows were all securely 
barred, but the shutters appeared to have 
felt the iron hand c^ time. We now des- 
cended the stairs, and entered the hall, where 
the parrot welcomed us with his usual excla- 
mation of, *^ Come in, come in r and when the 
doctor informed me that the hall was paved 
with marble from a quarry near Mount Cha- 
sagiri,* the parrot cried ^' Dur een che 
shuck ?''t 

* Caucasus. f What doubt is there of this? 
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** Your bird,*^ said I, ^ seems able to con- 



verse.*** 



«< 



No, indeed,^' said Tabnag; *^ all he can 
say is. Come in, and What doubt is there 
of this ? I purchased him of a fakir from 
Hindustan, who was very unwilling to part 
with him.'' 

Tabnag now opened a door to the right of 
the hall, which I had not before observed, 
which was strange, for close by it was ano- 
ther door—both painted black. The room 
into which we entered was spacious, and in 
the centre was placed a tremendous wheel, 
with leathern straps which passed through 
into the adjoining apartment : close to the 
great wheel was a smaller, placed horizontal- 
ly, with cogs and springs, such as is used in 
many places to draw up water with from the 
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weUs. This I concluded was worked by an 
ox» although a very singularly constructed 
yoke lay on the floor. 

*^ You will know more of this room short- 
ly,"^ said the doctcnr, ** and I have now shown 
you as much as I intend — and seek to know 
no more," 

^^ Are we not to look into the adjoining 
room ?" inquired L . . 

^^ Young man,^ replied Tabnag in the most 
solemn manner, " mark me — never presume 
to venture near the door of that room ; the 
consequences of disobedience may be fatal to 
you. Be ready to-morrow at sunrise, when 
we will commence our labours. Budnuzer, 
conduct the young man to his apartment."*^ 

Sa3dng which, be left me in charge of the 
dwarf, who conducted me to a low damp cel- 
lar, where was a miserable bed, beside which 
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stood an iron treasure chest, which was open. 
The dwarf fastened the same, and put the key 
into my hands, by which I understood the 
box was intended for a place of deposit for 
my wages. I was allowed to walk around 
the spacious court-yard in the evening, and 
was joined by the doctor, who was pleasant 
and facetious enough, indulging in severe 
remarks on the ignorance of mankind in ge- 
neral, and contemning all forms of religion. 
To fathom this man was impossible, nor 
could I discover whether he was Suni, Shee- 
ah, Turk, or Infidel ; he was undoubtedly a 
clever and experienced man, but certainly 
leagued with the evil One. 
• I joined my master at meals, and we were 
waited on by Budnuzer, who afterwards fed 
himself, the cat, monkey, and parrot. 

« Pray,'' said I, •' what could make these 
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animals so delighted at seeing me enter the 
house ?*' 

♦^Why,** said Tabnag, "they have had 
little or no food nnce my last assistant left 
me, and seeing another approach, they very 
sagaciously imagined th^r food would be 
continued to be given them as before.'' 

" But why,** said I, " did not you feed 
them until you had procured another assis* 
tant?'* 

" I ate but little myself,'' said the doctor ; 
" I could not,— -but ask no questions." 

^^ I must," said I, ^^ ask one more question : 
How happens it that all your animals have 
but one eye ?" 

" Because," said he, ** they all ware im- 
prudent and dared to disobey me.'' 

This was a very unsatisfactory answer, but 
I was constrained to be silent. 1 passed a 
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quiet night, and was awakened by Budnuzer 
in the morning, and signed by him to enter 
the hall, where Tabnag was awaiting my 
coming. The dwarf conducted me into the 
room with two wheels, whilst the doctor en- 
tered the sacred and forbidden apartment. 
What was my dismay at finding the horizon- 
tal wheel, which I had imagined was con- 
structed for an ox, intended for myself ! and 
the curious yoke was actually fastened on 
my neck by the ready dwarf, ere I had well 
recovered from my surprise ; my eyes were 
then blindfolded, I suppose to prevent diz- 
ziness, whilst each hand was placed on a bar 
where they were tightly strapped ; and here I 
stood like the patient ox, awaiting the signal 
to move on. The signal soon came in the 
shape of a smart crack on my shoulders from 
the dwarTs whip, which I had not before ob- 
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served him to carry. The labour was dread- 
ful, and my knees tottered under me. 

I continued at this truly bullock work 
for half an hour, when a shrill whistle from 
the forbidden chamber, which I vainly ima- 
gined was the signal for cessation, brought 
the whip of the dwarf once more about my 
shoulders, and the shrill voice of old Ta^ 
nag, crying out, " Quick, quick !" I was 
obliged to strain every nerve to please both 
master and driver. At last, a loud and 
continued whistle I found was the signal 
to discontinue my labour, for the dwarf 
pulling me back, released me. I fell to 
the ground, exhausted, and covered with 
perspiration ; presently in rushed the 
doctor, half naked, and fell by my side, 
perspiring at every pore, panting and 



THE ZENANA. 985 

pu£Sng, and calling for water, which the 
dwarf brought him forthwith. 

I was of opinion that I had suffered greatly, 
but the internal agony of old Tabnag baffles 
ajl description, whilst the dwarf appeared 
the only composed person in the house ; for 
the mewing of the cat, and the shrieks of the 
parrot and monkey, were now become disa- 
greeably audible. After some time the doc- 
tor arose, and was led out of the room by 
Budnuzer, leaving me to recover my fatigues 
as well as I could. I had experienced quite 
enough of the nature of my duties, to make 
me anxious to quit so abominable a service, 
where the work of a beast was expected from 
me, in order to aid my master in some diabo- 
lical proceeding. What could I do? the 
demon doctor had fixed his accursed stamp 
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on my face, and rendered me a loathed ob- 
ject, a monster on whom none for a moment 
dared rest their eyes. With this most efipec- 
tual preventive to escape, the doctor kindly 
allowed me ^press from his infernal den' 
whenever I was inclined. I determined to 
remonstrate with him before another day^s 
labour commenced. The dwarf returned to 
me, and leading me from the room, fastened 
the door. I had great curiosity to know 
all that had been going on in the contiguous 
apartment ; but as the dwarf was dumb, and 
I had been warned not to attempt gratifying 
my curiosity on the subject, I silently fol- 
lowed Budnuzer to my cellar, where, tired 
and hot, I laid down to sleep. 

In the evening the dwarf called me, and I 
accompanied him to the study of my master. 
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where I found him wearing the same serene 
and placid countenance as when I first be- 
held him. Before him were dishes of rice 
and sweetmeats, with sherbet and cool water, 
of which he pc^tely invited me to partake. 

** No/*^said I ; ** one who has been treated 
like a brute, cannot now sit down as a human 
being to eat rice and pilau.'^ 

The doctor made no reply, but ate his fill, 
and then went to sleep. Being very hungry, 
however, I followed the dwarf out of the 
room with the dishes, intending to snatch a 
handful or two of rice ; but, lo ! the cat and 
the monkey, ever watchful, jumped on the 
dwarfs shoulders, and soon, between them, 
cleared the dishes, with the exception of 
some sweetmeats, which Budnuzer reserved 
for the parrot. 
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Well,** thought I, ^* to-morrow I will be 
more prudent, and eat while I have it in 
my power." 

The following day was productive of 
nearly the same misery to me. I was put to 
the hand wheel| and as I turned it something 
in the adjoining chamber went round with 
a whizzing noise, accompanied by the sound 
of hammers, and clinking of metal. Being 
greatly fatigued, I began to relax in my 
exertions; but the dwarf who stood by me 
immediately applied his hellish whip to my 
unfortunate shoulders. Irritated beyond 
measure, I left the wheel, and was approach- 
ing the dwarf to chastise him ; but lifting 
up his arm, he levelled such a blow on my 
stomach as made me reel to the other end of 
the room, where I fell. All this time the ope- 
rations, whatever they were, were at a stand, 
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and in consequence in rushed Tabnag to 
inquire the cause. I explained to him how 
the Dwarf had presumed to serve me. 

** Presumed !^ said Tabnag ; *• why, *tis 
his duty to keep the wheel going till he 
hears my whistle : if you are lazy, of course 
you must be whipped ; and I advise you not 
to attempt striking him — you are no match 
for him in strength : come, to the wheel once 
more ! I have not yet finished.'' 

I assured him I was half dead with hunger, 
and had not strength to turn the wheel any 
more that day. 

*' That is your own fault," said he ; "I 
oflFered you food : if you did not choose to 
accept it, I don't see why my business should 
stand still in consequence:** — so saying, he 
nodded to the Dwarf, who with his whip 
soon brought me from my comer again to 
VOL. iir. o 
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the accursed wheel, where, after another 
hour's hard work, I was gratified by hear- 
ing the whistle from the next roam. This 
being the signal for cessaticm, the Doctor 
catnd smiling into the roorn^ and shook me 
by the hand, hoping, he said^ to see me at 
dinner. I this day partook of his meal, and 
an excellent one it was. 

Thus passed day after day. .1 was some- 
times put to on* wheel, then to another ; but 
every time I wajs yoked to the heavy one, 
the Doctor^ at the conclusion of my labour, 
evinced symptoms of terror similar to those 
I witnessed on the first day. My salary, 
according to agreem^it, waift regularly paid 
me, and my food was excelkot. I had re^^ 
mained with the Doct(»r oae year, during 
which time I had worked hard (or my too* 
mauii8> and apparently gave great satis&c- 
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tioQ. Two of the spots on my face dis- 
appeared, as the Doctor had assured me; 
so that I hoped, when my term should ex- 
pire, to become quite free from the horrid 
staifis. I shall not dwell upon the toil I 
endured for four years and a half, but 
proceed to relate events which then took 
place. 

The Doctor was summoned to the sick- 
bed of an Arab captain of a merchant- 
vessel, who had come from Busaorah to 
visit his family, resident in Bagdad. The 
Dwarf was occupied on the terrace of the 
house drying certain herbs for the Doctor's 
use, and I was left alone and unemploy^ed. 
I felt a strong inclination to peep into die 
forbidden apartment, and more than oece 
found myself at the door ; prudence, how*- 
ever, whispering in my e«r, [ turned away, 

o 2 
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considering, as my term of servitude was so 
near at an end, I would not run the risk of 
incurring the displeasure of the Alchymist, 
although it would, I imagined, be next to 
impossible he should find me out. The 
Doctor returned one day, informing me the 
Arab captain was quite recovered. ** Yes," 
said he, " Maghroobia" (so was his patient 
named) " will ever bless the day he sent for 
me.*" 

About one month after this event, as I 
was assisting the Dwarf in his labours on 
the terrace, I heard the town-crier pro- 
claiming the sudden disappearance of a 
girl named Zenna, the daughter of Magh- 
roobia, a captain of a merchant-vessel : 
immense rewards were offered to any one 
who could give information which would 
lead to her discovery I was( surprised, 
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but mentioned not the circumstance to my 
master, who doubtless bad heard the crier 
as well as myself. Several days after, I was 
again by cfaailice left at liberty in the house, 
and fancied I heard a voice, sobbing and 
weeping bitterly, proceed from the forbidden 
apartment ; it was unquestionably the voice 
of a female. ** Heavens !" thought I, " it 
must be the daughter of the Arab captain. 
Oh !" said I, ** were I certain this were the 
case, I would, when my term expires, give 
the distressed father information on the 
subject, and thus gain an immense reward ; 
which, added to my savings, would possess 
me of a handsome sum of money to take 
with me to Yezd, where I anticipated the 
pleasure of sharing it with my two friends, 
Yazmin and Mohabet Ali, should they both 
be still in want." 
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No one was near^ and I determined td 
hazard a peep into the mysterious chamber. 
Not a sound was to be heard in the house r 
the parrot, whose cage hung opposite the 
fatal door, was even sleeping, and the cat 
and monkey were reposing below. Cau- 
tiously did I, on my toes, creep towards the 
door: the female wept; and fain would I 
have called to her but for the parrot, who 
invariably, on hearing any one talk, would 
scream violently, and thus bring down the 
dwarf. I tried the door : it was fastened. I 
placed my eye at the keyhole ; when a flash 
of fire seemed to go through my brain, 
and my right eye was for ever destroyed, 
whilst my left felt painful and weak, and it 
was with difficulty I could bear the light. 
No sooner had this misery befallen me, than 
the parrot gave a lengthened screiuu, and 
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threw himself violently from one side of the 
cage to the other. 

" What a fool I am !" cried I. 

« What doubt is there of that ? " said the 
parrot ; whilst the dwarf came hobbling 
down the stairs. 

I endeavoured to turn my back towards 
him, that he might not perceive my blind- 
ness, but to no purpose ; he seemed to have 
divined what had taken place, for I found 
myself drawn by a strong cord, and fastened 
to one dT the pillars of the hall, so cruelly 
tight, that the circulation of my blood was 
impeded; my eyes, particularly my left, 
ached violently, and I found I could see less 
and less every minute. I, however, saw the 
doctor enter, and beheld his chagrin at 
se^ng me tied in the manner I described. 

" Fool V* said he, " did I not caution you 
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against attempting to gratify your curiosity ? 
You have got your reward. This day you 
go hence a beggar, and a blind one. Bud- 
nuzer,*' said he, "release the poor wretch, 
and turn him away for ever." 

In vain I begged for a few toomauns, not 
one would the ill-natured Tabnag give me ; 
my labour and toil for nearly five years was 
all clean forgotten by this one act of disobe- 
dience, although dearly had I been punished 
for it. Thus did I leave the mansion of 
Tabnag, not indeed quite blind, but nearly 
so ; one eye, however, my right, had become 
dark and useless ; and two of the red spots 
on my face to this day remain, but are, for- 
tunately, on my chin, so that my beard, 
which I strive to make grow thick, com- 
pletely covers them. I trust your Majesty 
will excuse my not showing them, having the 
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greatest horror of having them exposed to 
view, ml begged my way to Bussorah, and 
from thence by ship to Mocha, where, I 
should have said, the infernal doctor advised 
me to go, for what purpose I knew not; 
but soon comprehended his motive. 

Arrived at Mocha, my left eye gradually 
recovered, and I could see to walk about. 
As I was one day begging in the street, a 
stout fellow laid hold of me, and demanded 
his daughter. 

" Heavens ! ^ cried I, *' what mean you ? 
who are you.? I have no female in my 
possession." 

" I am,'' said he, " Maghroobia, and come 
to demand my daughter Zenna, whom the 
good Tabnag has assured me is under your 
protection, and that you have absconded 
from him on her account.'' 

o 5 



X98 THK ZENAKA. 



<c 



Oh ! sir,'' cried I, " call him not good ; 
he IS) I believe, the devil himself ; and, ndt 
content with having caused me to suffer toil 
and labour and blindness, has now deceived 
you, doubtless imagining you would sacrifice 
me to your fury : thank Heaven ! you are a 
wise man, and have not proceeded so rashly. 
Your daughter, sir, is in the mansion of the 
doctor, at least so I have reason to fear ; and 
it was my wish to be certain of the fact, 
which has cost me my right eye, and ruined 
the vision of the other." 

"Oh, Allah!'' cried the captain, "can 
this be possible? is the doctor indeed such 
a man ? now do I repent having called him 
in during my illness.** 

" Gro," said I ; '* lose not a moment in 
returning to Bagdad to demand your child ; 
you will find her in the second room on the 
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right hand of the nuirble hall: but for Hea- 
veii'« sake be cautious, or your Kfe may be 
forfeited." 

"I will apply to the Governor," said the 
captain, ^* and have his house razed ; will 
you accompany me P*^ 

** Excuse me," said I ; *' worlds should not 
tempt me to approach those detested walls 
again. Fmvwell i and may you succeed, 
noble captain ! ^' 

Maghroobia was by no means surprised at 
my declining to accompany him, when he 
heard all my past sufferings. Some time 
after his departure, I got into the service of 
a merchant, for whom I was employed in 
preparing coffee for exportation. My service 
requiring me to an estate about four miles 
distant from Mocha, I was one day pro^ 
ceeding thither on an Arab horse, when I 
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missed my way, and got amongst wild and 
inaccessible places ; at last, finding my horse 
could not proceed over the rocky, and uneven 
ground,- I fastened him to the stump of a 
tree> and ascended a hill, where I endeavoured 
to discover my lost path. A venerable old 
man suddenly appeared, and I made him a 
salaam and inquired my road. He gave me 
the necessary information, and invited me to 
his cave close by, where he said he had re- 
sided for years retired from this world. I 
rather hesitated to trust myself a second time 
with the venerable-looking men of that coun- 
try ; but at last followed him to his retreat, 
where he produced milk, coarse bread, and 
dates. The heat of the day had caused my 
poor eye much pain, and I frequently put my 
hand before it. 

" My friend ,■*' said my host, " you seem 
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in much pain: how happens it, that you have 
lost the use of your right eye, and appear to 
suffer much pain in your left ?'' 

" Oh, sir,'' cried I, " I am the victim of a 
villain at Bagdad, who calls himself a doctor ."^ 

The hermit started, crying, " God forbid ! 
have you served Tabnag ?** 

" Oh !'' said I, " then thou knowest him ?" 

" I do,'' he replied : " he cured me when 
all other physicians had given me over ; but 
I paid dearly for my recovery : — my daughter 
was carried off, my wife died suddenly, and 
my ships (for I was a merchant) sunk, and I 
became a wanderer. When first I insisted 
on the attendance of Tabnag, my friendf 
were horror-struck, and fain would have 
turned me from my purpose, saying, he could 
cure, but would cause me sorrow for the re- 
mainder of my days. I heeded not their super- 
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stitioD, as I then deemed it : he came and 
cured my body, but wounded my peace of 
mind for ever. It is now about five years 
since I fell in with a man like yourself, 
blind in one eye and suffering pain from the 
weakened state of the other ; and be related 
to me his sufferings whilst under tlie roof of 
Tabnag ; and you, like him, I imagine, dared 
to peep into the forbidden apartment/' 

^^ I did,^ said I ; and proceeded to relate 
every thing that had happened to me. 

" You are unfortunate,*" said he ; " but in 
my inner c4j11 is a poor wretch who, I fear, is 
dying, and one who has also served not <mly 
Tabnag, but Satan himself.**^ 

The hermit conducted me into a small cave, 
where on a pallet lay an emaciated being, ap- 
parently dying; I approached, and on «x« 
amining his ^Countenance, what was my aeto^ 
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nishment on recognizing the very man who 
had first pointed out to me the doctor s in- 
fernal abode. 

Informing the hermit of the circumstance, 
he said this was very likely, '* for as long as 
he could supply Tabnag with victims he 
lived; but all his attempts failing at the time 
of your emancipation, he is now about to suf- 
fer for his rash intimacy with the alcbymist. 
His incoherence of speech and his dreadful 
agony of mind allow me to gather from him 
the following particulars: — He, it appears, 
was lentrapped into the mansion of the doctor, 
and being poor and destitute, accepted his 
service ; and, unfortunately for him, did not 
peep into the forbidden apartment/' 

** Would I had been as unfortunate r 
said L 

** Not so, my son,*' said the hermit ; " you 
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have reason to rejoice at, rather than lament 
your disobedience. Listen to me ; after the 
expiration of his term of servitude, the doc- 
tor, as he said, to reward him for his forbear- 
ance and strict obedience to his orders in not 
prying into his secrets, offered to conduct 
him into the mysterious chamber. Eagerly 
did he follow his master'; when scarcely had 
he passed the threshold, before a gigantic 
figure, with huge sable wings, touched him 
on the shoulder, crying, " Mine, mine, mine 
for ever !"*' and instantly disappeared. The 
poor fellow sunk to the earth, overcome with 
terror ; and on recovery begged an explana- 
tion from the alchymist, who coolly informed 
him, he was now the servant of Satan, but that 
provided he could procure for him a strong 
and able assistant every live years, or when- 
ever he should require one, he should live 
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wealthy and happy, and for this purpose he 
was allowed to be at large in the city ; but if 
he failed, then would come his dreadful hour, 
and Satan would come and claim him. He 
succeeded in providing two assistants, whose 
curiosity lost them their eyes, but saved their 
souls. After you, the unhappy man having 
been unable to provide an assistant, fled, vainly 
imagining he could elude the grasp of Satan ; 
but in this wild and dreary place his enemy 
has overtaken him, and I dread the hour 
of his dissolution. He has also informed 
me, that he verily believes the nature of his 
duty at the wheels in the alchymist's house 
was to draw up in one the Devil laden with 
gold and silver, and in the other to put in 
motion some machinery for the purpose of 
coining money." 

** From your account, I imagine that 



to obtam anotner aaaslaDt, 
h«iciidea:Totiredlo appease the Devil by pn>- 
curaig a Tirgin, and diis may account tar Us 
a ei itilii ig the aKTcliant^ daughter.'*' 

^ But,* said I, ^ can jou account for the 
horror I inqared bj diovii^ my spotted fisMe 
in die city r 

"Tes,** said die henoit; ^ this is one of the 
old fieJIov^s tricks — a young man, a patient 
of his, haring, it is said, come firom the other 
world so marked, and thus stalked through 
the streets to the alarm and terror c^ the in- 
habitants. When you appeared, therefore, 
doubdess they imagined the same spectre 
again visited them.^ 

If this was all anrrecty I had reason to re- 
joice at my getting off with the loss of an eye 
only. ** What think you," said I, ** has now 
become of old Tabnag, since he has fidled to 
procure another assistant ?** 
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" I cannot say,'* replied the hermit, " un- 
less Satan has spared him in consequence of 
his offering the merchant's daughter ; though 
I question if he has been suffered to pos- 
sess his immense wealth.'* 

Whilst we were talking, the sick man 
groaned and writhed in agony, crying 
with a feeble voice, " He is coming ! he 
is coming !" alarmed, we rushed out of 
the cavern, not daring to venture near it 
again for an hour. The hermit at length 
summoned courage to peep into the inner 
cell, and returned to me, saying the place 
was filled with black smoke, so that nothing 
could be distinguished. After a short time 
he again repaired to the cell, followed by 
myself: the cave was free from smoke, but 
the victim was gone<— not a trace of him was 
to be seen. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The good hermit condoled with me in my 
misfortunes; and after breathing a prayer 
for the unhappy man we had so lately seen, 
conducted me towards the high-road. Having 
found my way, and transacted my business 
in tolerable time, I returned to my master, 
who was satisfied with my explanation. 
Many a time did I long to know what suc- 
cess Maghroobia, the Arab captain, met with 
in his attempts to discover his daughter be- 
neath the roof of the accursed alchymist; 
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and was often more than half inclined to 
quit my service, and proceed to Bagdad, 
merely to gratify my curiosity — so little had 
the severe lesson I had received cured me 
of this disease, for so I may well call it. 

Tired of Mocha and coiFee, I quitted it, 
and proceeded in an Arab dhow, laden with 
horses, to Bombay. I offered my services 
as a horse-keeper, which the owner of the 
animals accepted. Arrived in Bombay, out 
horses were soon got on shore, and some few 
purchased on the first day. The merchant, 
my master, was delighted at the success likely 
to attend his speculation, especially as he was 
expecting another lot to follow immediately. 
Owing to bad weather at sea, however, they 
did not arrive until nearly three months after 
us. I was despatched to superintend the 
landing of the horses, and went on board 
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one of the vesaels to consult with the cap- 
tain concerning the time and best method of 
dinging the horses, so as to (Nf^vent acci* 
dents. My surprise was bejond descriptioD4 
on recognizing, in the person of the captain, 
Maghroobia, the £Either of the lost Zenna. 
He did not at first rememb^ me ; but ifi4ien 
I menti<Hied circumstances of interestt to him, 
he seized my hand, and expressed his joy tA 
meeting me. I eagerly inquired if he had 
succeeded in recovering his lost child. 

^' Alas ! no,*' said he ; '^the accursed riUain 
has deprived me of her for ever. On my 
return to Bagdad from M odia, I applied to 
the Governor, who commanded a troop of 
armed men to surround the alcfaymist's 
house. The iron door of the court-yard was 
wide open, at which I was not a little sur- 
prised. We entered the inierior of the 
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building. The first sight we beheld, was a 
parrot dead in its cage ; and on the stairs lay 
a monkey and a cat, also both dead. I 
opened the first door on the right hand of 
the marble hall, but such a volume of 
black smoke is^ied th^efrom, that the house 
was filled in an instant, and all search was 
useless; we could neither see nor breathe, 
bemg blinded and sufibcated by the smoke, 
the smell of which was abominable. I ap- 
jdied once more to the Grovernor, who 
ordered the house to be razed ; but as no 
one could be prevailed upon to set to work 
an its demolition, several large guns and 
mortars were placed before the gate, and a 
brisk fire soon commenced. Our shot, how- 
ever, had not the slightest effect; notwith- 
jstanding all the care and ^ill of the guuners,, 
every ball went many yards over the house ; 



312 THE SSBNANA. *^ 

and at last a number of people came running 
up to us, begging us to cease, for that our 
shot was- falling into the city, and had killied 
several of the inhabitants. We were all 
struck dumb with amazement, and immedi- 
ately discontinued firing. The Grovemor 
was no less astonished than ourselves, and 
ordered the building should be blown up 
with gunpowder. For this purpose, expert 
miners were employed, and a train laid which 
would have been sufficient to have blown up 
the strongest fortress. All ended, however, 
in an insignificant "phiz,'' with a little 
harmless smoke; and thus were we com- 
pelled to abandon the attempt, and the 
building stands as firm as ever." 

When I informed the captain that it was 
the abode of Iblis, whom I had myself un- 
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consciously served, his surprise vanished, 
saying, ^^ If this is the case, it is no wonder 
we could not shake the foundations; it re- 
quires very strong powder, and very power- 
ful cannon, ere we fight with the devil." 

Scarcely had he uttered these words, when 
a shivering came over his whole frame, he 
fell on the deck of the vessel, groaned, rolled 
his eyes in a frantic manner, and in five 
minutes was a corpse. What an awful sight! 
my friend, who, but a few moments before, 
was a healthy, living being, was now an 
inanimate lump of clay : the vengeance of 
Tabnag had overtaken him. 

"Oh, wretched man," said I, ** ever to have 
employed that deceiver for thy physician.'* 

Having given orders for the burial of the 
unfortunate Maghroobia, I landed my horses, 
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some twenty (nr thirty of which were selected 
to be sent into thcf interior of Hyderabad 
and Nagpcne, and I was deputed to go in 
chai^ dT them, with orders to pay wbatevi^r 
money I should receive into the hands oi 
MahcHnmed Ali Khan, an Arab merchatit at 
Hyderabad. I was to be accompanied by 
thirty h(N-sekeepers, some Arabs, and sbme 
natives of Bombay, so that there was no f^r 
of my acting unfairly ; and the prices of 
each horse being previously decided, with 
strict orders not to abate a single rupee, it 
would have been impossible, had I been so 
inclined, to have played the cheat. All 
being ready, I proceeded to Hyderabad, 
through Poona, Seroor, and Aurungabad. 
One day, as we were encamped within a day's 
march of Hyderabad, a man came up to me, 
sajring his master was riding a sorry beast, 






THE ZBKAMA. 815 

and was anxious to purchase an Arab horse 
from me, if I could recommend him one. 
Where is your master ?'' I inquired. 
His tent is pitched near the tops of 
trees at a small distance, and he will await 
your coming/' 

"Is he rich?'* said I. 

** Very I" was the answer I received. 

" Very well,'' said I ; *^ a horse shall be at 
his tent presently.'' 

So sajring, I went to my lot of horses and 
selected one of the very best and highest 
price ; indeed he was a noble beast, fit for a 
monarch to ride upon. As I am at liberty, 
thought I, to receive more money than the 
fixed price if I can get it, why I will even 
demand from this rich man a thousand rupees 
over and above, and will pocket the differ- 
^ice myself. With this intention I led the 

p 3 
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horse to the knot of trees, and stood with 
him opposite the tent-door of the wealthy 
stranger. The servant who had summoned 
me, said his master was anxious to try the 
horse if I had no objection. 

" Certainly not,'' replied I ; ** the ground is 
good about here, and I beg he will gaUop 
him and try all his paces ; he is quiet and 
free from vice." 

" Can he go fast ?" said a voice from within 
the tenU 

" Indeed, Sir," I replied, " he is equal in 
swiftness to the Prophet's Borak I** 

I had scarcely uttered the words, when 
my customer, with his head muffled up in 
a shawl, leaped into the saddle, and when 
firmly fixed, with the bridle in his hand, 
he threw off the shawl, turning his face 
full upon me; when what was my agony 
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at recognizing the accursed Alchymist of 
Bagdad, who, I had sincerely hoped, was 
too deeply engaged with the devil ever 
again to cross my path. He stuck his 
spars into my horse's sides and galloped 
away over hill and dale, and I have never 
seen or heard of him since, and may Allah 
forbid that I should ! What was I now to 
do ? I seized his unhappy servant, who was 
a low caste man of the country, and probably 
an innocent one ; but, in my ^nger, I de- 
manded from him the money for my horse : 
I might as well have expected him to have 
raised a gale of wind as the money, and felt 
pity for the poor trembler before me. 

" Indeed,^' said he, " I know not who the 
man is that I have served ; but you can take 
his horse in exchange.'*' 

I looked at the animal the doctor had left 
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me, and surely so miseraUe a wreleh never 
trod tiie earth-. He was one of the most 
inferior sort of Bengal horses, with a hi^ 
nose, sharp, narrow fcnrehead, staring, vicious 
'^'oking eyes, ill-shaped ears, square head, 
thin neck, narrow chest, lank belly, cat- 
hams, goose-rumps, mid legs full of splints 
and spavins. Here was an exchange for 
my handsome Arab! What could I do? 
h6w i^^pear before the horsekeepers ? would 
they believe my story ? Surely they would 
not credit my assertions, and I must suffer 
on my return to Bombay. I took with me 
the poor servant, and still poorer horse, and 
related to the horsekeepers my misfortune. 
They said nothing, but cast peculiar looks at 
one another, which convinced me I was not 
believed. The Bengal horse was, however, 
conveyed to Hyderabad, where I had not 
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long remained ere I was taken into custody 
by Mahommed All Khan, who had learned 
the loss of the Arab horse from the horse- 
keepers. In vain I swore^ declared, and pro- 
tested, I had been imposed upon^ and robbed 
of the animal ; and in vain did the Alchy- 
mist's servant corroborate my assertions. I 
was imprisoned, and badly fed, for nearly a 
year ; when finding it useless td detain me 
any longer, I was released, and turned away 
once more a beggar, in which state I have 
ever since remained^ and wandered about 
until I arrived at this vast city, where I was 
one ds^y surprised by beholding Yasmin, the 
author of all my sufferings, limping through 
thie bazaar. It was with grief I learned he 
bad been as unsuccessful as mysdf, and we 
both anxiously looked forward to the expira- 
tion of the ten years, indulging in the hope 
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of finding in Yezd, our friend, Mohabet Ali^ 
rich and powerful. How were our expecta- 
tions blighted, by meeting with him in this 
city about a month after my arrival, a beggar 
like ourselves, maimed and wretched. How, 
and by what means he became so, he will 
himself inform your Majesty." 

Aurungzebe remarked, that this was one 
of the most singular stories he had ever 
heard, and enquired of Yusoof, whether he 
had heard any account from the people at 
Hyderabad, concerning the Alchymist ? 

" I made many inquiries, your Majesty,'* 
said Yusoof; '^but all I could learn was, 
that he had frequently been seen in that city, 
but never remained long in it ; was always 
mounted on a different horse, and spoke to 
no one : people from Aurungabad, also gave 
the same account, and I have no doubt it 
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was correct : he was flying from himself, or 
perhaps, vainly attempting to elude the devil ; 
but he is giving himself a vast deal of unne- 
cessary trouble, for I imagine the devil is 
pretty sure of him at any time.'^ 

The Emperor here intimated his desire to 
hear the story of Mohabet Ali, the third 
Sufi, who advancing commenced the follow- 
ing account of himself. 
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CHAPTER. XI. 

THE STORY OF MOHABET ALI, THE THIBD 
BEGGAR, WITH ONE HAND. 

When the time of separation arrived, and 
I found myself alone in the wide world, I 
began most heartily to repent forsaking the 
true religion to become a Sufi. I determined 
to make an attempt at becoming reconciled 
with my father ; and for this purpose penned 
a letter to him from ^Tehran, which was the 
first place of consequence I arrived at. Anx- 
iously did I wait his reply; but waited in 
vain: so little did he now regard me. In 
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PeiBia I found no fnendship, no employment; 
I therefore determined on trying my luck in 
happy India. Alas ! it was to me far from 
happy. I have been miserable ever since I 
^t mj foot in it. The vessel in which I de- 
parted from Persia encountered a very heavy 
gale, which threatened destruction to all on 
hoard. A violent altercation arose between 
the captain ismd lus officer, for he had but 
one, about the propriety of cutting away the 
masts. I ventured to give my opinion, which 
happening to coincide with that given by the 
officer, the captain threatened to throw me 
overboard, if I presumed to speak another 
word on that or any other subject connected 
with the affiurs of the ship. This effectually 
silenced me, and I withdrew. As it hap- 
pened, we weathered the gale without the 
necessity of cutting away the masts^ and 
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after a tedious passage, arrived safe at Cal- 
cutta. The cargo was consigned to Saduk Beg, 
a Persian merchant of that city, and as it 
chanced, a friend of my father^s. I intro- 
duced myself to him, and was received in the 
most cordial manner; by which it was evi- 
dent he was a stranger to my apostasy, and, 
situated as I then was, tried every means in 
my power to allow him to continue in his ig- 
norance. I informed, him I was travelling 
for pleasure, and had no idea, when I first set 
out, of visiting Calcutta, or should certainly 
have provided myself with letters from my fa- 
ther, whom I represented as well and in excel- 
lent spirits. " I am desirous,^ said I, " to draw 
upon my father for a sum of money, and hope 
you will have no objection to cash my draft.'' 
" Certainly not,*" said the polite Saduk 
Beg : " how much do you require ?^ 
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Sure of being discovered sooner or later, 
I thought it prudent to draw for a good 
round sum at once ; so I named one thousand 
rupees. The merchant observed it was a 
large sum ; but had no doubt my father^ as 
he consented to my travelling, was prepared 
for the expenses incident thereto. 

" Of course," said I, with well affected 
indifference. 

The draft being soon made out, the money 
was given into my hands. With this sum I 
determined to set up as a Persian of con- 
sequence, which character I calculated could 
safely be maintained until Saduk Beg should 
hear from my father. As long as the rupees 
, lasted, I took lodgings amongst the Mahom- 
medans of the city, lived miserably at home, 
but cut quite a dash when I went out. I 
hired a palanquin, in which I paraded the 
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Streets in the daytiiiie, and in the evemog 
sannto^ about in fine dothes, dangling a 
splendid gilt axe between the finger and 
thumb of my right hand, wearing a hand- 
some khunjur* in my girdle. 

I was frequently invited to the parties of 
Saduk B^, and by these means introduced 
into the best society of the place. My ru- 
pees, alas ! b^an to dwindle away, and I 
was under the necessity of reducing my 
establishment ; my palanquin was laid aside, 
and only one servant, instead of four, now 
attended me. 

At last the time b^an to approach when 
an answer might be expected fix>m Yezd ; 
and one did indeed come, although not in 
answer t& 3aduk BegX with my enclosed 

* A dsfcger. 
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draft. ' Not ill the least aware of this event, 
I visited Saduk Beg, who, in a cardess man- 
ner, enquired when I had left Yezd. I in- 
fcNrmed him. 

** And you left your father quite well ?" 

" Yes." 

*^ And since that time you have been in 
Persia,— in Tehran, I think you said ?" 
Yes,^' I replied. 

It is strange, then,'' said Saduk Beg, 
^* you should not have heard of his death.*" 

^^ His death l^ exclaimed I. ^^ Is it pos- 
sible ? Not one of my relations would write 
to me ; I have quarrelled with them all.'" 

<' Indeed !^' observed Saduk Beg, ^^ it must 
have been a sad quarrel, that they should 
refuse even to inform you of your father's 
^eath." 

** Yes,"' said I, ** it was a sad business ; I 






Sis THE ZENANA. 

was ready to make it up, but they deter- 
mined to continue at variance with me." 

" Young man,** said Saduk, " this will 
not do. I know full well the cause of your 
unfortunate business, as you term it; and 
I can tell you another piece of unwelcome 
news, which ' is, that you will this day go to 
prison, unless you pay me my money, of 
which you have defrauded me by your artful 
tales. Your cousin has succeeded to your 
father's property, and has apprized me of 
all that has taken place. Now it is not likely 
he will honour your draft, which, when you 
jienned, you must have been aware, had your 
father been living, would have been unat- 
tended to; I therefore arrest you for the 
money." 

I had not a word to say ; but was taken 
before the judicial authorities of the city. 
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and an inquiry instituted ; by a miracle 
I escaped, my detention not being coun- 
tenanced on the presumption only of my bill 
being returned dishonoured. Saduk Beg 
now repented his imprudent haste to arrest 
me, rightly conjecturing, ere my bill could 
arrive, I should be far enough off. He gave 
me a look, however, which I shall never for- 
get, and turning on his heel, left me in the 
street, and I have never seen him since. 

As soon as possible I hired a palanquin 
and departed from Calcutta, determined to 
go to Chittagong; why I fixed on that 
place, I know not, unless it was the greatest 
distance I knew of. Having paid my bearers 
half their wages in advance, I had barely 
sufficient money to provide myself with food 
on the road; and as we approached Chit- 
tagong, my poverty was so evident, that the 



380 THE Z EVAN A. 

bearers halting near a thick jungle, demand- 
ed the remainder of their wages, which I (tf 
course was unable to pay them. The en- 
raged men turning me out of my comfortable 
palanquin, set upon me, stripped and beat 
me cruelly, and muttering abuses, left me 
to my fate. Here ended the character of 
fine gentleman, and here, thought I, must 
terminate my existence. Alone, in a strange 
country, where no one understood my lan- 
guage, what could I do ? a band of armed 
men approaching, I made up to them, beg- 
ging for food. As it happened, one of 
the men being a Mahommedan, understood 
Persian, and inquired into my unfortunate 
condition. I told him I was a traveller, rob- 
bed and plundered, and cruelly beaten and 
deserted. " Come along with us,'' said the 
Mussulman, "and you shall be provided for." 
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I accordingly accompanied these men, a 
long journey, and found myself ascending 
the mountains which lie to the north-east of 
Chittagong, inhabited, as I soon learned, by 
a strange race of men, caUed the Kookies, 
many of whom followed the band which I 
had joined. They exhibited, indeed, a most 
Angular a^qpearance, having flat noses, small 
eyes, and broad round faces, short in stature, 
and very black. I had not at this time any 
opportunity to inquire farther concerning 
these people, but trusted to my friend the 
Mahommedan for more information on the 
subject. It required little penetration to 
discover that the band which I had joined 
were robbers, nor did the discovery cause 
me much uneasiness, for, situated as I was, 
what could I do but take by force what I 
was certain no one would make me a present 



382 THE ZENANA. 

of. " Yes,'* said I, " I have commenced by 
deserting my religion, continued by becom- 
ing swindler, and will now end by turning 
robber." 

I was conducted to the summit of a moun- 
tain, where one of the band, apparently the 
leader, stamping with his foot upon a smooth 
square piece of rock, it slowly moved, and. 
opening discovered a flight of stone steps, 
which we all prepared to descend. Arrived 
at the bottom, a spacious cavern, hewn from 
the very bosom of the mountain, appeared to 
view. Men to the amount of twenty followed 
me into this den of thieves, and shortly after 
arrived about a dozen more. Food was 
called for, and soon spread before us, and 
nothing could be more acceptable to me than 
it was. My friend the Mahommedan in- 
formed me, that the chieftain having taken 
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compassion upon me, offered to allow me to 
become one of his gang if I chose; if not, I 
was at liberty to depart. I accepted the 
offer ; but was cautioned to beware how I 
ever meditated either treachery or desertion. 
I frankly confessed that urgent business de- 
manded my appearance in Yezd, after seven 
years, so that I could bind myself for no 
longer period. The chieftain, before whom 
I was now conducted, agreed to the terms, 
promising a fair division of property on my 
quitting them. He informed me that the 
most perfect harmony existed between each 
member of the band, and ,the utmost faith and 
reliance was reposed in each other ; he showed 
me the treasury which was on one side of the 
cavern; it was not unlike a large copper, closed 
at the top, but at the bottom was a narrow 
hole, just sufficiently wide to admit a man^s 




arm, and as it wa& expected no money would 
be extracted thence but for the benefit of the 
gang, there was no lock or fastening of any 
kind. *' There is the way into the treasury," 
said the chieftain, " beware how you make 
use of it8 contents." I had heard of honour 
amongst thieves, but never dreamed of its 
being carried to such an extent as this. I 
promised, nay swore, never to extract the 
smallest coin, but for the general good of the 
community, and was then created a robber of 
the Kookie mountains. 

I began to consider, that as the treasury 
was well filled, 1 should come in, after seven 
years, for a very handsome share, and there- 
fore wisely determined to be strictly honest, 
conceiving it to be the best policy. The 
ifohommedan bandit at my request informed 
me that the Kookies and the Mugs are the 
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offsprings of the same progenitor, who had 
two sons by different mothers: the Mugs 
are the offsprings of the elder, and the 
Kookies, of the younger son. The Kookies » 
are all hunters and warriors, and are divided 
into tribes, all independent of each other, 
though all acknowledge, more or less, the 
authority of three different Rajahs, who are 
hereditary. The only difference in the 
Rajahs, is the singular mode of dressing their 
hair ; which they bring forward to tie in a 
bunch, so as to overshade the forehead, while 
the rest of the Kookies have theirs hang- 
ing over their shoulders. The Kookies are 
armed with bows and arrows, spears, clubs, 
and large knives^ and he is considered the 
most accomplished warrior, who is the most 
expert thief. 

The leader of the present gang of free- 



33Q THE ZENANA. 

booters, he informed me, was a Kookie 
named Halcha, who was too proud to ac- 
knowledge the authority of either of the 
three Rajahs, and has set up a petty empire 
of his own, openly avowing determined hos- 
tility towards them and their subjects. 
Many had been the attempts to seize Hal- 
cha, but his cunning and excessive bra- 
very, together with the warm support of his 
gallant gang, had hitherto rendered them 
futile, and he was still able to excite awe 
whenever he chose to appear. Robbery was 
the aim of the banditti, who seldom or ever 
spilt blood if they could possibly avoid it. 

I remained five years with this gang, 
and was considered a brave man. I be- 
came, however, heartily sick of my em- 
ployment, yet could not bring myself to 
resign before my time, and retire empty- 
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handed. At this period four Mahomme- 
dans were enlisted in the service, with 
whom T became extremely intimate. One 
day, my new acquaintances having been 
employed on some perilous undertaking, 
returned home unsuccessful. The Captain 
of the gang expressed his dissatisfaction in 
rather harsh terms, which seemed to threaten 
a serious dispute — my friends being as 
anxious to defend, as the Captain to con- 
demn their conduct. The surly chieftain, 
however, was the first to retire, muttering 
as he went, he would take care in future to 
leave cowards at home. My friends were 
mightily nettled at this unmerited accusa- 
tion of cowardice, and sat for some time 
after the Captain had withdravm, busied in 
giving vent to their displeasure in low and 
hollow murmurings. I was silent for a 
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considerable time, contenting myself with 
tracing the diabolical expressions of anger 
and rage depicted on each of my compani- 
ons' countenances, feeling certain the rolling 
eye and the quivering lip indicated some 
determined plan of revenge. 

Anxious to discover their intentions, in- 
stead of attempting to quell the rising storm, 
I said, ^^ Of course, my friends, you will not 
put up with this insult ?** 

" No 1" cried Peerbuksh, the senior of the 
men ; " I swear — '' 

** Hush !'' cried his friends ; •* we are not 
aJone."'' 

Peerbuksh seemed to be aware of his im- 
prudence, for he bit his quivering lip, and 
maintained a profound silence. 

** I have a plan,^ said I, in a low tone. 
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by which ample revenge may be taken, 
and ourselves benefited/' 

*' How ?^' cried one. 

** Name it !*^ said another. 

** Are we alone ?" 

*^ No one is near ; but what cause have 
you for dissatisfaction ?^ 

" I pant for my freedom," said I. " I 
detest the gang and its commander. Why 
should we waste our lives in this cavern, 
accumulating by plunder what will never be 
fairly divided, notwithstanding the fair pro- 
mises of these Eoskie infidels ?" 

" What !" cried Peerbuksh, " are we to 
go away as poor as we came ? are the many 
days we have passed here, to go for nothing P 
Better had we each takep opium, and slept 
away our days in the jungles." 
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" My friends," said I, " you have hearil 
but part of my plan. Cowards are to be 
left at home, remember: is this fair — is it 
honourable, thus unjustly to stigmatize brave 
fellows ? What is the object ? Why, dearly, 
when the time of division of the spoil ar- 
rives, to furnish a plea for depriving you of 
yourjust share." 

" Can this be possible ?" cried all of 
them. 

" Nothing more so," cried I. " Will not 
those who have exposed themselves to peril 
abroad, declare against an equal division of 
their plunder with a. few lazy cowards (as 
they will call you) who have slept away their 
time at home .'" 

My friends seemed convinced my suspi- 
cions were well founded, and hastily demand- 
V plan. I pointed to the treasure, re- 
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presenting how easy it would be to appro- 
priate its contents to our own purposes. 

"Yes,** said one; "but you forget we 
shall have no opportunity of conveying it 
away.'* 

" At present," I observed, " there seems 
none ; but you must endeavour, by humility 
and contrition, to assuage the anger of the 
chieftain, and '^ 

" Humility and contrition !^ exclaimed 
Peerbuksh ; "I would rather die like a 
dog, than cringe to the Kookie scoundrel.*^ 

" Pardon me,'' said I ; '* this is unwise : it 
is the only method by which we can succeed. 
Open violence, you must be aware, is ab- 
surd; and your affected humility will be 
but for a short duration." 

" Well, welJ, go on," said Peerbuksh ; "let 
us hear." 
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*^ I propoBe, then,*' said I^ <* to go ta the 
chieftain, and intimate to fatal- bow deefdj 
you grieve at his unjust accusation, and b^ 
him once more to allow you all to accompaoiy 
him in his excursions. Having once yielded, 
you will all, by turns, have egress as before. 
You know it is the custom tcfr two of the 
gang always to remain at home; wben it 
falls to the lot of either of us to remain, th^ 
let us take tbe ojqportunity offered by that 
gaping hole at the foot of the treasury; 
and whatever we extract from it, let it be 
given to some one or two of us whose tarn 
it may be to go above-ground ; where, at an 
appointed spot, we can bury it: and when 
enough has been accumulated, then let us 

fly" 

" Excellent !^ cried my companions : " so 
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be it. Lfet us swear to be true to each other, 
aad success must attend us.^ 

All sweariog to be faithful^ I proceeded 
to the Captain, to whom I represented 
the dejection of my friends, declaring 
they were brave and faithful fellows, who 
panted for an importunity to wipe away 
the stain he had cast upon their characters. 
The Captain, who was by this time cool, and 
had leisure to reflect on the impolicy of 
denying himself the services of three stout 
able men, desired me to return to them with 
the assurances of his forgiveness, and to de- 
sire the four Mahommedans to be ready to 
take their accustomed tour of duty. I did 
so, and observed Peerbuksh knit his brow 
and bite his lip hard on hearing the word 
" forgiveness." 



NciduDg DOW lemained to be done, but 
speedily to oommeDce putting our schemes 
into execution. I chanced to be out on the 
fcdloiring day, accompanied by my four 
friends^ and we were thus enabled to fix 
upon a particular spot under a Teek-wood 
tree, where the mmiey firom the treasuiy 
could safely be secreted. Having thus de- 
termined this important pcMnt, we anxiously 
awaited the time when we should be enabled 
to enrich its root with our golden harvest. 
The band separating, we proceeded, unob- 
served, to dig a wide and deep hole under 
the tree ; so that long ere our turn came to 
remain at home, our treaMiry was completed. 
The first of us who remained at home in the 
absence of the gang, was Peerbuksh ; but his 
companion unfortunately was a Kookie, so 
that we were sadly afraid he would not be 
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able to dip into the treasury. On our re- 
turn, however, the countenance of our wor- 
thy ally plainly evinced success, and he soon 
took an opportunity of informing us he had 
helped himself but sparingly, for fear of 
discovery. The money he had concealed 
about his person ; and as he should himself 
go abroad on the following day, proposed 
placing the money under the friendly Teek- 
tree with his own hands. Peerbuksh con- 
jectured correctly; he followed the gang, 
leaving me in the cavern, having for my 
companion a fierce-looking Kookie, who, 
however, busied himself in preparing the 
rice for the band, whilst I, no less active, 
drew largely on the treasury. Nothing could 
succeed better than my scheme. At last, 
two of my friends were left at home, and 
their joint drafts on the treasury were so 
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enormous, that I entertained serious appre- 
hensions of a discovery ; but fortunately all 
was well — ^not the least suspicion attached 
itself towards us.. Avarice being now my 
ruling passion, I began to consider how I 
could appropriate to my own use all the 
money collected by myself and my compa- 
nions. " Yes,^ said I, " I will take it all, 
and leave my Suni friends to their fate." 
My turn to remain at home again com- 
ing round, I meditated taking a good haul 
at the money, intending to adopt measures 
for my flight. Peerbuksh was my compa- 
nion; and scarcely had the band ascended 
the stone stairs, when he approached me in a 
mysterious manner, saying, " Friend, I have 
thought of a scheme by which you and I 
may be richer than we dreamed of.^ 

" Ay, indeed !" said I, ** what may it be?" 
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** Let us share the money buried under 
the tree, and leave our three friends to their 
fate." 

** Abominable !'' cried I : " you disgust 
me : was there ever any thing so dishonour- 
able ; I will denounce you to your compan- 
ions. How could so disgraceful an idea ever 
enter your head ? However, thank Allah ! 
you have developed your true character in 
due time, so that we may guard against your 
treacherous machinations. My friends shall 
be informed of your intentions, rely upon it.'' 

Peerbuksh, who had evidently anticipated 
a joyous acquiescence in the scheme, was now 
covered with shame at his disappointment, 
and fell at my feet, begging me not to men- 
tion the circumstance to his friends. Reluc- 
tantly I promised — not without reading him 
a severe lecture on his unprincipled disposi- 
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tion. " The time is near,'* said I, " when it will 
be policy for us to decamp ; therefore let us 
this day take due adrantage of our present 
situation: scruple not to load yourself with 
as much as you can possibly carry, and I 
will do the same.^ Saying which, I bared 
my right arm, and thrust it into the hole, 
when, instead of the grateful touch of gold 
and silver, I found my wrist grasped in a 
trap, whose sharp teeth caused me to roar 
with agony. I attempted to extract my 
hand, hoping to draw with it the trap, from 
whose merciless grasp I was naturally desi- 
rous of being freed ; but alas ! the trap was 
chained in the hole, and all my attempts to 
escape rendered fruitless. Peerbuksh ran 
about the cavern in an agony of alarm for 
himself, anticipating the return of the rob- 
bers. " I will fly," said he : " farewell ! my 
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friend ; you had better have followed my ad- 
vice, and made sure of what we have already 
under the tree; as now I intend seizing it 
all myself: farewell T' Saying which he 
rushed up the steps towards the trap-door, 
which, to his mortification, he found resisted 
all his attempts to raise, — it being fastened 
above. The wretch, who would have thus 
deserted his friend in distress, was now com- 
pelled to descend, and at my earnest solicita- 
tion, attempted to free me from my misery. 
The more I laboured and dragged at the 
trap, the more poignant was the anguish I 
endured; nor could our united efforts en- 
large the hole, so that there was no remedy 
but to await patiently our approaching hor- 
rors ! Death appeared inevitable ; and I lay 
down still grasped by the trap, groaning and 
bitterly repenting having broken the confi- 
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dence reposed in me. Here was a termina- 
tion of my golden dreams ! I was, indeed, 
justly rewarded for my meditated treachery 
towards my friends. Peerbuksh, as if I were 
not 8u£fering enough idready, commenced 
upbraiding me, denoundng me as the auth<H* 
of all the woe awaiting him. " You," said 
he, *^ planned this business ; but for you we 
might have escaped— poor, I grant ye, but 
not covered with shame.'" 

<< Wretch," cried I, "did hot you medi- 
tate revenge in a more horrible and more 
dangerous shape? Silence, I desire you, 
and add not to the torments I endure." 

Thus passed an hour; when, lo ! the sound 
of footsteps above roused our attentions : — 
** They come ! they come !" I exclaimed : 
•* what is to be done V A groan from my com- 
panion was the only answer I received : two 
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such unhappy beings never existed. The 
trap-door of the cavern opened, and the 
band, one by one, descended. The Captain 
was the first to discover my deplorable situa- 
tion. " Ho, ho !'' said he, " we have caught 
the thief at last ; our noble Persian it is who 
has robbed us of our hard-earned gains. Th^ 
trap has done its duty, I find. Release him,'^ 
he cried to dhe of his men ; who immediately 
opening the treasury above, descended, and 
let go the chain hy which the trap was secur^ 
ed. Drawing forth my arm, I stood like an 
unhappy fool before the assembly, the trap 
dangling at my bleeding wrist. " Seize them 
both,'' cried the Captain, " and confine 
them." 

** Oh, mercy P cried Peerbuksh ; ^* save 
my life, and I wiU inform you where the 
money has been conveyed." 
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On those conditions, and that you name 
your associates, I will spare you,*^ said the 
Captain. 

Peerbuksh was about to confess all, when 
the stroke of a sabre on the back of his neck, 
from one of our Mahommedan friends, si- 
lenced him for ever. The whole cavern was 
now a scene of confusion ; and the man who 
had sacrificed Peerbuksh, was seized and con- 
fined in his stead, myself being his fellow- 
prisoner. My companion launched out in in- 
vectives against Peerbuksh, especially when 
he learned from me the treachery he had 
meditated. " What will become of us ?" 
cried I. 

" Death is inevitable,*" replied my friend ; 
^' but I am ready to suffer a thousand deaths 
ere I confess where the money is concealed." 

" Our two remaining friends, then,'' said 
I, " may at last be the only gainers.'' 



THE ZEVA.VA. 853 

** So much the better for them,'' observed 
he ; " had not I silenced that knave Peer- 
buksh, all of us but himself must have 
suffered, and the gang become repossessed 
of their money. But how in the name of 
wonder could they suspect us ?^ 

" Nay, I know not,* I replied ; " but most 
probably the last time we remained at home, 
we helped ourselves rather too freely, and 
the plan of the trap was in consequence 
adopted to discover the thief; alas ! too well 
hag it succeeded." My wrist was extremely 
painful ; but as I was sure of suffering death 
for my crime, I was unconcerned about it. 

On the following day we were conducted 
before the gang, at the head of which sat the 
Captain, who, without any harangue, sen- 
tenced me to be shot with arrows, offering 
my fellow-prisoner his life if he would inform 
them where the money was concealed. My 
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companion, however, refusing, we were led 
away for execution ; the place for which was 
fixed to be in the jungle. I was first con- 
ducted up the stone steps, and the trap-door 
being removed, I breathed once more the air 
of Heaven. It was a beautiful morning; the 
sun had scarcely risen, and a refreshing 
breeze played through the forest. Two of 
the sanguinary Kookies led me towards a 
tree, with the intention of binding me, to re- 
ceive the deadly arrows of a party drawn 
up for that purpose. In such a situation, a 
miracle alone could have saved me. I had 
nearly approached the fatal tree, when an 
enormous tiger darted from the thicket, and 
sprang upon one of my conductors, the other 
fellow fled, as did also the whole party, who 
were unprepared with musket and ball, to en- 
counter so formidable an enemy. It may 
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be imagined how quickly I followed their 
example; I almost flew through the forest, 
fearing to look behind, lest I should behold 

• 

the furious tiger or the blood-thirsty Kookie 
punning me. I fancy, however, the wild 
beast created too much alarm in the breasts 
.of the valiant Kookies, to suffer them to 
spare a mcxnentary thought upon myself; for 
when I did venture to look around me, all 
was quiet— not a creature was to be seen. 
Thus I escaped the fury of the robbers : 
what became of the unhappy man who was 
to have followed me to the place of execu- 
tion, I know not ; but question if he was so 
fortunate as myself. Finding I had pre- 
served my life, I began to bestow anxious 
attention to my poor wrist, which was now 
dreadfully inflamed: my flrst care was to 
bathe it in a small ^treaip, where I sat and re- 
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freshed myself. After two wh(de days spetit 
in rambliDg through the wilds and jungles, I 
arriyed at Chittagong, where I applied to a 
Portuguese doctor, b^ging him to cure my 
wounded wrist. Alas ! he assured me it was 
in a state of mortification, and that ampu- 
tation alone would preserve my life : I sub- 
mitted to the operation, and I and my right 
hand parted company for ever. The few 
rupees I had in my possession began to 
dwindle away, and I found myself once more 
a beggar in a foreign land. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Mutilated and forlorn, I wandered from 
place to place, trusting to chance and charity 
for my means of subsistence ; and thus have 
had many opportunities of witnessing the 
extraordinaiy customs and manners of the 
Hind6s. At Benares I beheld many of their 
shocking sacrifice^ and self-inflicted penances; 
at Juggernaut I saw the ponderous car, whose 
wheels are near thirty feet in diameter, drawn 
by the eager multitude over numbers of the 
bodies of their infatuated brethren, who thus 
sacrifice their lives in honour of their god. 
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hoping bj these means to attain beatitude in 
a future state. In some villages I have met 
with religious mendicants in a state of nu- 
dity, bedaubed with red paint and ashes, with 
their nails growing through the palms of 
their hands ; others with one arm erect and 
immoveable ; others with one of their legs 
contracted ; and many other horrid sights, 
which I shall have considerable difficulty in 
getting my countrjrmen to believe. Proceed- 
ing one day through a considerable town, I 
saw a crowd of persons gathered around an 
unfortunate man, crying out " A Churku I'' 
" a Churku !^ others were busily employed in 
undressing him, whilst many hurried onwards 
to prepare for some, no doubt, horrid cere- 
mony. I inquired of an old man who stood 
by me, the meaning of the exclamations I 
heard, and the scene which I witnessed. 
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** Follow me !^ said he, and you shall see.'* 
I did so, and beheld an unhappy object led 
from the town to the margin of a small river, 
where was erected a post about fifteen feet 
high, on the top of which swung a beam in 
an horizontal position, with a cord affixed to 
cme extremity and a sharp iron hook to the 
other: to my surprise, the victim, placing 
himself immediately under the end whereon 
was fixed the hook^ exclaimed ** I am ready l'*^ 
The beam being lowered, a man advanc- 
ing, dashed the hook with violence into the 
flesh of the poor victim's back ; upon which 
another person, seizing the rope at the oppo- 
site extremity, raised the suffering creature 
from the earth, who without a groan was 
spun round and round for almost half an 
hour, swinging in a circle of nearly forty 
feet in diameter. ^* What can be the meaning 
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of this ?^ inquired I. The old man who had 
conducted me to the spot, informed me that 
the man whom I saw swinging in the air had 
transgressed several rules of his tribe, and 
had lost caste, and was thus endeavouring to 
reclaim his rank and situation ; such a me- 
thod being the only one by which he could 
have any chance of success. " Well,** thought 
I, " it were better to be an outcast for ever, 
than to be thus tortured.'' The ceremony 
concluded: the man, amidst the 'yells of 
the populace and maniac dancing of several 
misguided women, who had partaken of 
bhang* for the occasion, was gradually lower- 
ed, and the hook extracted from his lacerated 
loins ; he fell panting on the earth : water 
being given him, and his back rubbed with 
some dirty-looking stuff, he, to my astonish. 

* A preparation of opium. 
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ment, arose and walked home, as composed 
as if nothing of the kind had taken place. 
« On the banks of the rivers Jumna and 
Ganges, I have witnessed the sick brought 
by their relatives, and there left to be de- 
voured by alligators, or swept away by the 
waters of those sacred streams. Not un- 
frequently the mouth of the sick man is 
filled with mud ; being considered highly 
beneficial to him to die with so agreeable 
a mouthful : this, preventing his breathing, 
often produces death, where otherwise the 
patient might have a chance of recovery. 
Travelling near Allahabad, I was informed 
a suttee was about to take place. On in- 
quiry, I learned that a Brahminee woman 
had lost her husband; and that, accord- 
ing to the custom of her family, she consi- 
dered herself bound to sacrifice herself on 

VOL. IJT E 
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the funeral pile. I obtained « sight of the 
extmordinary woman ; she was young and 
handsome, sufrautided by Brahmins and re- 
latives. She walked with a ^frrm and col- 
lected step ; the pile was ready at a dnlance, 
whibt the wailing of the mourners, crying 
^^ Rugoonath, Rugoonath P (tiie name <^ the 
deceased) added to the tel^rors- of the «0ene. 
I kept my eyes fixed on the unhappy widow, 
who, dressed out with the tnogree ♦ flowers, 
was employed in slowly divfesting herself of 
her ornaments, giving them orie by one to 
her female relations. Some there were who 
appeared anxious to dissuade her from her 
horrid purpose ; and she seemed, the nearer 
she approached the pile, to be less firm in 
her purpose; but the wily Brahmins, who 
surrounded her, took care tfieit victim shoidd 

* A species of sweet smelling jessamine. 
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not escape : they sang hymns, yelled and 
pleached; and ere themctim was prepared, 
{>ushed her into the pile, which was soon in 
a fright&d blaze. One. faint scream did the 
hafdess creature utter, and then of her I saw 
BO more. Nought could be seen but flames 
amd smoke, which, from the addition of oil 
and ghee, now raged furiously, shedding 
their deadly gleams on the unfeeling coun- 
tenances of the murderous Brahmins; who 
still chanted their hymns unmoved, undis- 
turbed by the awful sight which made me 
shudder. 

Thus ended a ceremony which, had I not 
witnessed, I never should have believed ; 
many other sights did I see, but none so 
horrid as the suttee. Chance brought me 
to this city, and I was beginning to turn my 
thoughts on Yezd, wben, in one of the pub- 

11 2 
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lie streets, I beheld to my amazement, Yas- 
min and Yusoof, whose astonishment fully 
equalled my own. They related to me their 
adventures, and I also informed them of all 
I had undergone since we parted. We all 
agreed that our ill success was attributable 
to our own folly, and as we must now sub- 
sist on charity, determined, when we received 
alms, to impose upon ourselves the tedious 
ceremony of prostrating ourselves thirty 
times at the feet of the donor. Our utmost 
wishes are to accumulate money sufficient 
to carry us back to . Yezd, where Yusoof 
and myself intend to renounce Sufiism for 
ever. 

The third beggar having concluded his 
history, Aurungzebe bestowed upon the un- 
happy men, money sufficient to convey them 
back to Yezd ; desiring, however, he might be 
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informed by letter of their condition on their 
arrival 9 and whether their friends should 
have received them. They promised obe- 
dience, received the money, and each pros- 
trated before the mighty Emperor thirty 
times. When the beggars had quitted the 
city 9 the Emperor amused himself by talking 
over with his Vizier the adventures of these 
singular men ; he laughed at the vanity of 
Yasmin, and the troubles into which it had 
involved him, and expressed his belief that in 
the tale of that man, the strict truth had been 
adhered to. But on commenting upon the 
blind beggar's story, he would say, " I be- 
lieve it to be all a lie from beginning to end, 
but the fellow deserves some credit for his 
talent of invention." 

" True," observed the Vizier; ** though I 
wonder his experience did not suggest to him 
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the (knger of trying such an expecknent 
before your Majesty. But if his tale strikes 
your Miyesty as an entire fabrication, sui^ly 
the history of the third b^^ar is no less so ?' 
No, truly !^ observed the Emperor. 

What he has stated, it is very probable 
may have occurred ; it is evident the fellow 
has readed among the Kookies^ or he could 
not have given any account of thai singolar 
race of people. And it is also clear he has 
wandered through the greater part of Hin- 
dustan. At any rate, as I demanded their 
histories, I must be content with what they 
have given me ; but I confess I am anxious 
to hear how the rascals get on in Yezd." 

In about a year after the departure of the 
Persians from Delhi, the Emperor received 
a letter from Yusoof, the one-eyed beggar, 
wherein he mentioned having, with his friend 
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Mobabet All, reached Yezd; having en- 
countered great difficulties on the road owing 
to the treachery of Yasmin^ who, in the plains 
of Belochistan^ robbed them of the bounty 
of the Emperor and decamped, and they had 
never heard of him since. Yusoof proceeded 
to state, that he had succeeded in inducing 
his father to become reconciled With him, 
and having renounced Sufiism, was engaged 
as a partner in his father^s ipercantile trans- 
actions. Mohabet Ali, having no father liv- 
ing, was unable to move the hearts of his 
cousin and other relatives, notwithstanding 
he had from his heart abjured the abomi- 
nable doctrines, the adherence to which had 
caused him so much misery. The letter con- 
cluded with expressions of heartfelt grati- 
tude for the Emperor's beneficence ; which, 
but for the avarice and wickedness of Yas- 
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mil), would greatly have facilitated their 
journey to their own dear Yezd, in which 
city having at length arrived, they deter- 
mined quietly to remain. " Here," said 
Kuzl Bashee, the dyer ; " end my tales, 
which I trust have amused my illustrious 
hearers." 

The Nuwab confessed that the dyer had 
far exceeded his expectations, and dismissed 
him apparently well satisfied. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The dyer received the congratulations of 
his friends on his apparent success, but the 
butcher felt a large portion of envy rising 
in his breast, as he contemplated how he 
had been outdone, notwithstanding the aid 
he had received from the mysterious old 
woman, his relation. The course of tales 
was now interrupted by the approach of a 
grand festival^ at which the Nuwab was ac- 
customed to attend. 

It was with displeasure he observed he 
was not so cordially received this year as 
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the funeral pile. I obtained « sight of the 
extraordinary woman ; she Iras young and 
handsome, surrounded by Brahmins and re- 
latives. She walked with a firm and col- 
lected step ; the pile was ready- at a distonce, 
whibt the wailing of the mourners, crying 
^^ Rugoonath, Rugoonath T (tiie name of the 
deceased) added to the terrors- of the ^sliene. 
I kept my eyes fixed on the uttha'ppy widow, 
who, dressed out with the tnogree ♦ flowers, 
was employed in slowly divtoting herself of 
her ornaments, giving them onle by one to 
her female relations. Some there were who 
appeared anxious to dissuade her from her 
hoitid purpose ; and she seemed, the nearer 
she approached the pile, to be less firm in 
her purpose; but the wily Brtihnrins, who 
surrounded her, took care their victim shoidd 

• A species of sweet smelling jessamine. 



:TH£ ZENANA. 365 

not escape : they sang hymns, yelled and 
preached; and ere themctim was prepared, 
imshed her into the pile, which was soon in 

a frightf^il blaze. One&int scream did the 

« 

hafdess creature utter, and then of her I saw 
no more. Nought could be seen but flames 
and smoke, which, from the addition of oil 
and ghee, now raged furiously, shedding 
their deadly gleams on the unfeeling coun- 
tenances of the murderous Bralmiins; who 
still chanted their hymns unmoved, undis- 
turbed by the awful sight which made me 
shudder. 

Thus ended a ceremony which, had I not 
witnessed, I never should have believed ; 
many other sights did I see, but none so 
horrid as the suttee. Chance brought me 
to this city, and I was beginning to turn my 
thoughts on Yezd, wben, in one of the pub- 
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pelled Jelal-ed-din to arise to ascertain the 
cause. He found the fair Mheitab fainting, 
and the rest of the ladies endeavouring to 
revive her. When somewhat recovered, 
she widely opened her eyes, crying, *' Save 
me from that man, oh, save me V 

The Nuwab, astonished beyond measure, 
promised her his protection, and leaving 
her to the care of her attendants, com- 
manded that the Persian should be admit- 
ted to him instantly, in a private apart- 
ment. The Persian appearing, presented a 
royal firman from Nadir Shah, King of Per- 
sia, the contents of which caused the Nuwab 
great agony, and almost despair. To ac- 
count for this mysterious intrusion of the 
Persian it will be necessary to draw the 
reader's attention to the following par- 
ticulars. 
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Tehran, a city in Persia, was ruled by a 
Governor named Ghalib Khan, a cousin of 
the mighty King of the country, Nadir Shah ; 
who continued to shower down his favours on 
his relative, with a generosity indicative of 
the respect and love which he bore him. 
The Governor of Tehran, therefore, was 
looked upon as the most prosperous and for- 
tunate of men, and was approached with a 
submission and respect equal to that expe- 
rienced by the Sovereign himself. So situated, 
it is natural to suppose the happiness of 
Ghalib kept pace with his honours, but, alas 
this was not the case ; for Ghalib, like other 
mortals, whether their brows are encircled 
by the glittering diadem, or covered by the 
coarse cap of the dervise, wished for one 
thing more to complete his happiness : and 
this, alas ! was not in the power of kings to 
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bestow : — ^it was a sod, who might succeed him 
in his government. Wcmien and wives he 
had in abundance, but not o&e was khid 
enough to bear him a son; his wife, however, 
as if to make amends for the deficiency, pro- 
duced a daughter more lovely than ever wo- 
man bare, more graceful and heart-alluring 
than the mind of man can conceive ; she was 
named Zeefa, at whose birth her father sum^ 
moned the astronomers and wise men from 
far and near, to pronounce her future fate. 
What opinion these learned sages gave, or 
what they foretcdd, was never clearly ascer- 
tained ; but whatever they might have said, 
seemed in no ways to affect the spirits of the 
Governor, who continued lamenting his un- 
fortunate situation in not being blessed with 
a son ; envying his sister, who resided in Is- 
fahan, and married to a man of rank, by 
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whom she had two beautiful boys. Whether 
this inordinate longing for a male heir, or 
press of business occasioned him to fall sick, 
is iK>t known, but certain it is, when Zeefa 
had attained her fourteenth year, her father 
died, and was soon followed by her lamenting 
mother. Zeefa was then ccmveyed to Isfiih 
han, where her aunt awaited her. Zookma, 
the sister of Ghalib Khan, was a woman well 
skilled in artifice and every species of dupli- 
city; no sooner, therefore, had her brother 
departed this life, than she immediately urged 
her husband, Shamil Beg, to make interest to 
succeed to the vacant Goremorship of Teh- 
ran : he did so, but was unsuccessful. Ne\'er 
despairing, Zookma, on the decease of the 
mother of Zeefa, planned an union between 
that unhappy orphan and her elder son Zekey 
Khan : hoping thus one day to see him, her 
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favourite son, Governor of Tehran. Zekey 
Khan was at this period about eighteen 
years of age, and Humza his brother, only 
. one year his junior ; the former was a youth 
of a vicious disposition, cruel, revengeful, 
and mean, whilst the latter possessed all the 
virtues of benevolence, openness, and candour. 
So blinded, however, were the eyes of the 
parents of these youths, that the real merits of 
Humza were seen by them to shine in Zekey 
Khan, whose wickedness was unjustly con- 
sidered to be seated in his brother's heart. 
The art and cunning of Zekey Khan had 
contributed not a little to cause this defect 
of vision in the eyes of his parents. Humza 
saw and felt the decided partiality of his 
father and mother for his malevolent bro- 
ther, and strove in vain, by attention and 
obedience to their commands, to obtain some 
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portion of the favours lavished on his elder 
brother. 

On the arrival of their lovely cousin 
Zeefa, Zekey Khan showed her the most 
marked attention, whilst Humza was con- 
strained to admire in silence. It required 
but little penetration to discover that Zeefa 
lent an unwilling ear to the fulsome adula- 
tion of Zekey Khan ; but it required the eye 
of one skilled in the soft mysteries of love to 
detect her partiality for the modest, but fasci- 
nating Humza. Faint is the language of 
the tongue compared to that of the eyes, for 
Zeefa, although seldom suffered to converse 
with Humza, frequently perceived his mild, 
intelligent eyes bent earnestly upon her; 
and if in return she raised her own, his 
were bent to the earth in modest confession 
of his presumption. Zeefa at such times 
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felt a blush tingle her lovely cheek, which 
escaped not the notice of her aunt ; who^ not 
dreaming the real cause, would attribute it 
to her real delight at the high-flown compli- 
ments of her elder son, Zekey Khan. Such 
speeches, and so, to her, unintelligible a mode 
of conversation, especially when her thoughts 
veered in a contrary direction,, often caused 
the lovely Zeefa to. betray her insensibility 
to the attentions of Zekey Khan, and occa- 
sioned an awkwardness impossible to disguise. 
One day in particular, when Zekey Khan 
was about to absent himself on business for 
a few days, previous to his departure he 
appeared before the fascinating Zeefa, and 
after a burst of rhapsody, and repetition of 
several worn-out similes, and high-flown 
compliments, culled from the poems of 
Hafiz, stated he was about to proceed to 
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Schiraz ; and that every minute absent from 
her would be to him a year, and ventured to 
hope she would also feel a reciprocal inquie- 
tude, and anxiously look forward to his 
return. 

** Yes, lovely Zeefa, I go from you for 
a short season : but say, wilt thou not mourn 
my absence ?^ 

At this moment Humza entered the apart- 
ment ; his eyes met those of Zeefa, who in 
confusion readied to the question of Zekey 
Khan in the negative. The wounded pride 
of that aspiring youth took fire, he turned 
round in anger to address his brother, to 
whose unseasonable intrusion he attributed 
the cold reply of Zeefa; but Humza had 
withdrawn, and Zeefa alone remained to 
reap the consequences of her unguarded 
reply. 
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" Lady," he cried, ** I feign would attri- 
bute the chilling negative which fell from 
thy beauteous lips, to the intrusion of my 
brother Humza, and would commend the 
prudence which dictated it in the presence 
of a third person, could I divest myself of 
the idea that total indifference to me urged 
you to speak your real sentiments ; — ^for I 
have observed of late my visits give you 
little or no real pleasure.^ 

" My lord,^ replied Zeefa, " I much 
marvel that a man of your penetration did 
not earlier make the discovery, for — ^" 

" Enough !" cried the exasperated young 
man; "haughty cousin, you may live to 
repent this day ! and remember, if in fu- 
ture my visits should be less welcome than 
they now are, you have yourself alone 
to blame T Thus saying, he burst from her 
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presence, leaped on his horse, and was soon 
out of sight. 

In his haste to depart, Zekey Khan, ere he 
proceeded far, discovered he had left behind 
him an important document, which his father, 
who was at Schiraz, had instructed him to be 
the bearer of ; he therefore turned his horse, 
and arriving at the gate of his father's garden, 
secured the animal to a tree, and entered by 
a private way, intending to cross the garden, 
and enter his apartments unseen by any one. 
Passing through an avenue of cjrpress-trees, 
he fancied he heard voices ; he listened atten- 
tively, and was convinced he was not mis- 
taken: the feelings with which he disco- 
vered the persons of Zeefa and his brother 
Humza, may be better imagined than de- 
scribed. It was for him then,— for Humza, 
she had scorned his love. That artful boy 
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it was who had UDdermined him in his at- 
tempts, and dared in secret to thwmrt his am- 
bitious views. Zekey Khan felt more than 
half inclined to sacrifice both to his fiuy. 
His hand akeady grasped the hilt of his 
swcMrd, when he called to mind the iidaticai- 
ship of Zeefa to the king, whose wrath he 
deemed it imfmident to rouse. Aevcmge, in 
ancfther shape, however, he determined upon, 
and for the present quietly wididrew, and 
gained his own apartment. Having secured 
the document, he repaired to his mother, to 
whom he unfolded his discovery, and related 
the subject of his parting conversation with 
Zeefa. The rage of his mother, if any thing, 
exceeded his own, and she promised to have 
Humza removed far away from his fair cou- 
sin ; beseeching Zekey Khan not to .proceed 
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to violence, or to prosecute any plan without 
her concurrence. He promised, and was de- 
parting, when Zeefa herself entered the 
room. Her surprise at beholding her angry 
cousin was excessive, and the mysterious 
exprefsion of both his and her aunt^s counte- 
nances, greatly alarmed her. In a haughty 
and commanding tone, Zookma desired her 
to retire ; and when the trembling girt had 
obeyed the mandate, Zekey Khan and his 
mother proceeded to discuss the important 
Bubject; when it was finally settled that a 
situation in the army should be immediately 
procured for Humza, between whom and 
Zeefa all communication should henceforth 
be guarded against. Dread of Nadir Shah 
alone prcfvented the adoption of harsh mea- 
sures towai'ds Zeefa, and Zekey Khan, rely- 
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ing OD the prudence of his mother, oDoe 
more departed, and in due time arrived at 
Schiraz. 

As soon as convenient, Zeefa was summon- 
ed to the apartment of her aunt, who quick- 
ly commenced an examination as to how 
and in what manner the amiable girl had 
spent her time. In the most artless man- 
ner, she assured her aunt she had only been 
walking in the garden with her cousin Huip- 
za. Zookroa launched out in expressions 
of surprise at the impropriety she had been 
guilty of, magnified the act, and concluded 
with laying her commands against a repeti- 
tion of the offence. Zeefa replied, she was not 
aware of any great impropriety in conversing 
with Humza, more than with his brother. 
" There isi however,'^ said Zookma ; ^* for 
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knowing, as every • one does,- that you are 
betrothed to Zekey Khan.^' 

^^ Betrothed, Madam !" exclaimed Zeefa ; 
and who has conceived themselves authorized 
so to act ?^' 

" Those who know what is for your wel- 
fare,^ replied her aunt. 

" Surely, Madam, you forget what the 
astronomers at my birth — "^ 

The King's commands,^ said her aunt, 

9 

cancel all astronomers and soothsayers 
predictions ; therefore, Zeefa, prepare to wed 
Zekey Khan.'' 

^^ Impossible ! Madam; nor do I credit the 
King's commands being given on the sub- 
ject." 

" This document, then, will perhaps satisfy 
you," said Zookma, producing a paper bear- 
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ing the rb^al seal, which the alarmed giH 
waited not to peruse, but fainted at the feet 
of her defflgning aunt. When recovered, she 
found herself alone m her oifh apartment, 
and unmolested for the remainder of the 
day. 

Early on the following morning, as she 
sat at her window to inhale the refreshing 
breeze, she perceived Humza walking in the 
garden, with his arms folded in a pensive 
attitude. He turned round and cast his eyes 
up to her window : seeing the veiy person 
on whom his thoughts rested, he placed his 
hand upon his heart, and was approaching 
to converse, when Zeefa motioned him to 
refrain, which signal convinced the youth 
that their previous interview had been re- 
|k)rted to his mother ; he sighed, and with* 
drew to plan some method by which he 
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mi^t once more, ere his brother returned, 
converse with his adco'ed Zeefa. 

In the presence of his mother, Humza 
saw his beauteous cousin; but under the 
restraint of her watchful eye, what could 
lovers do. but steal glances, such as lovers 
only can understand. Those only who have 
experienced what it is to be compelled by 
uncontroulable misfortunes to check the 
tongue which would declare the passions of 
the ^oiil, and at the same time, although 
knowing the impossibility of an union with 
the object of their admiration, find a total 
absence utterly impracticable, can alone ima- 
gine the torture endured by the enraptured 
Humza. He saw before him a being rare in 
beauty and accomplishments ; one to whom, 
had he dared to have declared his passion, he 
felt would not have been quite insensible to 

s 2 
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his sufferings, and in confessing a mutual 
passion, two fond hearts must nevertheless, 
owing to circumstances over which they had 
no control, be resigned to suffer eternal 
separation. ilumzsL rushed into the shades 
of the lofty cypress grove, where he conti- 
nued deep in meditation till midnight, his 
own sighs mingling with those of the mourn- 
ful nightingale. Housing himself, he ex- 
claimed aloud : 

" And can it be possible ! has the King 
indeed commanded my brother to wed Zeefa ? 
if so, I durst not interfere. Without fortune, 
dependant on others ; oh ! misery unequalled ! 
Could I dare to press my suit, obtain from 
her my heart adores a favourable answer, and 
then sigh and part for ever I Banish the 
thought ! rather will I suffer her to imagine I 
am indifferent towards her ; that her charms 
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have not racked this heavy but devoted 
heart ; rather let her suppose I detest her, 
than risk the chance of raising hopes which 
never can be realized : there is madness in the 
thought. I will leave her, — will fly the abode 
which contains so much perfection, and in some 
secluded spot linger out my existence I Leave 
her, did I say ? not even see her, because I 
cannot be united to her ? — ^impossible ! Life 
would be insupportable, unrefreshed by the 
bright gleam of her cheering countenance. 
Oh ! Zeefa i Zeefa ! with thee I must not 
live, without thee I cannot i" 

The broad streaks of day were now visible 
from the east, and the sun, rising in majestic 
splendour, found Humza the earliest of his 
adorers; and as the youth with religious 
zeal prostrated himself before ' the glorious 
orb, he breathed a fervent prayer to the 
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great Controller of the heavenly planets, 
{or the safety and happiness of his betored 
Zeefa. Another day elapsed, and Humza 
saw Zeefa only in the presence of his moth^ : 
the lovely girl with grief perceived his wan 
cheek and absent manner ; she knew he loved 
her, and felt that powerful circumstances 
alone prevented a confession. A younger 
brother, without fortune, or situation, what 
could he do ? Tlie days of Romance were 
gone by; and although Leila and Mej- 
noon* lived on air impregnated with the breath 
of their loves, yet in present times, rank, 
situation and prospects, were obliged to be 
considered, ere parents and guardians viewed 
love-sick youths with the same partial eyes as 
their daughters. Over Zeefa was the royal 
eye, and the more watchful one of her aunt, 
who favoured not Humza, but Zekey Khan : 

* The Komeo and Juliet of the East. 
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to indulge, therefore, in any romantic dreams 
of an union with Humz£^ she felt was absurd ; 
nevertheless, she hoped the option was yet 
hers, to wed him on whpm she had fixed her 
affections, or not at all. 

" I will,'^ cried she, " retire from the 
world, nor dream of happiness, unless shared 
with Humza, whose love for me I cannot 
doubt, for although no tongue hath declared, 
yet from the eye hath beamed a language 
more explanatory of his feelings, more indi- 
cative of the workings of his soul, than words 
could have effected.'' The circumstance of 
the youth having placed his hand upon his 
heart beneath her window was not forgotten, 
but treasured up in the memory of the amia- 
ble girl, and engrafted on every feeble pul- 
sation of her devoted heart. Hope would 
often steal amidst the shades of despondency, 
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and whisper, Humza may distinguish himself, 
may be deemed worthy the hand of Zeefa. At 
such times the ardently devoted girl e)cpe- 
rienced a dizzy whirl of anticipated delight 
thrill through her perturbed brain, followed 
by a flow of spirits which were calculated to 
insjnre hopes in the mind of her aunt, that all 
would terminate as she desired. 

It was late in the evening of a sultry day, 
when Zookma had reason to believe Humza 
was from home, that she proposed to Zeefa 
a walk in the garden. The obedient girl 
complying, the artful aunt commenced 
launching out in praises of her elder son, 
and depreciating the merits of Humza so 
strongly, as to compel the maiden to re- 
quest her to change the conversation. 

" Well, well, my child ! I shall say no 
more, save that Humza has gained a post 
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of honour in the army, and has this day 
taken leave "of me." 

** fiumza*gone f ' exclaimed Zeefa ; " gone, 
and not taken leave of me T' 

** No, my dear, I thought you would not 
like to be disturbed l so early; and as his 
orders admitted of no delay, it was im- 
possible.'' 

^* Oh, say no more, Madam, say no more/' 
said Zeefa, vexed and angry at the conduct 
of Humza, and mortified at having express- 
ed any regret on the subject. Her aunt 
continued, by assuring her his place would 
be supplied by her dear son, Ziekey Khan, 
whose return she expected on the following 
day. They had by this time returned to 
the house, and had prepared to enter, when 
a rustling close by attracted the notice of 
Zeefa, who, on turning her head, perceived 
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Humza in an attitude of supplication to 
herself, as if begging an interview. All 
idea of displeasure instantly Tanished, 
snd she determined to effect a meeting. 
Turning to her aunt, therefore, she said) 
" with your permission I will continue my 
walk ; my spirits are low, and the air ex- 
hilarating.'^ 

** Do so," replied Zookma, certain that 
Humza was by this time far enough off; 
" but mind and stay not too long." 

Zeefa, with a hurried step, sought the 
sanctuary of the cypress grove, where she 
was soon joined by her admiring Humza^ 
who thanked her a thousand times for thus 
giving him an opportunity of bidding her 
farewell. He then informed her of his ap- 
pointment in the cavalry commanded by the 
Prince, and that his mother had hastened 
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his departure^ pretending his immediate ap- 
pearance at Schiraz was indispensably ne- 
cessary, the King being then at that place. 

" Why then have you disobeyed," said 
Zeefa ; ^^ I fear this is a sad earnest of your 
future submission to orders.'^ 

"Could I go, perhaps for ever, without 
one farewell from thy beauteous lips," said 
the enraptured youth : " to hear your wishes 
for my safety and success is necessary to 
stimulate me to deeds of valour; to know 
you are interested in my welfare, will doubly 
nerve my arm, and render me a very lion 
in my Sovereign's cause.^' 

" Enough , Humza,^ said the maiden : 
** that I am interested in your welfare, you 
need not doubt ; perhaps more so than I 
ought to be." 

Nay, say not so, dearest Zeefa ; for every 
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act of mine shall prove me worthy of your 
regard." 

The cousins conversed in this strain for 
some time, until it ended in a mutual de- 
claration of each other^s passion, and so- 
lemn vows of eternal fidelity ; and when the 
time of separation arrived, they parted with 
heavy hearts. 

As Zeefa retraced her steps towards the 
house, she fancied she heard a footstep. 
" Heavensj'' she inwardly exclaimed, '* have 
we been watched ? imprudent that we were 
to risk such danger." She found her aunt, 
however, in her apartments, wearing a coun- 
tenance dressed in smiles, which considerably 
abated her alarm. Coffee being introduced, 
the conversation turned on subjects foreign 
to the thoughts of Zeefa, who soon retired 
for the night. 
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As soon as Zeefa had left her aunt, old 
Sheik Abdoolah the head-gardener, beg- 
ged admittance, which Zookma immediate- 
ly granted. As soon as he had made his 
obeisance, he informed his mistress of the 
conversation between Zeefa and Humza, 
which he had overheard in the garden. 
Zookma was enraged beyond measure, and 
felt inclined that moment to rush to her 
niece's apartment and tax her with duplicity 
and artfulness ; but on second thoughts, de- 
termined to feign ignorance of the fact, in 
order that a scheme might be effected, in 
the conducting which, no share of suspicion 
might be attached to her. This was no less 
than to have Zeefa actually carried away, 
and placed entirely in the power of Zekey 
Khan, who might, most probably, at last 
induce her to marry him. This plan she 



998 THE ZXNAKA. 

unfolded to her favourite eon, on his arrival 
the following day, detailing the information 
received from Sheik Abdoolah, the gardener. 
Zekey Khan was wild with rage and envy 
to hear how successful was his brother 
Humza« and with delight entered into the 
schemes of liis mother. The great difficulty, 
however, was to avoid suspicion ; and it was 
therefore necessary to carry the plan into 
execution at a time when Zekey Khan should 
be known to be absent. Nadir Shah's deter- 
mination to invade India, offered every no- 
bleman in the country an opportunity of sig- 
nalizing themselves, and evincing their loy- 
alty to the sovereign. Shamil Beg and 
Zekey Khan were amongst the first to offer 
their services, which were immediately ac- 
cepted; and Humza, as an officer in the 
cavalry, of course followed his commander 
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to the field. Zeefa was thus to be left en- 
tirely under the charge of Zookma, her 
aunt : here was the long wished-for oppor- 
tunity of conveying the girl away to any 
place which might be appointed. Humza 
determined once more to see his beloved 
Zeefa ere he departed, and to his surprise 
found his mother offered no objection to 
the interview, and more than once left the 
lovers alone: — little did he know the work- 
ings of his mother^s mind. That artful wo- 
man had long determined to accuse Humza 
as the person who forcibly conveyed away 
his fair cousin ; and this parting visit, there- 
fore, she encouraged, in order to afford a 
colour to her accusation. 

The lovers parted; it seemed an eternal 
separation ; neither could dare hope to meet 
again. The time, the distance, the danger, 
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all crowded on the mind of Zeefa; and i^ith 
tears in her eyes, and an oppression at her 
hearty she saw her beloved turn in anguish 
from her side. Zekey Khan bade her a cold 
farewell ; but Shamil Beg, her uncle, was so 
engaged in business, as to be prevented from 
taking leave in person ; he therefore in a letter 
informed her of his departure, aud bade her 
consider herself entirely under the control 
of liis wife, Zookma, in whom he had the 
greatest confidence. Zeefa for many days 
confined herself to her apartment, indulging 
in the most bitter grief. About one month 
after the departure of the Persian army, 
Zeefa was one evening walking in the gar- 
den, in the very path where Humza had 
first declared his love, when the sound of 
voices, murmuring at a distance, broke upon 
her ear. The sound was so unusual, that 
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she felt considerably alarmed, and turned to 
retrace her steps to the house, when, sud- 
denly she found herself seized by four men^ 
who, unmoved by her screams, conveyed her 
through a low private door into a wood 
adjoining, where one of the men, lifting 
her on a horse, and placing himself behind 
her, galloped away, followed by his com- 
panions, well-mounted. In vain she entreat- 
ed and implored the men to release her; they 
spurred their horses through woods and 
broken ground, nor stopped until darkness 
impeded their prc^press. Food was offered 
the sinking Zeefa, who, alas! could only par- 
take of a cup of cold water. A shed was 
discovered, in which a bed, composed of the 
saddle-cloths of the horses, was made for 
the fatigued, terror-stricken girl ; whilst the 
men stood as guards without the place. 
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What CQuld be the object of these men ? 
Who W9A the instigator of the outrage ? not 
^ekey Khap ; he was far away. Yet when 
she called to mind his angry words, and bis 
horrid expression of countenance when he 
uttered them, suspicion deeply entered her 
mind, that he indeed it must be who thus 
dared to seize and convey her from the pro- 
tection of his mother. There was no help; 
and the forlorn Zeefa resigned herself to 
her fate. 

As soon as morning dawned the men 
prepared to proceed; and thus they con- 
tinued for many days, until they reached 
Busrah, where, in an obscure and gloomy 
abode, they deposited their lovely captive. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The bloody deeds of Nadir Shah in Hin- 
dustan, are too well known to require repe- 
tition ; suffice it to say, that Humza distin- 
guished himself in battle so highly, that the 
King was induced to grant him any boon he 
should ask of him. The youth on his bended 
knee demanded the sanction of the sovereign 
to his union with the lovely Zeefa. 

" Your request is granted,'^ cried the King, 
" provided Zeefa herself consent ; but her 
uncle has repeatedly informed me of her love 
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for your brother, Zekey Khan, in whose fa- 
vour I had nearly decided, but, as bravery 
alone deserves the fair, be the prize yours, if 
you can win her.'' 

The delighted Humza arose amidst the 
congratulations of the surrounding courtiers. 
The news was soon conveyed to Shamil Beg, 
and Zekey Khan. The latter swore a terri- 
ble oath never to permit Humza to wed 
Zeefa, or ever again to set eyes upon her, 
if he could help it. That his mother had 
executed the plan of removal, he had no 
doubt ; but he dreaded the return of the King, 
who would doubtless, at the intercession of 
Humza, not only discover Zeefa, but learn 
who was the instigator of the outrage. 

In due time, the King, flushed with con- 
quest, and satiated by acts of bloodshed and 
cruelty, returned to Persia. Humza, on the 
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wings of love, flew to his beloved Zeefa ; but 
he found her not. His mother, with well- 
afiected grief, related her mysterious disap- 
pearance. To her husband even she durst 
not reveal the truth, so monstrous was her 
conduct in the affair, and to Zekey Khan she 
expressed her repentance of the part she had 
taken in the transaction, especially when she 
heard of the high favours showered down on 
H umza by the King. 

Zekey Khan, by all the rhetoric he was 
master of, besought his mother to quiet her 
alarms, for that whatever might be his fate, 
her name should ever by him be kept secret; 
Humza applied to his sovereign for aid to 
discover his fair cousin, and the King issued 
his royal orders throughout his vast empire. 
Zekey Khan, to avoid suspicion, set forward 
with a party of men, purposely taking the 
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road to Busrah, tirbere having arrived, he 
learned from bis irusty hirelings, that Zeela 
was safe in the retreat in which tfaey had 
at first deposited her. Zekey Eban, aware of 
the strict search instituted by 4he Kii^, was 
at a loss what step to take to secure his fair 
cousin, and at the same time to shield him- 
self from suspicion. Convinced no place in 
Persia was safe, be bargained with an Arab 
captain of a merchant vessel, about to sail 
for India, informing him that his sister being 
about to form an improper connection, he 
was desirous, for a time, to remove her to a 
distance from the object of her afiections, 
promising to follow himself in a short time. 
The captain consenting, the helpless Zeefa 
was conveyed on board his ship in the still 
hour of midnight, the captain having been 
directed to place her, on his arrival at Cal- 



cutta, under the ptot^tion of a respectaUe 
and wealthy Persian merchant of that city, 
to whom Zekey Khan penned k friendly 
letter. 

Scaredy had the vessel weighed anchor, 
e)te Zekey Khan learned that his brother 
Htfmza was arrived in Busrah With a large 
party, having in vain searched in a cofttrtti'y 
direction. The artful Zefkey Khan imme- 

t 

diately proceeded to his anxious brother, to 
ivhorii he declared he had received positive 
information that Zeefa, or jome lady answer- 
ing her description, had been conveyed to- 
wards Bagdad. " Let us hasten, then," said 
he, " to her rescue.'' 

Humza, delighted at the most distant pros- 
pect of once more beholding his beloved 
Zeefa, instantly prepared to march towards 
Bagdad, accompanied by the wily Zekey 
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Khan, who, to all appearance, was no less 
anxious than his brother. 

It was far from the intention of the crafty 
Zekey Khan to accompany his brother, in 
what he too well knew was a fruitless search, 
through the wilds of Arabia ; and; conse- 
quently, after the second day's march, feigned 
sickness, ret£uning only one trusty follower, 
directing the rest of his men to follow the 
footsteps of Humza ; to whom he lamented 
• the impossibility of his proceeding farther, 
at the same time promising to prosecute the 
search in another direction, as soon as his 
indisposition would allow him. The unsus- 
pecting Humza took an affectionate farewell 
of his brother, and pursued his route to 
Bagdad. 

The sickness of Zekey Khan was but of 
short duration, and with his attendant he re- 
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turned to Schiraz, where he learned the king 
then was. To his sovereign he reported his 
ill success, but expressed the most sanguine 
hopes that his brother Humza would even- 
tually discover his beloved cousin; at the 
same time offered his services to proceed to 
Hindustan, if his royal master would furnish 
him with his royal firman to the Emperor 
of Delhi. 

Nadir Shah, anxious to do all in his power, 
granted a firman, in which he desired every 
exertion should be made by the governors of 
places throughout India, to discover Zeefa, 
and that the bearer was authorized to take 
charge of her, and conduct her to his court 
in Persia. This document Zekey Ehan pre- 
served, little dreaming he should ever be 
reduced to the necessity of making use of it. 
In due time Zekey Ehan, accompanied by 
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bis servaQt, who was, he knew, privy to most 
of his machinatioi^ and whom it would be 
dangeiXHis to leave behind, arrived at Cal- 

m 

cutta, where, m breathless impatience, he 
sought out the resid^ice of the merchant 
under whose care he expected to find the 
lovely Zeefa* llow was he vexed and morti- 
fied, however, 09 learning that no such per- 
son had been delivered to him ; nor had the 
captain of the Atab ship eyer visited him. 
Zekey Khan was now quite at a loss to know 
how to act or where to go; he cursed the 
Arab captain 'from the bottom of his heart, 
and rushttd through the city in the hopes of 
meeting him, but learned that he sailed for 
Mocha many days ago. There seemed but 
one step to take, viz., to return to Persia in 
the same ship in which he had come; and 
for this purpose he agreed with the com- 
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mander of the vessel, who promised to set 
sail as soon as his business should be com- 
pleted. 

Every day seemed a year to the impatient 
and restless Zekey Khan; at last the day 
was fixed for the sailing of the ship, and 
with a favourable breeze they bade adieu to 
the shores of Hindustan. Zekey Khan was, 
however, destined once more to visit some 
part of this country, for a dreadful gale com- 
pelled the captain to put into the port of 
Surat, in the Province of Guzrat, where 
some weeks would be requisite to repair the 
shattered vessel. Finding the inhabitants of 
the city beheld with aversion a Sheah, he 
wisely took lodgings in an obscure part of 
the city, near to the dwelling of Mhadeo 
Guru, the Brahmin astronomer, with whom 
he occasionally conversed. From this man 
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he learned the extraordinary circumstance of 
a Persian lady being in the Nuwab^s palace, 
and on ascertaining the exact time of her 
sale by the Arab captain, doubted not but it 
was indeed his Zeefa, the lady he was in 
quest of. Now then, thought he, my firman 
will be highly necessary ; let this Nuwab dis- 
obey if he dare. Zekey Khan's suspicions 
were indeed correct; it was Zeefa herself 
who was resident in the palace. The cap- 
tain, who had agreed to deposit her with the 
merchant in Calcutta, having occasion to 
visit Surat, could not withstand the tempting 
offers made him by the Cotwall, and the still 
more exorbitant ones of the Deewan, but 
parted with his fair charge, and sailed to Cal- 
cutta without her. 

Zekey Khan in vain endeavoured to obtain 
a sight of the fair Persian lady. One mom- 
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ing he placed himself immediately before the 
palace, and was busy conjecturing how he 
could ascertain to a certainty if the myste- 
rious Persian lady was indeed his cousin 
Zeefa, when he was accosted, as may be re- 
membered, by the civil good-natured Buxoo, 
the barber ; for which piece of good service 
he was knocked down, and Zekey Khan^ in 
consequence of the imprudent outrage, was 
compelled to seek retirement more than ever, 
seldom venturing abroad by day. To his 
servant he had already unfolded his disco- 
very and suspicions; and thus they continued 
a plan by which all doubts on the subject 
must be cleared away. 

The servant became acquainted with one 
of the matrons of the Zenana, to whom a 
note was given, penned as if by Humza, to 
be delivered to Zeefa. This able matron 
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soon brought an answer, which at once con- 
vinced Zekej Khan his suspicions were well 
founded. Under pretence of deliverance 
from her imprisonment, the lady was induced 
to comply with, as she imagined, her Humza's 
request, to procrastinate her final answer to 
the Nuwab, and thus, at the instigation of 
Zekey Khan, requested permisdon to visit 
the Mhamud-a-baugh palace, where^ in con- 
formity to the previously arranged plan, her 
palanquin was thrown open by a set of fel- 
lows, hired for the purpose. Zekey Khan 
had his reasons for not instantly claiming his 
cousin ; it was necessary he should first learn 
how affairs were going on in Persia, as it 
was no part of his plan to quietly lead Zeefa 
to the throne of the King, and perhaps see 
her wedded to his detested brother Humza. 
He therefore awaited patiently, in the hopes 
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of some intelligence from that quarter, du- 
ring which time the Nuwab was listening to 
the tales of his subjects. At last a vessel 
arrived from Busrah^ from the captain of 
which he gleaned ituch information as deter- 
mined him, without delay, to opeiily claim his 
fair cousin^ in the manner already related* 
Scarcely had the' Hindft men^aht comihenced 
hi^ tale^ i^re thJS imperious Zekey Ehan de- 
manded ah audience of the Niiwab. The effect 
of his appearance on Zeefa has already been 
mentioned ; but the mortification and disap- 
pointment of the Nu^ab, it is difficult to 
pourtray. The firman, he had no doubt, 
was authentic, btit he was quite ^t a loss to 
account for the abhorrence with \i^hich the 
fair Persian received the bearer of it. He 
therefore deferred givihg any final answer, 
until he should have etijoyed a conference 
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with his adored Mheitab. From her he 
learned the particulars above-mentioned, and 
understanding her aversion to her cousin 
Zekey Khan, determined on refusing to give 
her into his custody. He was cogitating 
what plea he should urge for daring to dis- 
obey the imperious m^date of Nadir Shah, 
when he was informed that Moye-ed-din was 
desirous of an audience. The Nuwab in- 
stantly admitted him, and the zealous Dee- 
wan, having made his obeisance, begged his 
Highness would give ear to what he had to 
unfold. Permission being granted, he thus 
commenced :— 

" May it please your Highness, I am 
aware of the nature of the Persian's busi- 
ness in this palace, and also of the reluc- 
tance which you feel to comply with the or- 
ders of the mighty Nadir Shah. A commu- 
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nication, however, has been made to me, 
which, whether true or false, I think will 
justify you in refusing to surrender the fair 
lady." 

" Ah, indeed ! what is it ? Be quick, 
Moye-ed-din." 

" My lord, as I was about to retire for 
the night, a message was delivered to me, 
that a Persian demanded an audience that 
moment ; imagining it to be the man whom 
your Highness had Ih the course of the day 
admitted to your presence, I refused, but 
the earnest entreaties of the man prevailing, 
I desired he might be admitted. The Per^ 
sian, I soon discovered, was not the man 
'who had presented the firman to your 
Highness, but a short, stout, ill-looking fel- 
low, who at once declared his name to h^- 

r 

Ghuzzub All." 

T 5 
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^' I am come, nj lord,'^ said he, << to per- 
Ibrm an act of jusdoe and of reyemge.'^ 

I stared, but he proceeded to give j»e a 
full account of the mystery which has en- 
veloped the fair lady to whom you are so 
strongly attached. 

" Which I know already,^ interrupted the 
Nuwab ; ^' she herself havii^ informed me.'' 

** Then, my lord, I need not repeat 
the tale, only I imagine^iepa is one part 
which the lady herself is ignorant of, one 
circumstance she little dreams of, which is, 
that Zekey Khan has basely murdered his 
brother Humza.^ 

^' Ah ! indeed, Moye-ed-din, that is an 
event I dare not communicate to her.*^ 

^' True, my lord; but it furnishes a sound 
plea for your disobeying the firman from 
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the court of Persia;— but, Moye-ed-din, mmj 
we rely on the information ?" 

^^ I think we may ; the man who told mt 
was the confidential servant of Zekey Khan, 
who most imprudently struck the man on 
the face, for which he has panted for an 
opportunity to be revenged ; he swears he 
overheard his master give the murderous 
order to a fellow named Eummil Khan, 
previous to his quitting his. .bfothctr Humza, 
on the road to Bagdad, and that if the said 
Kummil Khan be closely questioned at the 
court of the Persian monarch, he will con- 
fess the whole transaction.^ 

'^ Enough ! Moye-ed-din, seuse this Zekey 
Khan the moment he appears before me to^ 
morrow to hear my answer ; mark well my 
signal for his apprehension ; he remains my 
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prisoner until farther communication with 
Nadir Shah. Bring hither this Ghuzzub 
Ali, that I may first hear the tale with mine 
own ears,^ and take care he also is placed 
under safe custody.'' 

Moye-ed din bowing, retired to execute 
his orders, and soon returned witli the Per- 
sian servant, who related to the Nuwab the 
whole affair, concluding with the directions 
for the assassination of Humza, given by 
Zekey Khan to Kummil Khan, a notorious 
murderer; and that the news of Humza's 
death having only a few days since reached 
Zekey Khan, by means of a ship from Busrah, 
he delayed not openly to demand the fair 
Zeefa from the Nuwab. Ghuzzub Ali gave 
a detailed account of the insult he had re- 
ceived at the hands of his master, on whom 
he had determined to be revenged, and 
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thought the present moment best suited to 
his purpose. The Nuwab dismissed the man 
from his presence, bidding him make up 
his mind to temporary confinement, until he 
heard from Nadir Shah. 

On the following day, the haughty Zekey 
Khan appeared before the Nuwab, and de- 
manded the immediate delivery of his cou- 
sin Zeefa. To his utter dismay, instead of 
a ready acquiescence, he was surrounded and 
made a prisoner ; the Nuwab not condescend- 
ing to afibrd him any explanation for such 
proceeding. The next step was the selection 
of one of the most distinguished and wealthy 
persons in the city, to proceed in the cha- 
racter of Ambassador to the Court of Persia, 
into whose hands dispatches, drawn up with 
the greatest care, were given, with orders to 
return with all due expedition. In the in- 
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terim, the Nuwab by d^rees broke the sad 
news of the aa a crte d death at Homza to the 
afficted Zeefa ; ooncealing, however, the sup- 
posed nuamer of his decease. Zeettt was at 
first distracted at the iiitelHgeiu!^, and when 
the vicdence of her grief subsided, sunk into 
a melancholy^ firom which nothing could 
arouse her. 

Tune rolled on and all continued tranquil 
at Surat. The Nuwab waa dejected, but 
not morose ; whilst Zeefa, in the expectation 
of news from Persia, kept entirely secluded ; 
now giving way to fears, now to joyful anti« 
cipations of the arrival of some blessed he- 
rald, bearing a report of her beloved being 
still in existence, and, perhaps, on his way to 
claim her. Oppressed by these alternate feel- 
ings of despair and hope, her health declined, 
and it was with grief the Nuwab perceived 
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the bloom on her lovely cheek gradually 
disappear. The whole palace presented a 
gloomy and dismal appearance; one would 
have imagined it had been proclaimed trea^ 
son to have smiled, so solemn were the coun^- 
tenances of all within its walls : not that all 
felt in reality grieved either by the disap* 
pointment of their master, or the declining 
health of the fair Zeefa ; but, because it was 
ever customary with menials attendant in 
the palace of a Nuwab, to mark well their 
master^s countenance on his first appearance, 
and dress their own throughout the day in 
corresponding gaiety or cheerfulness, as the 
case might be. 

Day after day passed and still no news 
arrived from Persia. The Nuwab, from ex- 
cessive anxiety, entirely neglected business, 
and shut himself up ip his Anderun. Moye- 
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ed-din, was one morning meditating how he 
could by any means divert his master^s 
thoughts, when the idea of an aquatic ex- 
cursion on the broad and luxuriant Taptee, 
struck him ; and proceeding to his window, 
which overlooked the river, to ascertain the 
state of the tide and weather, he descried 
a stately ship just passing the second bar o^ 
the river, and was about to make inquiries 
from his attendants, when Buxoo, that never- 
failing source of information, entered the 
apartment, exclaiming, " He is come, my 
lord, come at last r 

" Who is come ?" cried the impatient 
Deewan. 

"Who ? my lord ; why Humza, to be sure : 
so it is all a lie about his being murdered ; he 
is come, rely on it, to carry away the Persian 
lady, and thus end all your troubles." 
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^^ If this is true, Buxoo, I fear it will 
rather add to my troubles ; for if the Nuwab 
so despond at the idea of losing the lady, 
what are we to expect when she is actually 
gone ?'* 

" Why, my lord, you must find him ano- 
ther beauty, unfettered by any previous love 
promises.^ 

*^ No, no, Buxoo, nothing should tempt 
me to provide more ladies for the Nuwab : 
I have had trouble and anxiety enough with 
this one. Remember my beard, which yet 
bears the marks of the accursed dye ; and 
remember — ah f you know.^ 

" Oh i my lord, that was the most unfor- 
tunate circumstance ; but, indeed, it was all a 
mistake.^' 

" Well, well, Buxooy say no more ; but 
are you sure Humza is indeed arrived f^ 
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'^ Certain, my lord ; quite sure, saw him 
myself; such a fine-looking, handsome, long 
black-bearded Persian, far superior to that 
ill-looking cheat, his brother, whose ill-m^ba- 
ners and uncourteous behaviour I can never 
forget ; for he it was who struck me for no- 
thing, only because in the most civil manner 
possible — *• 

** Well, well, I know all that, Buxoo ; pray 
mention it no more.^' An attendant now en- 
tered the room, saying the Deewan^s presence 
was required at the Nuwab^s palace. 

Moye-ed-din, on his entering the Nuwab^s 
apartment, perceived a noble Persian, whom 
he learned had been sent from Nadir Shah to 
take charge of the fair Zeefa, should die 
determine on returning to her native country. 
He confirmed the statement of Gbuzzub Ali, 
the servant of Zekey Khan. Humza was, 



THE ZENAKA. 427 

indeed, no more ; the agent of Zekey Khan 
had confessed the whole transaction, and the 
king in consequence issued his commands to 
the Nuwab of Surat, to send the guilty Zekey 
Khan in chains to his court. The Nuwab 
expressed his readiness to obey the royal 
mandate, and ga've orders that the ambassa- 
dor should be sumptuously entertained du- 
ring his sojourn in the city. The task of 
informing Zeefa now devolved upon the 
Nuwab, and with difficulty he performed it. 
Zeefa sat the picture of grief and despair, 
and for many days refused to take the least 
sustenance. As all grief must have an end, 
or is mitigated by the healing hand of Time, 
Zeefa, on learning that the bearer of the sad 
news was a man who had formerly been a 
great friend of her father^s, desired to have 
an interview with him ; he obeyed, and at her 
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request related the fact of Humza having 
closed his eyes on this world for ever. When 
she had for some time sat in mournful silence, 
the ambassador informed her that he was 
commissioned to escort her back to Persia, 
if she determined on returning thither. 

*^ I am ready,^ cried the afflicted Zeefa, 
"and will intimate my intention to the 
Nuwab."* 

" Ah» lady T cried the ambassador, who 
had learned the great love Jelal-ed-din pro- 
fessed for her'; " will you thus deprive his 
Highness of all hope ; he who loves you to 
distraction ?^ 

*^ Forbear!'' cried Zeefa; " talk not to me 
of love : my heart is for ever — ^^ 

" Oh, lady ! say not thus ; allow his High- 
ness to visit you once more — once more give 
ear to his repetitions of everlasting fidelity." 
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** I will see him,'* cried Zeefa : " it is my 
duty to thank him for his unremitting at- 
tentions to me, and to request a speedy pre- 
paration for my departure ; tell him, I hope 
to be honoured by his presence.** 

The ambassador bowing, retired, and 
soon after, the Nuwab entered Zeefa's apart- 

ment. 

" I cannot sufficiently express my grati- 
tude,^ said the afflicted fair one, " to your 
Highness for the attentions received at your 
hands. I am now ^bout to depart to my 
own country, where his Majesty Nadir Shah 
shall hear my testimony of your benevolence 
and kind consideration. I now request a 
vessel may be prepared with all due expedi- 
tion.'' 

The Nuwab again declared the ardent love 
he bore her, and endeavoured to dissuade 
her from her purposed return; she waved 
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her hand, and appeared greatly affected, and 
the Nuwab, hoping a future opportunity 
might offer to urge his love, retired; pro- 
nu^g to give orders for a vessel to be equip- 
ped with all due despatch. It may be ima- 
gined, however, there was but little haste 
made in the.preparaticm; and in the interim 
the Nuwab redoubled his attentions to the 
amiable Zeefa, which, he with joy perceived, 
were received with more and more pleasure 
at every visit, and that she evinced less and 
less anxiety to leave Surat, although she 
never omitted inquiring when the ship would 
be ready to receive her. 

" The ship is ready, fairest Zeefa,'' said 
the Nuwab, ^^ and my arms are also ready 
to receive you; why then are you deter- 
mined to doom me to misery unparalleled ! 
My whole life, and every action, shall be 
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4eYOted to you and to your comfort; say 
then, will you abandon all idea of return- 
ing to Persia ? Slight not my vows of ever- 
lasting love, but by a word make me truly 
happy." 

Zeefa could not be insensible to the ardent 
admiration of the Nuwab, and she continued 
silent, until again more earnestly pressing his 
suit, she consented to remain at Surat, and 
become his bride, provided he allowed her a 
period of six months to mourn her beloved 
Humza. To express the rapture of the Nu- 
wab baffles all skill ; and with delight beam- 
ing in his eye he agreed to the required 
period. 

Nothing now remained to be done, but to 
allow the ambassador to hear the determina- 
tion of Zeefa from her own lips, and for 
this purpose a day was appointed, when the 
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Nuwab ushered him into the presence of 
the lady, who, on the question being put to 
her, MTith a becoming modesty replied, that 
the attentions of the Nuwab could never 
be forgotten ; and that since fate had de- 
cided against her union with her first love, 
she had such confidence in the Nuwab, as not 
to hesitate placing herself under his guid- 
ance and protection. The messenger then 
took this opportunity of expressing his joy 
on the occasion, and of extolling the virtues 
of the man to whom she intended to link her 
destiny. The ambassador then took leave, 
having received Zeefa's instructions to ex- 
press her gratitude to Nadir Shah, for the 
interest he had taken in her welfare. The 
ship being ready, the once haughty, now 
down-cast, Zekey Khan in chains followed, 
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the ambassador, accompanied by Guzzub 
Ali, his now amply revenged servant. 

Moye-ed-din^ although he could not get rid 
of the Persian lady, was as pleased as his 
master at the happy termination of the busi- 
ness, and ventured to represent to the Nu- 
wab, that it was owing to Buxoo the exist- 
ence of Zeefa was ever known, upon which 
the Nuwab settled on the loquacious shaver 
a pension for life, and bestowed on Moye-ed* 
din a rich khilaat, or robe of honour. 

The six months required by Zeefa, to 
mourn the fate of Humza, having expired, 
the day was fixed for the nuptials, but as 
it was not an early one^ and much prepa- 
ration being requisite, Moye-ed-din ventured 
to ask the Nuwab whether the stories should 
be continued. 

VOL. III. IT 
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^ No, DO t^ said the Nuwab, '^ release the 
ttory-tellenl ; tell them I am well satisfied, 
and present each with one hundred rupees, 
as a reward for their trouble and loss of 
time.'' 

The preparations for the wedding now 
commenced, and frar splendour and magnifi- 
cence could not have been exceeded by the 
Emperor himself. Beggars were fed and 
clothed, prisoners released, honours con- 
ferred, and injuries forgiven. Fireworks 
and rockets and salutes resounded through 
the air ; whilst drums, trumpets, and cymbals, 
drowned all care throughout the city. The 
wedding itself was conducted with solemnity 
and magnificence^ and the happy pair re- 
tired to the Mohumed-a-baugh palace, there 
to breathe their loves amidst silvery foun- 
tains and shady groves. 
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Buxoo appeared once in every month be- 
fore the Nuwab, to make his sajaam for his 
pension, and sometimes the Nuwab would 
indent upon him for an amusing tale, but the 
s}rren voice and exquisite beauty of Zeefa 
now chiefly engrossed his Leisure Hours. 



THE END. 
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